to bear arms, early Mennonites migrated fram one European
country to another. Russia at one time offered haven to
a part of this group because of their skilled farming abili-
ty. As a certain group was traveling to the Molotschna
region, the Russian Czar Alexander met and wished them well
(wohl in German). This is the origin of the name Alexander-
wohl.
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and elevator in 1984.
In 1986 we remember - the vision and faith of our fore-

fathers. In 1986 we pledge - to seek vision and grow in
faith to deal with spiritual issues as well as arms control,
human sexuality, and the economic crisis of farming.




INTRODUCTION

This booklet is produced as part of the Centennial observance of the
construction of the Alexanderwohl Memnonite Church of 1886. In this

observance of 1986, we have collected recollections of older members
of the church which appear as Part I. In Part II, we publish some
documents from the church vault which may not be readily available to
the average church member.

What this booklet is not is an official history of the church, or
of the church building. This has been done in other publications
(The Story of Alexanderwohl, by David C. Wedel; / Alexanderwohl
Architecturey MENNONITE LIFE, March 1986 by Brian Stucky; other

various articles).

The recollections collected in this booklet are, of course, considered
a primary source in historical research. However, in a church

of this size, there are undoubtedly those who disagree with the
storyteller. Rather than declare any given story as inaccurate

or invalid, we would prefer to let these recollections stand as they
are; as informal recollections and remembrances from each person's
point of view. The Centennial Comittee therefore does not necessarily
guarantee the accuracy of the stories nor present them as documented
historical fact, but rather as simple stories of the people of this
church for the enlightenment of it members and friends.in order to
better understand who we are and how we came to be.

The vault of the Alexanderwohl Church contains treasures which overwhelm
even the seasoned researcher. Diaries, trustee's records, church minutes,
genealogies, Photographs, and other documents which continue to be
donated by families cleaning out the attic are great in number, but

the Church Historian welcomes more. Because of the unique, very long
history of this church, there is much yet to be discovered. Dr. D.C. Wedel,
speaking in the Sunday School class on Alexanderwohl history, made the
claim that another whole book could be written from what is contained

in the letters, diaries, etc. in the vault. Again, this should not be
viewed as musty old history, but as part of how we came to be

the people we are today.

The Centennial Committee of Brian Stucky, chm., Velda Duerksen, Church
Historian, Laura Flaming, secretary, Anita Boese, and David Esau wish
to thank all those who have assisted in this observance in any way.



A BRIEF SKETCH OF THE HISTORY OF THE ALEXANDERWOHL MENNONITE CHURCH

The origin of the Alexanderwohl Mennonite Church families can be traced back to the various
provinces of the Netherlands in the 16th century. During the years 1556 to 1565, hundreds

of the Flemish people fled to the northern provinces of the Netherlands because of severe
religious persecutions. During the first half of the 17th century, 1600 to 1650, and even
before, many of these families migrated to West Prussia, settling in the Danzig area between
the Vistula and the Nogat Rivers. Most of these settlements were made up of Mennonites who
were actually refugees due to severe religious persecution because of their staunch objection
to military service. Their backgrounds varied, coming from both, Dutch and German nationali-
ties besides being from different Anabaptist and Pietist groups.

The Przechowko Church in West Prussia, which i1s the mother church of Alexanderwohl, was com—
posed of Mennonites.who settled near Schwetz on the Vistula River about 1540. 1In 1820 a
large portion of the Przechowko Church migrated to the Molotschna area in' South Russia, with
Elder Peter Wedel leading the group. During this journey the story is told that they met
Czar Alexander I, and that he inquired of them about their former home and their destination,
and in parting wished them well (wohl). The village of Alexanderwohl was established near
Halbstadt in South Russia in 1821 by 21 families. * For 53 years Alexanderwohl prospered in
South Russia. In 1874 Elder Jacob Buller led the Alexanderwohl congregation to Kansas.

