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Kansas Mennonite
Settlements, 1877

By C. B. Sclimids

Pruimiwe our 1re {rom Topeka, Kansas, to the next
slation west we want 1o shao: with yon the Tnllowing
information. The Athison, Topeka und Sunty Fe Rail-
road Ceimsprany wus beerun in 1872, Bimilar to the other
railroad compomies of the West the A T. & & F. re-
ceived a land prank of 3,200,000 acres {rom dhe T R
sovernment under Lhe condition that the company
wemhl build o roilrosd of o definite lenmih wilhin
# definite dme peeiod. Tl 1o e vistn, encrgy, and
financial acieen of the founders, all condilions were
met and the railrond assumed ownership aof the land.
Thiring the [ast eicht months of the year 1872 wiome
than A60 miles of the raileoad were completee and o
o sk Tl lotal steeteh of the main line und the bwvo
bramlies—{rom ¥Florenee to El Dorado and from New-
lan Lo Wichita  was nearly BUD miles in 1876

In order 1o sell the acguired Tand, e ailroud] es-
tahlishee] land offices which hud the task of selling the
land and promoting its setrlement. Yithin Hve vears
alinest one millian acres al lancd were sold and wneder
cultivation. The company recognias] e advan liges
af inviling Genan sedlers, and conseqguently appointed
A Crerman General Agent to be in charge of the {Ger-
man Departmenl of U Land Oifice in Topeka. Thos
nearly 300,000 acres ol land weao sold o Gemoan
seltors cominyg from various parts of Americn as well
as from Turope. [he tnterest of Duwropean Gernmans
made It necessary 10 establish o geneval aguney of e
Land CIffce Hrnn]nng willh branch agencies inoa
onrnber of other lurge cilies in Cermany and Austria.
Sueh agencies had oleeady heen established in America
so that the ingoirvies and 1t sale al land croodd Tw
hancled vwre efficiently,

On our oip from Topeka westward we have arrived
in Florenee, possing up Empeoria. 'he slone gquarries
of Flarence seevr: e sertlers wich valuable consoioe-
tdan avalerials. Fram Twere a Alarly mile Teanedy louck
voos to Bl Doradeo in Butler Counly, Woe spenc the
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nighl. 1 Flerenee in order to conuinue our trip nexe
iorning ince the beaurifl Caottonwand V. allry.

A fost neonme leam loak os o Marion CULmI:'. in
a lew Towrs, Qur rowd {ollowed the Coltoowood River
irvugh & [ruicul and scenic valley, When the German
immigrane from Russia came 1o his place four years
age they said, “Ti s good i lineer heee, Ler us oikd
hranes.” And liere they began during the same yeor o
estabilisll o number of blooming Mennonite seitlenwenis
which we now want to visit. The follewing inforrmalion
19 based on the repovls of The seltles who will new
hes intveelocaad Ao (he reader. We pow leave 3arion
Clenter inoorder to visit the Hrest Mennonite =sedllennsnl,
on the land: of the A0 1. & % F. Railinad in the
Cotlanwnod Valley.

fruderthal tn Marion County

Followiong o lobulury of the Caotronwood River we
arvive ut the {fwmo of Jakob Funl. The larse sione
building wich larme sheds, sheep pens, machine sheds,
and ather huildings give the visitees the impresston
thal we are oooa large estale, We are wannly received
amd the lady of the house offers vz a “cup of menuine
Ceiman cotfee” We leamn the Jollowing feoem (ha
Funls.

Be. Funk helonus 1o the ponceers from Ruossta who
canie lo America in 1874 in search of 2 new home.
With others he visited Kansas and was convinoed (that
the soil of he Callanwond Valley was ferale and,
cursegquently, booghe sone land, Funk favorably cow-
pares this valley with that of the f{ertile Molotschns
Valley and expects one-third maore in terms af crop
procluction. To 1876, e recerved np o 39 Inshiels of
wheat per acre, avernging 22 bushels. In 1877, the
crop was not os large becavse of the locusts, He re-
eeived only 12 hoshels of wheat hut raised 40 10 6
Buslwls of corn per acre. Aceording o Fuol, Kansas
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bluvstern prass was nol quite as mood for 1he sheep
as ihe bay he hud produced i Russia. Tuok's netgh-
hor. Johann Rempel, Med corn 1o his f00 sheep in addi-
tion Lt hay. He spends from 50 4o 60 cents per sheep
for feed during e wintor, He averaced 4 pounds nof
wurt] per sheep, receiving 20 10 50 cents por pound for
wool and $1.50 to §2.00 pee lamb oo the market,

Jakeal Funk 1s farming one scction of land. In addi-
vnn, loordcen [amilies are each renting clebty acres
of his land, The latter brleog e the Volga German
wroup {rom Russia who came here swithout Hnancial
resourees. Funk helped [ermish ehem with lumber for
eight honses which constiwee 2 nice Innking lile
village and helped them chiain horses aod WHLODS,
The hDUSES consist al ol walls aml strose n:u:ufs: but
happiness 15 as almodand in these homes as it s in the
ralaces al the mooey kinms of New York and oilier
large cidies,

After having seen Funk's estale and what L.:l]jj.[:li
and labrr ran accennplish, we bid him [arewell in
arder fa visit Wilhelm Eawert swho 1s located a few miles
nortlwest. Ele is the elder of the congrecation ks
as the Broderthal Bennonite Churel.

The seillemenl consists of cichiloen Tanilies who own
000 aces of lam] moludine thac of Jaliob Funk.
Willicly Ewerl comes from Uhern in Wesl Teussia
wlhere he left behind a farm wilh rich s, Ewert
considers the valley ol the Coitnowood River just as
lertile, wicle s acdded advantage that ic does nac
suller Mo periodic floods. In 1876, his wheat yield
averaged frem 15 to 25 hoshels poroacre, and he
recerved DU hoshels of corm. He was especially suecess.
(nl io rcasing sugar cane of which he received 100
lmshels per acre. The seed was wsed to feed e pigs
He sold 150 zallons of malasses e 40 10 B cenis poer
malion. [See Tosications; Bruderthal settlement and
the Williclrm Fawert Lo, )

