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According to one source there were 2,460 Mennonites in Volyn Gubernia in 1874.1  Of those 2,460 

Mennonites, 1,954 intended to leave the Empire of Russia in 1874.  That would leave 506 remaining in 

Volhynia.2   

Indeed, in 1874-5, the great majority of these Low German Mennonites left Ostrog County.  Most of 

those who stayed consolidated to the village of Fürstendorf/Lilewa.3 

Karolswalde became largely inhabited by German Lutherans4; Antonowka became inhabited by Czech 

Catholics5; Jadwanin became inhabited by Czech Catholics.6 

 

Lutheran Karolswalde, by Claire Schachinger Krause 



The Low German Mennonites continued to leave Volhynia, from Fürstendorf/Lilewa, in small groups or 

even individually.  This continued through the 1880s and 1890s, and then again after 1905 until about 

1909. 

At some point in the late 19th Century, two new German villages, Mikhailivka and Stanislavka, were 

added.  The history of these villages is unclear and we do not know for sure how many Low German 

Mennonites lived here. 

There are accounts of some who left who did not pass physical inspections, and were sent back to 

Volhynia.7 

P.M. Friesen estimated that only 7 adult Low German Mennonites were left in Volhynia by 1909.8  Some 

of these may have lived in villages nearby to Fürstendorf/Lilewa, including Dertka or Kuniv.9 

In 1914, many Germans were deported from Volyn ahead of World War I.10 

In the early 1920s, collectivization was introduced to the area.  Mikhailivka was the seat of the local 

German village collective which also included Karolswalde and Lilewa.  Antonowka and Jadwanin were 

placed in one of two local Czech collectives.11 

In the 1930s, Fürstendorf/Lilewa became inhabited by German Lutherans. 

 

“Dorf-koline Lesnoe” 1935-1936; author unknown 

On March 26, 1936, the First Secretary of Vinnytsia Oblast ordered Shepetivka Okrug to compile a list of 

1,000 German and Polish families to be evicted.  Shepetivka apparatchiks reveled in their work and 

nominated 1,535 families.  Among these were 11 from Stanislavka, 30 from Lilewa, and 25 from 

Mikhailivka.  These plans were inflated; perhaps only 200 families total were evicted.  The village of 



Stanislavka was at this point wiped from the map.  In June of 1936, another 374 families were evicted, 

and in August, 300 more.12   

Typically, the Soviets came into the villages and told them that certain people would be evicted to 

strengthen the border zone.  They were told they’d be settled on fertile farms, given the equivalent of 

25 acres, and would be tax exempt for 3 years.  They’d also be given loans to get started in their new 

location.  They said that the government would organize medical care infrastructure.  Those chosen for 

eviction were given a few days to prepare for travel.  In some cases, monetary compensation was 

awarded.  Of course, these were all lies.  After the train ride to Kazakhstan, these new settlers huddled 

in tents or in holes in the ground; no building materials, health care, loans, or infrastructure was 

provided.  Many died.13   

In the summer of 1936 as many as 45,000 Germans were loaded into cattle cars and shipped by rail 

almost 2,000 miles east to Kazakhstan.  This was all done as a result of Resolution number 776-120ss 

which was issued by the Peoples Commissariat of Ukraine in April, 1936.14 

In 1942, German authorities removed all remaining ethnic Germans from the villages near Ostrog and 

settled them at Yuvkivtsi, south of Pluzhne.  The village was renamed Zonental.15  Yuvkivtsi had 

previously long been home to a group of Muslim Tatars who were supposedly displaced at that time. 

A list of inhabitants of Jadwanin who were combatants in World War II includes 2 Nightengale men.16 
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