About 800 persons, including children, lift Russia in July 1874, coming on two ships, the
Cimbria and the Teutonia. This included almost the entire Alexanderwohl church membership
plus some others who had joined the group. Migration from Russia to Kansas was due to the
new military law of 1871 in Russia which introduced compulsory military training, and because
of increasing difficulty in acquiring land to support its rapidly increasing population.

A large portion of the families in this congregation settled in the Goessel, Kansas area.
The Santa Fe Railroad built two immigrant houses near the middle of the section on which the
church now stands. Before winter of 1874 arrived, 80 families had built houses and moved to
their farms. The immigrant houses were then moved together to form a place of worship. In
1886 a new church was completed on the present site, a replica of which may be seen in the
Mennonite Historical Complex in Goessel. 1In 1928 the church was completely remodeled, and
in 1961 Sunday School rooms and other improvements were added.

Since the migrations consisted of congregational groups, complete church records were brought
along and have been preserved. The earliest records were compiled by Jacob Wedel, elder of
the Przechowko Church in West Prussia. Some of the dates in this record go back to 1625.

Some of the important beliefs of the Mennonite Church are:
~The Bible should be our guide for faith and life
~That Jesus Christ is the son of God, and the highest revelation of God that man has known.
Therefore we should put our faith and trust in Him and endeavor to pattern our lives after
His example
-Since His life is best exemplified by love, simplicity, service, stewardship and witness,
these should all be important ingredients of our lives
—-The Mennonite Church believes in what is called "The Believer's Church", with only adult
Christians as members. Baptism is an adult decision which a person makes at the time of
committing one's belief to Christ '
~The Church is a congregation of love, which mutually helps each other when there are’
financial difficulties, sickness, tragedy, and moral and spiritual problems
~The Mennonite Church believes that it's wrong to take another human life and refuses to

part1c1pate in war
—Honesty is another important virtue, which is exemplified in our belief in the non-

swearing of oaths
~The Mennonite Church has a world-wide mission program and also a world-wide peace..aund

relief organization
~There are many different denominations of Mennonites. Those in this community belong to

General Conference Mennonite Church whose headquarters are in Newton, Kansas

~ compiled by Velda Duerksen

()



ELDERS OF THE ALEXANDERWOHL CHURCH IN KANSAS
(From the Constitution of the Alexanderwohl Mennonite Church,
Appendix III, 1976)

Name Life Span Ordained Elder

Jacob Buller 1827-1901 1859 1869-1896

Peter Balzer 1847-1907 1884 1896-1907
Heinrich Banman 1843-1933 1884 1910-1915

Peter H. Unruh 1881-1943 1910 1915-1943

C.C. Wedel 1871~-1954 1896 Interim 1943-1944
P.A. Wedel 1897-1967 1925 1944-1960

John Thiessen 1893-1967 ' Interim 1960-61
Aaron J. Epp 1918~ 1947 1961-1970

Ronald Krehbiel 1931- 1956 1970-1978

C. Nevin Miller Interim 1978-79
Orlando Waltner 1914~ 1939 Associate 1974-1982
Ronald Krehbiel 1931 1956 1979-1981

David C. Wedel 1908~ 1936 Interim 1981-1982
Pastoral Team

Kenneth Rupp 1941 1967 1982~

Anne N. Rupp 1932- 1977 1982

Orlando Waltner 1914~ 1939 1982~

LIST OF MINISTERS

Name Born Ordained Died
Peter Voth 1815 ? 1896
Heinrich Richert 1831 1859 1895
Peter Pankratz 1844 1876 1909
Abraham Woelk 1840 1875 1900
Peter Unrau 1824 1859 1915
Heinrich Goertz 1835 1867 1904
Jacob Richert 1844 1876 1916
Peter Buller 1863 1896 1956
C.C. Wedel 1871 1896 1954
P.H. Richert 1871 1896 1949
P.R. Voth 1870 1896 1961
P.P. Buller 1874 1905 1958
J.J. Banman 1874 1910 1948
Franz G. Pankratz 1871 1912 1955
H.T. Unruh 1885 1918 1976
Dr. C.H. Wedel 1860 1890 1911
(7
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AN INTERVIEW WITH ART BANMAN

PLEASE GIVE ME A BRIEF LIFE HISTORY OF YOURSELF.