folannesthal

Cur rip fram Bodeehal takes us to o new sectle-
ment on Feeneh Chreck consisting of about thirey [omi-
liez Teonn Rossian Poland known as the Johannesthal
Mlennonite Church and setdement. dosc of e secles
vame herz under the [eadership of Renjamin Unrueh
during the years 175 (o 1876, My, Unroh told s
that in Poland they had primarily raised heets for
hw susar [actories. He Turcher siated thar the land
on Frenoch Creell was jusl as fertile as the sl lund
thew had lived on in Tolind, Since the formers had
just biroken the praivie, they were nol vet ahle 1o give
a Tull report on the feetility of the enil, In 1877,
they averaged from B o 17 bushels of wheat per acre
while the vield af cornt was Trom 40 to 65 bushels, The
new selilement has aleeady orpanized o scheol diswiet,
hnilt a school, and croployed o German teachee.
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From the Jobhannesthal Aenoonile seltlement we
concinue ae 1vip soulbieast passing Druderthal ence
moens Hore we arive at a “Canadion'” MMeanooie
seltlerment consisting of ffteen families who are ox-
pecting additional seitlers o jein them [rom Chanada,
The leader afl this group 5 Samucl Burkhalder who
avrieeel liere in Muardon Couney in 1874, When asked
why they had chosen ta come Trom Ontarie 1o Kaunsas,
the vespotse was thal the Jamd here 15 Jess expensive
amnd il climate milder. The vields in 1B75- 1876 were
approximately 23 bushels af wheat and 33 hoshels nf
COFn per acre,

Four o flive miles wesl ol the “Canadian” Beone-
tite: seLlfenenl we approwch an extention of the larce
Alesanderwolil scttlement consisting of the willages
ol Rosenort and Alexanderfeld. dore will be relaterd
about this setiement after a wisic 1o the Goodenan
villope.

rnadenau Settlement

South of Alexanderleld and Rosenart s the villane
of Guadenau consisting ol abnul A0 Tamilies who Davae
cattu: Trewn the Crinwa in South Rossia, This group
artived here under the leadership of Elder Jakolb
Wiche in 1474, They belong to the Krimmer d3enno-
nite Drethren oceoup shich was Toossded im0 Rossia.
The: praup slapped in Blkhart, Indiana, [rom where
A deliralion was sont to inspeet the and in Nebraska
and Kunsas. Aftor [our weeks of ravel they ehose
this place located an the Santh Cotlonwnod River Tor
seltlement and ealablishied o village named Gnadenou
an the cesatral section of Hw Gve sections of land
acguired [rom the Santa Feo Railroad. The setders
were dolermined to retain the villsse tradition and
patlern of land disteilbnition they had hal in Russi.
This resnlted I a desiating o the America praccice
thalt the faemer Oves on the Jand he favms. Al ihe
Cnadenau farmers live adjacent lo each other on o
vilinge streel and have 1o 2o to Lthelr distant hields which
are parceled ot 1o them arcond e village, Tos,
several cnust deive ftom one and w hall to bwo miles
out lo their lund. Some have already given up this
practice by exchanging land with each ather, maling
it possible for them m establish thele homes oo Lhe
land they Taren. The weiler, thersfore, warns che lae
cocoers Lo avodd tis costly experience.

The imspectine group f[nd the Gnadenan Tarners
sacisfied silth their land. They need only thoee horses
111 o the pradrie while in the Crimmes they had needed
siv, When they pul a bwig of a tree in the mround 1
grows immediatelv., The rainfall 1 mare favorable in
Kansas than in the Crimea. Their vield of wheat in
1875 was hietaweeny 13 1o 23 Inashiels per acre, while com
was <1 lo A0 amd oals 28 to 55 Pertilizer proved o
increase the yicld as did carvelul plowing and harrowioe,
Iduring the third year the settlers sxperienced a gross-
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hopper plapoe ot this did oot discourage them.

Yeorn e we procecd Lo the cast side ol the village
o inspect the simple church buildine, All Mennonite
churehes are plain bur when surrounded by Lrees
they make a Mriendly and uviting impeession oo the
passec-lv. From the chureh building we have an io-
leersting and beautiful view of the village, 'Lhe houses
are clean and the yards and gardens are well kep,
which wells us that these people lawe an e Tor Beauy,
comlnot, aned order. The boilding materiul of il
houses conststs of Tumber and adobe, and straw roabs
are common. In spite of thie modesly of the hames.
the hig slraw stacks wnd pranarvies bebiod the wllage
and the green ond prosperous gardens und orchards
aroend Lhe houses indicatr what human industry can
achieve in a shoe period ol Udme. Natnreally this is
prssalile noly because of the Techlite o the sofl and
the {fuveorable climate. A characteristic Jandmak of
the villagr s a windmill Tnv grinding Hour and fred.
[ Bee Mhesteatioong: Goadeoae village, chueeh and wind-
roaf]L

Near Gradenau is another villape named Hofoings.
thal which econsists of thiveen fomilies and 1,280
acres, Spon [amilics ewan 1o selde on theilr ewo laml,
{Nafe: See Lhe illustralions on this pase of ooe of the
Liguses of Haofloungathal which was moved 1o Hillshara
and 15 new 2 mmsenen.

Adjacent 1o the Kromoer Meneoniie Bretheen ik
o soecalled Eckert settlement made up ol smme sty
families and located six miles west of Gnadenaw.
Twreoly landlics of this proup Tve an parl af Jakah
Fank's vstate as renters, These Germoan seulers came
[rom the Voloa River in Russia. (Note: Some of these
seitlers hecank: Baptisig; others joined the Mennonite
Breetliven.)

Weidefeld 1z o small settlement of Mennonites that
was established in 1874 on the Souch Cottonwood
River. We visitew] the Tanm nf Pewer Hamus which
made a good  mpeession, Amaong Lhe Lees on Lhe
South Coltenwoord River woe saw the big ol e
under which the delegates of 1874 rested and ate their
meal while an a land inspeclion lour. Resenorl s
analber village that is part of the large Alesandrerwobl
seltlemment, {3ee Illustration: Werdefeld.)