My grandfather and grandmother Bamman came across with the
migration in 1874. WMy grandfather was Heinrich Banman. He
was a teacher in Russia and also a preacher. When he came
over, he was a minister in the Alexanderwohl Church and later
was an elder for several years. WMy parents were both born
here in the states. They were both Alexanderwchl people.

Dad was a farmer. He farmed about 120 acres. That was big
enough at that time to support a family. They had livestock,
chickens, and a few cows. O0Of course, wheat was the main crop.

I came alang in June of 1904 and was baptized in June of
1822 by the Rev. P.H. Unruh. My wife and I were married in
August of 1826. She was Frieda Schmidt. She was born exactly
six months later than I, in December of 1904. She was baptized
at the same time in 1922. Church was always important to us.
We went to church whenever mother's health allowed or the
roads permitted. :

We lived in the middle of the section. The roads were
very muddy, gumbo. You know how heavy the soil is arocund
Goessel. We lived about three miles northwest of Goessel
and the church. '

Transportation was by horse and buggy or wagon at the time.
Papa bought his first car in 1917. We could drive enly when
it was dry. The first car I remember was in about 1910 or
1811. The doctor owned a car. He came out whenever there
was sickness. Doctor Kaiser braved any kind of weather.

I attended grade school from 1912-1919 in a one room
schoolhouse. We lived a mile and three-guarters from the
school. After grade school, I had two years of preparataory
school in the years 1920-1822. We drove to school in a buggy
or many times on horseback. We rode the old mare. I didn't
have a pony, so I just rode a work horse. After I finished
the preparatory school, Dad bought a Ford roadster in 1923
which we used from there on.

Art and Frieda Banman served the Alexanderwohl Church as
custodians from January 1 of 1936 through the year of 1951,
They also farmed the land owned by the church. With his
many musical talents, Art enriched the church life at
Alexanderwohl,

WHAT ARE SOME OF YBUR REMEMBRANCES OF YOUR LIFE AT
ALEXANDERWOHL?

One important event I think was when Rev. P.H. Unruh
taught a Bible class. It was an intense study during the
winter months of about 1921. This required intensive study
and we were graded on our work. I remember geing to these
Wednesday evening classes riding horseback on cold winter
evenings. . S '

WHAT WAS THE FUNCTION OF THE VORSANGER?

The Vorsghger were seated on the platform. They announced
each number and started the singing, but did not direct the
song. They remained seated. When we bought the organ I
think the,Vorsénger were challenged., They felt their office
didn't amount to anything any more. When the church was
remodeled in 1928 no provisions were made for the Vorsi3ngsr
to sit. I think they felt a little slighted. I think in the
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records we find that they resigned as a body at one time
when this came about.

We had choir practice once a week preparing special music
for Christmas and Easter, special occasions. The choir didn't
sing for the church services. It was something special for ‘
the holidays. The choir was directed by Rev. J.J. Banman,
one of the preachers and also a teacher at the preparataory
school. As far as I can recall, I.was the first one that
played the organ for the choir. Before that the choir would
have sung a cappella.

- From the records I can find, the church bought the first
organ, which is the one we have here*, in 1906. It was pur-
chased with the help of P.R. Schroeder of Mountain Lake,
Minnesota. The manufacturer was the Packard Company of Fort
Wayne, Indiana. _

That church organ eventually went to the Indian mission
in Oklahoma. 0One day my wife and I decided to see if ue
could buy the organ back from the mission. We did go, found
it still there, and asked for it. "Yes," they said, "It is
just standing there collecting dust and we don't ever need
it." They had another organ that looked very beautiful.

They thought that was the better organ, but I knew better.