Algeanderwohl Seitlement

Mew we approach the largest Mennonite settlement,
koown as Ne-Alexanderwaolil. Alexanderwohl was the
v piven 1o ane al te villages and cnngrogations es-
tablished at the Meolomehn seillement in w Tkeaine
by Alennonites who come o 1821 [rom the Vistula
Twver 1 Germany. A larpe number of them, under
the leadership of Elder Jakoly Bauller and Tietrich
Caedderr, migrated to Kansas and estalilished e
settlement and congrecation we are approachioe, which
conslsls of 165 Tamilies wich B3 people located on
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22,300 acres, The seitlers wimed to preserve their way of
life and communities by building their home adjacent
to each ather in village clusiees as was i general
pracice i Rossa amd Buvape, Rach village receiviid
o, murme. some af which were identical with the jlaces
[ramn which they had come. These wern: Bosenor,
Weldefrld, Flachleld, Springheld, Gnadenthal, Goaden-
(eld, Gruenfeld {Greenfield? | Bmmnothal, and Blumen-
[eld. T'he plan of settlement is not uniform,. Variouws
croups have agreed on a2 land disceibution af thedr
mwr. Rome e o villages semilar e Gradenan aod
bave their land {ur away, Maost, howewer, like o scile
in clusters and have the land adjacent. In some in-
slances, Trom twes 1o cight familise have csiahlished
thetir bomes on o seciion, The Do are localod mnstly
on one side alonm the section road, which is practical
for their social, church, and school activities. {5ece Tlln-
strations: Hochfeld and Alraham Reimer fam )

We have reached ihe elevated villare of Hachivld
which permie s 2 panoramic view of the whaole setdle-
ment o 3ts lamil elisteilwdioon. The nwoer of pareed
number 1 ol the lod which mung [rom east toowest
and consists of one-half of the section, also owns pareel
nunther 1 ormonming From nneth e sonth oo the other
half of the seetion, el Ilowever, nol all settlers Love
eatablished villames. The move prosperous farmoers who
can purchase a whaole section prefer Hving on their land
like: Iitth: estate owners. Swch a farmwer is Ahrahom
Riarner.

Troceedhog o he fowcth willage, Springhicld, we
notice ihe Americaniation of e namwe. The villaces
of Goadenthal and Gonadenfeld have brpical and tradi-
tional Memnonile names, while Greenbeld [(Grinfeld
s wavering berween this Amevican spelling and Lhe
Gugmiamn [orme Bmnonathal bas degaved g narme Troae
Emma Creck on which it 3s Jocared. Hlere we meet the
delerale and elder of the sroup, Jakoh Buller, We call
on him in ewder 1o obtain some slabstical and general
informatiaon ahent his seildement and  congregalion.
Try oarder Ao gel onr imformabion Mrom oo than ooe
source, we proceed with him to his ministerial colleamoe.
Heinrich Richere. in lhe village of Blumenfeld, which
eonslitnles The 1ast one o this cluster of Alexanderwolil
willagres,

W aotice that 1he inhahitants of Blumenfeld neloin-
wlly had distributed their land so thar their houses
would be adjacem to each other. The Mennonites from
Russia are used 10 establishing semi-comminmal settle-
mentn, Here o Kansas they faee the Tace that American
s are based on privade peopecty. Consecuaenty, proh-
ez arlse when some preler o move ovalo lhelr owy
latel. Another question arises when ovwners die and Lhe
land has to he disvdholed among the children. How-
vy, 16 musk be slabed that the Tnherilance laws ol
Kansas comcide closcly wilhe the tradetional Meonomiic
inheritance regulations, so it has not been necessary to
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have their own traditionnl rules conlirmed hrooael
legal action.

The Coming of the Mlexanderwolil Group

Joined b acther Mololscling Mennonites, the Alex-
ancerwnh] weoup Telt Russia o 1074 under the leadia-
ship of Jakob Buller. Upnn cheie ardival in NMew Yok
they were conflremied hy wany offers of places hey
could mn in ordir o citablish their homes and selele-
menls. Tlhey aceepred  the offer of the Burlineton-
Mlissouri Railroad Ca. and traveled 1o Lincaln, Mebras-
ko, Fromm heve eepresentatives investigated the land
ollered in Nebrasks and Wansas. Ultimately, most of
the group chose to move to Kansas and seuths an Lhe
land of the Aichisan, Tapeka and Santa Fre Raileoud
Company. The remaianing seitled at Henderson, Meb.

Those voming tov Kansas [ound two large immigra-
linn hiouses evecled by the Santa Fe o dwic iem-
porary residence. At onee the wem went to work e
erect their own hooes soothat they would be able
o move oo them ws soon as possible, Ultimalely, the
two nmigrant houses were made inln ane awd 1l
hecume the fivst Alexandiwnh Menoonite Church
huilding, lacated on the east side of Hishway |5
{Fee TNustridions: Immipration Honses. )

The lund occupied by the Alexanderswohl henno-
nites covers parts of Marvion, Harvey, and MeFherson
counties. This land 3 more level than that of the
Truderthal and Goadenan sectlements. Howevier, i has
all the good qualities of a feriile valley land and s
superior o e sleppes ol Russin because the draughes
in Kansas ure less severe, Fhe spring raing help e
winler wheat mature and vipen bwefore the hoat of
the summer comes. Thiring the last years, the meain
has saffered more {rom an overabundance of rain
thin {rom & lack of mnisture. Conserguently, it s ol
vious that the seitlers in Kansas wil] not have o {ear
the (1hreeal of droughl, BEven the rrasshoppers have not
iscouraped the Rusiian Mennonite settlers, as has
been che case with ather farmers whe Luve moved oo
[archer west 1n ereape the maravdine insects. Previous
expiericnce n Russia made the Mennonites canlideni
Ihat the grasshopper plagues were Lemporary conditions
that ooly came periodically, According to Heinrich
Richere, the riop viclds i Alcxanderwol! were  as
Todlerwes: wlicat, between 12 and 13 hoshels per aere;
barliy, butwoen 15 and 40 hoshels; oals, bebween 20
andl 30 bushels; and comm, Twetween 20 and 40 busheis.
In 1877, the yield was somewhat Jower than had teen

the case in 1075 and 1876,
The West Pruvsian Mennonites
The major center ol business far Uw Wennonite

setilements B Newron, whick s Uw Havey County
scat and has the strateric &, T, & 3. F. train siatioo,
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The railrnad conneces Newton with Lhe 30-mile-disiane
Wichita, the melnpolis ol Snolhwestern Kansas, The
division agent of the Santa Fe has his office in Newton,
and the lecomatives and conductors change in Newion
whin triins come through. Tt ois a lhely lown with
mood prospects Tow the Tuliee, Proceeding from Newton
wer lorn southeast aned arrbve, after a three-mile treip,
ul Coldschar which is a Mennonite settlement of West
Frussian immigrants. Fisst we appraach tw Tamn ol
Hermann Sudermmunn, 3r, noticing also the farmy In
the buckground belonging to Wilbehn Quivine and
llermann Sudermann, Jr. They have only just recently
estahlished themselves hrre (1RT?). (See Tlusieation:
Hermann Swdenanm Farmes.)

Wi conlimoe Menn hiere inoa southerly direction, and
aller a Alflecn-mile teip we awdive ot the newly es-
tahiished West Prussian Mennonice settlement in Bue-
lev Councy near Whilewans, To i nodeealile Uil
these wonndgranls had the capital oeeessary to build
larze und comfortable homes. YWe proceed to the home
of the leader of the cemgregation, Elder Tweombard
HSudetrnann, and his calleagoe and hrother, Aloalan
Sudvrrmann, The Impressive dwelling we enter seenis
to imnply *“there is ropm also far you™ [See Tllustration:
Abraham Hudermann Farm.} The trip and 1l fresh
praicte air have erealed an appetite which is now
lieing satished by a gluss of milk and bread with Lim-
burrer cheese produced by their neighbor Gerhard Re-
gier, It was indeed a practical plan which Regier
realieed by making use of the lescious pasture and
eilaldishing a dairy and cheese {actary, Thus, the v
gin prairie is put to use and the daughters of the hame
are nol the kind of “ladies” who hesitate le join heir
mother in the Lasks required Ty a dairy and cheese
laciory,

Here we discontinue the vse of our rorged, springloss
wagon and moune an elezan) spring hugey with an
excellent Leam, COure gracioos hest has put this con-
veyanar al awr disposal, thos enabling us to make
a lew meore calls. Fist owe wisic Dieteich Claassen,
who has erected a two-story house already palicenerd
afrer American archilectural siyliss. {See Tlhusoaiions:
Mietrich Claassrar Farman! We cnter his home and Rne
hitn willing o give uy seme desived infonnation. The
West Prussian settlement In Butler County consists af
twenty-four families who have acquived 77,000 acres
al land fram the AL T. B & F. Railroad Co. Although
they come Mrome the fectih: Werder delta of the Visiula
Miver in West Prussiv, they find that the land of Butler
County is just as productive, The sedtlers Twlonged
to the Heubuden Mennnnite Chorch of West Prussia
Thelr tmmigralion was caused, in parct, by the ntre-
duclion of the Prussiun Cabiner Order which made i)
chlizatory [ar every citiven 10 de diveet or indivect
military service in Germany. The Bt groop of thess
prosperans families arrived in Ammeriea o TH76, Same
wienl to Bealeiee, Nelirusku, und the others 1o Kansas,
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trerliard Penner, the elder of the Heubuden ATennooie
Church, followed with addicdonal families in 1E77, and
joined 1he Bratrice group. The sedtlers aof Duder Coonly
conseguently have chosen Toe heir elder
Sudermann al Berdlyansk, South Prussia, who origieally
camie frome West Prissia,

The prospects of the Prussian seitlers in Puiler
Clounty are good. They have chosen o [avorable loca-
tion and $heir Geancial resources and hived help will
cemiribiute considerably to their prospericy.

T.eombrared

Gradenberg [ Grace Hill)

O osoe return o Newton we take the opportunily
o wvisip e Goadenberr Mennanites near Sheldon in
IMarvey County. They have come hese numlering 33
[amilies frean & place called Michalin in Russian
Poland. Twenty-seven familivs have already purchased
land while six are still withour. The total al cheir
land heldings is over 3,500 acecs. Thoring their At
sumnua [TATEY they had a sood crop. Even though
the grusshoppers caused a decrease in vield during the
List summer, they are hepeful and eosfideon thal e
“larmers’ elloes amd work will e rewacded

Settlements near Wichita

Our next ey Tromn Newlon is a leain ricde o Wichila
which 15 a sienifeant business town becavse o is the
vod of the line for the A, 'L & 5 B, Railroad. Conse-
quently, the town is the siorage place (or goods to e
shipped cast oe o Lies o Vistrihwted o Gavmees corming in
by wagon, Muclh wheat 15 anoually lransporced from
hicre to the east. L'he cily s located on te Arkansas
River which gives it a charm and sy,

W, Greiffenseein, Lhe: Preseol maver ol Wichita, s
alo considersd Tounder of the city sinee he laid out
the plan for it. The German element is strongly repre-
senled o othe city: Ave af the conncilimen are Granan.
Tr addition the city has & German lank, brewery, and
vilous nther Gernan cnlerpdses, Wichita was fore
merly knewn for the rough characrer of its populalion
when ulmost everybody walking thengh 1he steets
carried a pised with Tame However, presently  the
populatinn s chanpinge o that Albert Hess assuved
ws Lhat the pistol is being replaced by move friendly
instruments. Wherr thers was Tnemerly e sound of
cxplosinng, you can now bear the sound of pianes and
AL,

In order o conviners onesell of the Teiflity of the
sofl of Lhis area, one st lake an clght-mile tip
westwarel 1p the German Cutholic setilemnent of Ger-
manii. which is spread over 20 to 23 miles and con-
sists af IG0 families. They have come hore frome 30in-
nesnen. The reasoms Moo (liear ransfer were the milder
clitnate and the longer summer, as well as the greater
fertility ol the soil, Most of them raise wheat, all 11a
way from [ o 400 acres. They have already erecred
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pne rhurch and intend to Build anolher, They s
being joined by friends from Iowa and other states,

Nine miles south of Wirlils 5 o German setlement,
Ll Paso, eomaisting of 30 1o 40 families wha hawe come
here from thie casl, A thivd Genwan selileawenl 15 lo-
ealcd six miles novth of Wichila ancd consisis of Gersan
Erotestanis. The hrst wen o owelve [aonlics came fream
Ohire, Tndtana, and other custorn scates,

Halstead

We fake the train fromn Wichite and relurn 1n New-
lea in order tn pracesd fom bere o e oest stalion
westwardl, Halstead s located ten miles from Newion.
Wi have heard about chis place many times and ae
surprised to fnd it s ol very Jarge Floweser, we
realize that four ar five years agn il Lad only theee
howises. Moo 3t Tias speead amd prown. Fenmerly, few
Irains siopped bere. Today there are twn branch rail-
roads, a depot with & Lelegraph office, and cvery irin
slops here. O greatl simifrance = the Jour mill ol
I Warkendn amd Company which dresws many peonle
lo tw iown, In addition 1o this there are two succimss-
ful business places and many smaller and Targer slores
aned enwerprises operated by English-speakine cwners.
Halstead has beeome o major ceater for ihe sale of
wheat, drawing mworve and mwore Favmers o e
Prospective seltlers, immigrans, and hosiness people
ctrwvd  Lhe tman '.*.|111}| lias two large hotels, ane of
which s Clermun.