I gave them $75 for it at the time. That was many years
ago. They were very happy, and I was happy too. I could
have had it for nothing as far as that is concerned because
they were glad to get rid of it. As for restoring it, I have
just cleaned it out. There are a few reeds missing. I have
tried to get them, but haven't been able to determine where
to obtain them. An ordinary house reed organ probably has
one set of reeds, but this one has many sets of reeds, all .
of different tonal character. The stops all speak with VEery
few exceptions. They have a different tone quality or timbre,
so one needs to know how to mix it properly so it has a nice
sound. The bellows could stand repairing. I have to pump
pretty hard but they still work.

One innovation which came in about 1922 was when Rev. J.J.
Banman first tried using a small string ensemble to accompany
the choir at the annual S#8ngerfest, which was held that year
at the Hoffnungsau church. The members of the choir and the
ensemble were very proud of their combination. It was some-
thing different and was very well received. But I don't
remember that it was continued.

We had our own private little orchestra which gathered
mostly in our home. I played keyboard instruments. We had
a flute and cello, a couple of violins, and perhaps a baritone
horn. It was rudimentary, but we tried.

Some people played in bands, however their music wouldn't
have been allowed in church. There was too much of a reminder
of the military associated with the band ‘instruments. That
was a very hot issue for quite awhile.

I started the men's chorus in the late thirties. A younger
men's chorus was directed by Herb Framz. During the 1940's
a tape recorder was purchased by the men's chorus to provide
the residents and patients at Bethesda with a recording of
the Sunday mormning service. A later project of the men's
chorus was to run a line from the church to Bethesda to relay

*church organ currently owned by Art Banman, Newton, K35
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the worship service each Sunday morning.

The closest I can remember we got the piano was about
1926. Rev. J.J. Banman had an important part in getting
that instrument.

WHAT DO YOU REMEMBER ABOUT THE CHURCH BUILDING?

For a period of approximately ten years carbide gas was
used to light the church. Previous to that they had big
coal oil lamps with reflectors, in the fraont of the church,
but you couldn't see much by that light. I remember that
the use of carbide gas was discontinued after there was an
explosion one evening after church when the custodian went
to the small building to the west of the church. He was
carrying a lantern while going to check on everything which
ignited the gas and the whole thing blew up. The custodian
was burned, but I don't think very seriously., Not long
after that incident,.the church bought two Delco type gener-
ating units which they started for the evening meetings.

They made noise, but they were far enough away from the
church that we could still have our meetings.

I remember the two large stoves that we used in the first
church building. How hot it was close to the stoves and how
cold the rest of the building was. They were fueled by coal.
The janitor or caretaker had to fire those stoves during the
service whenever it was necessary.

I think there was a stairway and a small basement in the
northeast corner of the church before the big basement was
dug. Then in 1920 the church building was raised with many
screw jacks to a height where a basement could be dug. The
dirt was removed with horses and slips. It was very hard
underneath, of coursef there hadn't hbeen any rain there for
many years. With the excess dirt they made a big pile and -
used it for fill dirt. The ground was guite low around the
church.

Un ocassions such as this church people liked to show off
their horses; the beautiful teams they had and how much .
unity the two horses had in pulling a slip. There was also
a spirit of fellowship. We had a good time in spite of all
the hard work.

The facilities in the basement, before 1928, for weddings
and eventsmust have been rough. The water for the coffees
was carried from the janitor house to the church. They
heated the water in the kitchen using a cauldron, we called
a Miagrope. ] ,

Before they had the basement they made temporary tables
upstairs by turning the pews back to back and laying boards
on top. Everyone carried their food up to the balcony to eat.
Those tables served the purpose but it was hard to get around.

As custodians we lived in the house on the church grounds.
The first custodian house was built reusing some of the wood
from the immigrant house. The house did not have insulation,
in fact, inside the house you saw the bare 2X4's and the inside

of the exterior siding. So it was a cold house in winter.
In the evening we would fire up the kitchen stovg, but by
morning the water on top of the stove was frozen. In about

1947 a house was moved from Lehigh to the church grounds to
be used as the custodian house.

PLEASE TELL ME ABOUT FUNERAL PROCEEDINGS.