[ERLAN 4

In closing our wisic 1o Halstead, we procecd 0 the
Western Publication Campany. David Goers 15 owner
and manager of gas lney enterpeise. The print shap
B ow swceessful that even che Santa e Railread pub-
lishes ils brochures here, including this one The large
press pring A000 e 12000 pages daly, using news-
printas well as e best quality of paper. In connection
wilh the print shop there s o book bindery and a
booksiare. [n addition 1o various ather jobs the Western
Publicatinn Clempany alse pahlishes e semi-mmonthly
AMennonile paper Zur Heimath and anoches small
paper. Because of is central localinn Halsiead i the
[ogical place [ne this enlerpreise as o owell as {or the
vslablishrment ol o wool fuclory, a paper mill, and
vthier incuseries, Eo hos sufficient water in the Arkansas
Hiver.

The Mennoniie sctilers around Halstead bhave couw
primavily from Sommerheld, linois, and from Lowa.
Vhey, as well as some Mennanites from Russia, con-
stilule Lhe pioneers ameng the German Menooedies
whr hegan the purchase of land from the AT, & 5 T
Railroad. It was Chostian Krehbiel and his group
lrom Sommerfeld, Ilineis, who in the spring of 1874
pechased TR000 acres and reserved an adebitional
0000 acres. The seiclers published o leochure abour
this Menoonite scttlement. Ever since this purchasze,
the acquisition of land by Germans from the AT, &
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8 F. Railroad has contimued unincerrupeed 1o Lhe
present o ghe Geran Theparunent of e Lund Ofee
i1 Topeka,

The choice of the land near Halstead Toe the os-
tablishment of a Geansn setelement, ws well us the
ather places mentioned, has proved to be o fortunaie
v, The land slopes sufbicienty so that esciss waler
will nor Rill the wheat, The Tilinals fwmers find that
the winter wheat can more easily be rajsed in Kansas
M in Ilinois. The frosc does not hore the winter
wheat us they experienced i in thels b slale.

Careful larmers such as Jabn W Roth and Thanied
Haury [three mides norlth of Ialstead), who pay at-
tention (e the proper seeding sensonm and Lhe acher
chotes of the farmer, fiud that the yields ar: as gond
as they wees in sonthern Tlhoos, The sauae s sail hy
the sectlees Treme Toswa amd Russia. The wverage vield
in 1876 ancl 1877 was ten 1o twenty bushels of wheat
per acre. 1o aome cases, thiryy hoshels weee harasied.

somme Wew Vark secllers, armoneg whoen wus William
Barkermeyer, eslalblished themsclves on the land which
orivinally had been reserved by the Halscead Blenno-
nites, 'Lhey were joined by ncher Tamilies oo gl
state af Wew York and Lave organtaed the Mechodist
Clloerch ol TTulstead.

The Mennonite seidement aronnd Falairad sivelsles
three miles o the seuth and lwenly wils o fhe noctl
where Ui horder ol 1he Tand prant of the AL &
A, F. Ruilvesw] = reached, In our excursion ten miles
lo the northwest of Halsiead, we reach the hame of the
elder of the Halstead Mennrmile Chaecl, Vulentin
Keehbiel, (See THostration: YValeotlio Erehbiel Fam.)
His howse, near Turkey Creek and the Little Arkansas
Biver, is clevated and makes a very good impressinn,
Irem here we proceed 1o 1he north and afller an eichl
mile Irmp, we arrive at the little Mennonite town of
Cliristian, which devived its name From  the st
names of the founders Christan Kreehbiel, Chreisian
Hirschler, and Christian Varan, Nex | wae proceed o the
Swist seldrinen of Hoflnonesteld,

Haflnungsfeld | Hopefield ), Moundridge

The seiclement af the Swiss Valhynian Meononies
wha have come from Rusilan Poland begins four miles
Mo Cliristian, After cheir arrival in New York, one
aroup wenl w Santh Dakola, while some sixby [amilies
uncler the Teadeship of Elder Jakob Scucky went o
Mo herson County, Kansas, by way of Lhe Sanla T
Bailroad, We are calling an Jakob Suwky to gel some
informatian ahwnt iy seltdeeoent of 8,400 acres.

T Valliynia the Swiss Mennonices were used ta sandy
soil, while heve in McPhersnn Goonty ey find the
land producing lareer yiclds than it had o Iduossia,
Hrwasowr, they zuiss the Jewish werchants wha came
to Dbuy their butter, egos. and chickens o higher
prices than they are peuling lers Cberwise Qicy are
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well pleased since they are modest and Imigal in thedr
way of hfe. Mrospenty will sooo reward them for all
the elfert expended in transferrine fram Russia o
Amertca. They have atlained the following  yields
during thee threw years in Kansas: wheat, [vom T0 Lo
23 bushels per aove; barley 25 1o 45 bushels; oats, 30
1o 3l bushels. {From the Holfmunmsfeld sectbernent and
congreration later croereed de Tilen, Weal, Zioe, and
hdePherson conaregations.

Eisl and novtheast ol the Swiss Hoffnungsfeld scltle-
nient s the Canton dennenile seillement consisting ol
mere than a bondred Tamilies who wene mmigrants
[rom Polish Russia, Tley vame withiout uny Anenciul
mieans and were zided by Mennonite aid commit-
tees. ‘Uheir morale was very low when they areived.
Thuringe the Arst winler hey had o bes Telped e e
Fantn Fe Rallroad which grunted them Bving quairlcrs
free of charre. ‘The Mennonite aid societies fuimished
foned and clathing. Tn Lthe spring when they were io
wwrer: nola the laod, the Sanla Fe Railrowd made soome
of the land reserved by the Halstead Mennonites wvail-
able o them. The generous condidons af chis ameement
enabled rach Tamily 1 acgnice Invty or eighly acres nf
land, T addition, the ailroad made possible the [eo
transpore of lumber, machinery, and cattle, Finmocial
aid amounting to $#0000 was made available by Lhe
varions Mennotiile ald socleties s that these zeltlers
wire abile Ao purcluse sl aod Tood, Today 1 2
pleisure to make o oip through this community which
is o monoment o owhal can be achiewved thrannh
enulual Telpe The settlereme alveady lias o sehool sl
130 children. Some of the Polisl Mennonites find worl:
11 the nearby Swedish settlement which praduees broom
ey thal. musl Twe el by hand, The ralsing ol hroen
corn # also spreading iolo the neighboring settlerments,

Haffumungsau tn Rewo (Cnunty

Fromw here we proceed once again 1o che town of
Christian, Traveling in a southeastern divection lowares
Turkey Croek) wae veach Uhe Bomos of Jakob and Hein-
rich Reghia. (Bee INustralion: Heincch and  Jakeb
T Farms] Seventeen stacks of wiear gvest uz as
we arrive, ‘The lasc harvest yielded 25 buslals per acne
Across the read ey have feiced oo pastucre and
el a watering hole for the cattle,

Gaoinr west [tom here we cross Turkey Clreek and
reach a large number of hoildings whiclh beloug 1o
the Halfnungsae Mennonite setthernent und chuech.
Many of the selilers nmoigrated [rom the Franzthal
village of the Molotschna settlement in Russia. Henee
the name Franzthal. The illusiration shows hal ao
effart was made Looesiahlish a village as wy had known
it back i Russis, with o row of hooses on both sides
uf the villaze strect and with Hower and weperahls
purdens botween the houses and che sireel. Hack of
the buildings are the fislds and the grain stweks widling
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far the threshing machines. (See Iluscration: Frone
Hhal ¥illage, )

Thrashing Stones and Stoves

Speaking abewt iheushing wives us an accasion 1o
vxplain the eylinder-shaped scones which we ase i
mest o Lhe yards af e Mennonite settlnrneals, but
nal found wnywher: clse. They are threshing stones
thar were used by the Mennonites in Fissia Ly hilching
horses fo the sione and wlling it over the gran il
the: wheat was worked Topse Fom the chaff. The set-
Urers hadl ihese stanes mude after dicie arvival in Kansas.
Tlawever, sonn they fond sue thal the American
threshing machines operaied Ty hoeses ar steam EningE
were mare wlvamageous. Conseruendy, 1the Russian
hreshing siones are lving in e yards winsed and have
heconte an anrienliural anliguity,

What has Leen said about ¢he (hreshing macines
ran alan s satd aboot (e Hows, Iy racks, enliivitors,
vills, and most of the oiher machines, tools, and
cquipient. In rany o cormer of the vartl we can sere
the idle plows and adwre equipment Brovght alome
froen Russia, One should first examine the Amedean
wiachines belare Importing (hen [rom Europe, By doing
so, you will soom find thal Aowrica is Iy years alieadd
of Rusia and several decades ahead of the rest of Fyr
ope.

However, it musi he said ihar 1he Mennonites are
Practical, and have soon given up whatever prejudices
they bhad, They arc taking advantare of all Improve-
ments availahle, T'his progessive spicit and  heir
expertise in agriculture make the Mennonites much
tlesiced snitlers, The Santa Fe Railenad now has seutled
most of lhe Mennnnites thal Tave come an its land.

Many things have already been mentioned which
the Evraprean seeiler finds to his advaimtape upan arrival
in this country. On the other hand, the American musl
be ready to accept those advantages aMered i by
the: Buropean way of lile, Let us reler to just one
mateer, namely the advantage of wing brick or stone
ovens instead of cast iron stoves. The laitor mnst e
hisated with wood or coul, I'he coal can be obluined
liere Tor ahout Tnor to six dollams pur ton, 1he purchase
of which usually requires a cash outlay. To this res[
the Amevican farmer con leawrn Temen the Rissian
Mennanite fanmer,

Tiwe hearth is made of brick or stone an which 1l
covking 15 done. ‘The hig cven, also made of brick, is
Built inla the pariitian wall belwern bwo rooms and,
consequently, heals two, three, or even four rooms.
This aven is sloked in the Eiichen where (he cooking
hwarch I8 lovated. The Tuel consists of pruire hay or
straw. Many American [armers consider it a joke
when they hear thar the Mennonite fammers arc keep-
g warm and cocking their meals by the wse af
straw or praine hay, Many make a teip for miles to
satisly thelr curiosity. The prejedice of the American
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ran only be shattered wlen he is convinced of (he
practical advamtapges chrough a direct confrantation.
Tt docs nol take Lim very long to Neore oul that stray
aud hay are cheaper than the fmported enat and that
stone aned brick ars ol as expensive as dwe purchaze nf
w1 tevm stove. Consequently, e Mennonite oven iy
camyucred many in American home. {See Tlustralions. )

Alter this detour, we continue oo journey hraush
the Hoffnengzau seitdemene., From e willaee af Frans-
thal we proceed five miles 40 the west and drive into
the: well-kep vard of Elder Divtrich Garddort, He lives
in @ large stone hanse that iz identical o the archi-
teciural slyle ol the homes in e Mennanite villages
back in Russia. Althousgh e has 2 large {family, we
firal plenty of room amd cojoy the haspicality. { Seo
Mustralion; Diecrich Gaeddert Fann,

Gaeddirl's HolTnungsan groop origmally migrstoc
romt Russia as pure of he Alexanderwoh) mranp.
Tpon their arrival in Komsas, a geoup under Jakob
Fuller established e Alexandrrwoh] settlerment in
Marinn County, while the Hoflrumgsan group under
Bictrich Gaeddert seclled in Reno County, The 1nial
seAtloment, including a smuller ocroup led by Jakol
Klassea, consists of ncarly 200 [wmilies with over
23000 acres of land, (Editar's Nate: The Hofnnng-
san and Franethal settlers as well as the Alexanderweol!
group, had come to Ressia [rem Branlenhofswalde-
Franzthal, Brandenlnve, Genmany. )

Dictrich Gavddert gives s the follnwing oreniation.
The road which takes us from the Fans of Jakol and
Heinrich Resgier (east of Turkey Creek! westwaed
thnongh Franzthal to Dietrich Garddert's fann is called

“Ginnan Streel” {Dewlsche Strosse, later “Thuelh A

nuel. It orune for twelve qoiles throwgh the carire
seltlernienl ane gnes as far as the bridee acrass the Litle
Arkansus River, Alany this road some forty Mennonite
favailies live oo land purehased [rom 1he Sonta T
Railroad or Trom homesossders. Sondlarly, twa roads
min thremgl the HaMnungsau setderment from the south
to the narth, heginning al the Little Arkansas and
slrelehing ten aniles novth, This cascern moad s knenen
as Schmidt’s Line, narred alter € B Schmidl, e
gencral awenl of the Land Office of the Atchison.
Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad. The Mennonites owe
hisee el and consequently express their matitude o
this way. Sehnidt’s Line leads past Franzthal and s
the main road berwien the towns of Dureton and
MePherson, The feonier §s a station of the 4. T, & SF.
Railvoad nine wmiles west of Habdvad, and the latier is
thi: county seal of 2eFhersan County.