In my recollection funerals were always held in church,
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preceded by a short service with the family at the home.

Before there were undertaskers what was done, as in the
case of my grandfather Quiring, after he died, they dug a
grave in the granary part of the barn for the body. Then they
covered the body with ice until the funeral, which was pro-
bably in two days.

WHO WAS THE FIRST ELDER TO RECEIVE A SALARY?

The ministers were either teachers or farmers. Thus,
they were considered to be self-supporting. It was probably
in the early twenties when the church began giving them a
small salary or stipend. Rev. P.H. Unruh was probably the
first elder to receive a salary. I know Rev. C.C. Wedel
didn't want to accept anything.

WHAT WAS THE PROCEDURE FOR ELECTING AN ELDER?

I think he must first have been a minister before becomirg
an elder. The election was an open ballot and was very
democratic. The elder usually was selected from among the
group. In my early years that is the way it was done.

Later a candidate for the position was recommended by a
committee,

We had only one elder, Altester. The elder was the main
leader. He did the baptizing and marrying. The ministers
were a bit more in the background. Once in awhile a minister

would be asked to marry a couple and they would consent to
do that.

WHEN DID THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE COME INTO USE?

In the late thirties the guestion of language became a
serious question because of the war with Germany. German
speaking Mennonites were under suspicion for preaching in the
German language. That was a very hard adjustment to make,
especially for the older people. I think it was hard for the
minister also. I remember some rather gueer sentences, very
literal translations from the German. But that could be ex-
pected because the ministers didn't have alot of educatian,
Some of them had had some college, yes, but by and large, not.
This language revolution, if you want to call it that, started
by having an English service once a month and later twice a
month., As time went on through the months and years we ended
up having a German service . once.a month. One can possibly
imagine, in our case, listening to a Spanish or French service.
You don't get anything out of it.

There was pressure to learn English from the people of

the nearby town of Newton. They had signs in the streets
like the following which read: "If you can't speak the
English language--learn it or else get out."” Some of the
Newton merchants lost alot of business. I remember Sanders
Feed and Grain. Sometime later Mr. Sanders said, "l learned
my lesson, I'll never do that again."” He was boycotted by
the Mennonites. The time of language transition was not a
very good time. It caused a lot of confusion.

WAS THE WEARING OF A HEAD COVERING FOR THE WOMEN A PART
OF THE CHURCH DISCIPLINE?

I.cdon't think that was especially stressed during my day.
The main time they would wear the caps was to church. They
didn't wear them at home. The caps were made very nice and
frilly, although being stylish wasn't their purpose. I
know the grandmothers in my day wore the Kaupkje, or cap,
but that didn't continue on into the next generation as I
remember.,

(%)



WHAT ABOUT MEN'S BEARDS?

I don't think it was part of church discipline. Some
wore a beard for their own reasons.

HOW WAS COMMUNION CELEBRATED IN THE EARLIER YEARS?

Communion was always very special. I still think about
it guite often when I think of our Communicn nowadays. We
rush through it. At that time, during the distribution of
the bread the minister and deacons went from pew to pew
and isle to isle. The minister repeated the Passion story,
slowly, until everyone had been served; always emphasizing
the broken body of Christ. Distribution of the wine was
quite similar except when the wine was distributed he always
stressed the blood of Christ. He referred to all the scripture
references to the blood of Christ. That to us was always very
impressive. There was a sermon hefore the Communiocn celebra-
tion. The children did not go to church on Communion Sunday.
Most of the parents were able to come to Communion because
either the children stayed by themselves, or the neighbors
went together to babysit. The common cup was used until
the forties when they replaced it with individual cups. I
think that was a good thing. As far as I can remember
we never used wine, it was grape juice.

The deacon's wives were responsible for the bread. They
used zwieback dough to make a piece of bread no bigger than
your thumb. The attendance on Communion was less because
the children stayed at home, but also people for various
reasons felt they couldn't attend. Some people thought they
had to be perfect in order to attend Communion. I think we
use a little different theory today.