The seconrd road running from the sontly o the nartl
thronugh the Hofnungsau settdement is known as Jalin-
gon Sreee and s Teated three miles west of Selimides
Tine, It is named after anather Jand amane [or the
A1 & 5 T Railroad, A. 3. Johnsen.

Diewrich Gueddert relates that the ground mose he
plowerd sommewhar decper than ey were used to in
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doutle Russia, and s mare sandy than the soil in
Russiv, The highest vield produced by Gaeddert svas
27 bushels per acre, while others harvested up te A5
The average yirld in 1877 was between 13 and 25
bshicls with s maxinuiy of 40 boshels of whear Per
acre. The yield of nuts averagel berwern 30 and 45
with a maximurn of 73 bushels per acre, DBarley was
20 to 40 hushels and rye, 13 0 23 bushels. Welsh corn
produced 40 ta 75 Lbushels per acre.

The largest city near the Hollnungsau settlement is
Hutchinsoe, lorated s the Santa Fe Line in Reno
County, Next n Newton, Huchinson i the larmest
elly wust of Emporia.

South ol Iutchinsny s an Arish Mennanite sctrle
ment in the making, These seitlers are eoroing in from
the state of Todiana. IL s expected that, because of
over popmlation, Amish from Ohin and Pennsybvania
will coroe weshward to join them.

From Hutchinsen. thee Santa Fe rmoves eizhieen
miles westward towards Sterling, which is Incated on
the Arkansas Kiver. Ancther lwenty-three miles west-
wardd i Ellinwnod i Barton County near the Big
Arkansas River, This large German seltlement is the
venter of lhe Germania colany where 300 Germun
Tarnilics have seriled. Between this settlement and Great
Brad some Goaman Bapiists and Muthodists hawe
establishie] themselves,

Gradenthal

Foliowing the Walnut Valloy for eivhieen to Ewenty-
fve miles, we encounter ihe mast beaotifil BCLRCIY
alongr the Walne River with the Jusciaus bufTalo gras
of the endless prairie and the fields awaiting the far-
mer's plongh, Ileve we run into the villase of Elder A.
Halnhart who maved {rom Gnadenaw, Marion County
tn Rush County swhere he seitled with 30 families on the
Walnut River, Although the homes eonsist of termpomy
dumouts, they contain satisfied inliabitants siner: oo
one: reaped less than owenty hushels of wheal per acre
in 1877 Somwe tenm miles northeast of Cnudenthal,
Tautheran: from the Vaolga River have seteled, and
Lwenly miles northwest of Great Rend we visil 2 sroup
of Moravians (rom Awstvia who had foliowed the
invitation of C, B, Sehmidt 1o sertle in Kunsas. They
named theie setdement Trichenz aftee the place rom
which they had come,

Pawnee Back

Returning 10 Griat Bend we ride nine miles oo the
Santa Fe lrain until we reacl Pawnee Rork. Thirty-
seven Miennonite families liove established o seitlement
twor to ten mniles freon the town. They came from Ris-
siun Poland thice years aca. Their wheat harvest ranped
bredwieen 28 aud 33 hoshels, Tnaddition 1o the buffalo
reass, plenty of Bluesstern orass can be found., Canse-
yuently, fes larmers make hay sioee the eatlle ean
remain ot in pasture through most of 1the winler, Ilay
i& made only for the few cold winter days,

After a visit to Nettleton, Kinsley, and Oliferle o
ser Gaerman settlers fenm Rawony, Alsace, and aother
plarvs, we avrive in Dodee Cliy and find a strone
represenialion of German seltlers in this area.

Agriculture

A considerable amount of winler wheal lias been
sown sinee the veming of the Muenoenites, In 1B77.
837,125 weres were planted aned the following year, the
Reure was 1,243,313 acres, Some apple trees an: licing
planted as well as peach, cherry, and pear trees,

When a Buropean farmer hears shout o wheat Feld
comsisting of 4,000 acres, e imagines that an army
of field warkers, hores, and oxen are neccssy o
wark it Kansas farmers have wheal ficlds of 1,000 to
A0 aeres, and they hire athees to plant and reap
their crops.

A eeneral ohservation in vegard 1 the price of the
lawe] needs to be made. The price of the land of the
Grrman setilemenis iz rising mpldly because af the
increase in population, Bspecially the Mennanites coa-
tribulis Lo the ncrease in farm land priees heeanse they
like to seitle next to their relatives and [riends. This is
understandable, but unfortunately, the landowners ke
advantage of Lhis siluation and raise their prices. Tl
high land prices in “completed seltlemens” misicad
srrne in theiv evaluation of land prices, The A, 1. &
5, F. Kallvoad s111] has 2,300,000 acres of the kesc land.
Groups of ten o thirty famiiies can sull find land ap
regsomihie proces some fifty to one hundred miles away
from the large German setlements in Murion, Harvey,
liutler, MePheson, and Reno counties,

{dranstated by Corvelive Krahn)

Meanno Simans Lectures Published

The lanuary isue of Meagomite Life {19707 was devoted to the topie "Reformalion and Revolution”

presented by Alvin Heachy, Jamws Juhnke, William Keeney., and Commelins Krahn.

Mennonite Life,
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Part II—Illustrations

Kansas
Mennonite

Settlements,
1877

The German Sctlement in Seuthwest Kunses on the
Land of the Atchizon, Topekn, ond Sonta Fe Railraod
Company is 1he tronslated title of the 48- poge bock-
let by © B Schmiar, which is prezented in athreviat-
ed form in the orticle ' Kansas Mennonite Settle-
mentz” in the beginn'ng of {his issue. Many of the
fallowing illustrutians mre loken lram the ghawve
beoklet by C. B, Schmich. The artist wha sccomr panied

. B. Schmidr is unknown. |See Fhcta Cradits.)
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awncd ond oiiered by the railroad.

Repraauction of on early Atchison, Topeka, and
Sonta Fe train which breught the setilers to Konsas,




Leanhard Suderman (1821-19080) was o
gelegata to 51, Pelersburg ond to the
Americon frontier in 1873, Later b2 was
elder of the Emmaus Mennonite Church
at Whitewnter.

Poul Tachetter [1842-191%] wos a dele-
gote ta 5. Petershurg pelitioning con-
tinued exemption from milifcny sarvice,
H& ana his uncle, Larenz Tscheler, were
ite Hutterite representotives of o dele-
ootian of twealee in search Far land in
the prairie stores in 1873,

The "Teutanic’ wos one of the ships which
braught the Mennonites frem Borspe ta New
Y¥ork or Philodelphia.
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Elder Dietrich Goeddert's "Application

for Land” doted 1874, He poid $1.65 o ————
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per ocre,
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. M. Harms' “Afirmation af Man-Resistonce'” dated 1384,

Affirmation ot Non-Resistant.

"
i

F dn salemnly, sinrerely and truly decliors and ngfirne that T ape o resiodentd of Horooy
pene ek, Stade of Kansas, avd @ momber of the Keligious Seafefy or Clavrols Lrowne cened oadlad
iy Ehe narse Mennandtes, @wnd Lhet according fo e creed wad diseipline af aaid Sociefy, the

Daeering rrins o fordidder, and this T do vader e paing end pe;mitiﬂs A Perriy.

E-"aunty ﬂ.lark'.
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Early Atchison, Topeka, Santa Fe Railroad Statian in Mewren, ¥eansas. From
here the Mennonites settlec an the adjocent Santa Fe land.

Wiew of the total Bruderthal
settlement. The settlers come
traom worious ports of West
Prussio and Russia.

Wilhelm Ewert's form in the
Brudeihal  settlement  neor
Hillsbaora, Kansas {1877). The

odjacent farm kelongad to )
Fuek,




For decacles the Friesen windmill
of Grnaodenau wos o londmark of
the cammunity.

The Krimmer [Crimean] Mernonite Brethren
Church ol the settlement Gnodenau, 1877,

The Gnodenou wvillage [1877) estoklished by Krirmmer AMennanite
Brethren settlers under #he leadership of Elder Jokab Wishe,



The public well either at the Alexancerwohl Immi-
grant Houwse ar the Ghodennu village.

A Russian willow trunk. Mast of the heir-
laom teunks were built of solid in-laic
wood ond dre naw precious antigues,
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The Mennonites frem Russio waore typ-
ical peoasant kerchiel:, caps, aprons,
ond sonclols |Schlarren| or high leaiher
boots. These were glsa used by them
in Russia and West Prussia.

Distributicn of mail at the Gnadenau Post Qe




View al the inside of ene of the Immigront
Houses feafuring all of the activities taking
ploce in sueh “communal living.” The illus-
wrotions pp. 70-73 first appeared in Frank
Leslie's Nustricte Zeitung, Mew Yarl:, March
20, 1875, and were reprinled numerous
times. (%ze Fha'o Craagits.)

Outdoor Sundoy wership ot ane of the Alexander-
wohl lmmigrant Houses in 1874.
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The Alexanderwchl Menranite Immigrotion Hauses. The Sonta Fe ossisted the
tomilies in worious communities in erecting five Temporary Houses.




Alexonderwahl Villugas in Kansas, 1874, The villages disintegrated gradually but traces af them are na-

ticeable even today.
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Alexanderwehl Mennanite Church, Goessel, Kanms Enterrmnlng the West-
ern District of the Genernal Cenferenre Mennonite Church in 1886,



Hachfold, ane af the ariginal nine wvilogss of the Alexanderwohl Menncnite
settlemrent, illustraring the eady lond distribution so that sach farmer wauld gst
some land nearby and some farther awoy [see text for detoils).

The willage VWeidefald was
lacated on rhe Sauth Cet-
tonwoad River. When the
deleqgaotes  inspected  the
land, they rested in ths
shade of the big elm tree
cnd haod their lunch, The
farm  belonged to Pater
Harms.

. B, &chmidt wisited the
lorm of Abrahom Reimer
near Hachfeld. He was alza
later wisited by MNohle L
Prentis.




The farms of Heinrich and lakab Regier,
sautheasr aof Turkey Creek, canstituted
a part of the Hoffhungsau setlement.

The villige of Franzthal af the | lofnungscu
settlement.

The farm of Elder Dieirich Goeader aof
the HeofMiungsou Church mear Buhler,
Kansas. These settlers ware ariginally o
part of the large Alexarderwohl greup
in Russic,




The foarr at Elder Yaleatin Krchbisl ten miles narthwest
of MHalstead. Krehbis wos the tirst Elder of the Halstead
Mannonite Churgh.

The Holstead Mennonita setlement was estob-
lished on the Little Arkonsas River orimaorily
by Summerhald, llinsis, Mennonites.  |Mote
names of early settlers |
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Galdschar, a small ¥Weast Prussicn
villoge lacated 1hree miles sauth-
east of Mewton, wos started in
1877 and occupied by Hermarnn
Sudermann, S, Hermann Suder-
mann, Jr, and Wilhelm Quiring.

Abtroham Sudermmann home
in Butler Coumty, which he
shored Tar o while with the i
glder and delegoie Lean-
hard Sudermann.

Farm of Dietrich Clogssen. Both farms were o
part of the lorge West Prussian settlerment neor
Whitewater ond Elbing,

The roilrood depot (18868) of Moundridge, Kansas,
where the Zwiss Volhynion Mennonites from Polish
Russig seftled] on Sonta Fe lands in 1874,
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M, and Mrs. Joe C. Adolph and Maria pr and Mis, Joe locet and Kothrina
Groaring, Goading. Grolier. Geoesring and =an.

Euarly Swiss Volhynian Ssttlers of the fMoundridae &rea.

The Seventiath Anniversary af the Swiss Welhynion Menncnites of the Eden Men-
nonite Church, 1944, Many of them were born in Malliynio, Russia,
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