At first footwashing was part of every Communion service.
Men and women were separated in church. Footwashing was done
Jjust where people were seated in their pews. Part of the
footwashing ritual included the holy kiss and embrace. If
done in the right spirit, I think footwashing is a very good
thing. It came to the point where people walked out when it
came to that part of the service though, or others stayed at
home for that Sunday. There wasn't the spontaneous love that
this ritual reguired. The church decided to discontinue
footwashing about the mid-thirties.

@
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ADOLPH BARTEL REMINISCENCES

In the early days, I remember that weddings were usually in a hame or tent,
not in the church like now.

The Sunday before Cammnion was always a "preparation" day, and Camunion
Sunday we held an offering for the poor in our church.

The country school districts were almost an extension of the central church.
Iet's say in 1910 or so, the church was, in Jewish terms, a "Temple", and the
outlying areas, school districts, were "synagogues". -That's where you get the
names of our church districts: Std Blumenfeld, North Blumenfeld, Gnadenthal,
etc. That's where they would have Sunday School and choir practice, too. Before
this church was built, that's where they would worship, too. But that's the
place where people really got involved. 2And the school districts were to them
very sacred. Never did we have a Christmas program in the church. Christmas
programs were held in the schools - and not a secular program. They did have
Christmas trees, but otherwise religiocus. But on the outskirts (of the Alex-
anderwohl territory) Santa Clause took a big part of the celebration. The teach-
erziwould "~ call those together who wanted to sing, and they'd have "Singstunde"
(choir practice) and they'd be part of the program. It would always be on
Christmas Eve, the night of the 24th.

When the first paid minister, P.A. Wedel, I think, came here, he couldn't
understand! Christmas Eve at Alexanderwohl and nothing doing? To him that was
a travesty! He couldn't see that. He also got support from ancther couple,
and eventually they did have a program on the 24th. But the people were upset.
It was just like breaking samething sacred. P.A. Wedel reasoned, "Why, you can
still have your Christmas programs in school, only we should have it in church
on the 24th."” That was one of the traditions that didn't break easy. There
used to be church on the 26th, also, a "second holiday" that had a mission
emphasis. Further back, they had 3 holidays at times like Christmas and Easter.

In early days, the "Verwdlter" (District Representatives) were given much
more power than now. There was a ncmjnatlng camittee, and a program cammittee
which make the preaching order of the various ministers.

My dad, Peter Bartel, was on the Trustees at the time of the remodellng in
1928. Others were Cornelius R. Voth, P.U. Schmidt, Cormelius F. Unruh (brother
to Dan), and Gerhard Duerksen.

Why remodel in 19282 Well, aside from those in the balcony not able to
see, the Sunday School department was pressuring for rooms. There was a thought
to building a new church to the east, but that never happened. 2nd there was
a heating problem - places in the building stayed cool. When the basement was
built under the old church, I recall the heating system was different. There
were stoves before, but they were removed and a furnace went in, with floor grates.

Q: Did your dad have something that he especially wanted to see in the
new building? Yes. He had definite feelings that the heating system be no. 1.
They put in the best heating system at the time.

Dan Unruh was an interesting man. I marvel at that man now more than I
did then. He was outspoken, very thorough, and demanding in his work. My
father made an acquaintance of him early on. Since my father had building ex-—
perience also, whenever Dan needed sarething from the lumberyard which had to
be right, he sent my father.

Dan Unruh was modern enough of a builder to know about stresses, that
putting a steel I-beam under the balcony instead of pillars would hold it.

The trustees and Dan sat right under the edge of the balcony on dedication day,
so that if the balcony had broken down, it would be on the builder and the
trustees. I don't know if this was on a dare or not, but it was talked about
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BARTEL, cont'd

Rev. A.R. Hardy, a Baptist minister fram Newton, spoke at the 1928 dedi-
cation. Why did we get him to speak? He was probably a good speaker of the
time. County Superintendent James A. Ray was a violinist and brought an or-
chestra. He loved to be in the camunity and be involved. Even Bob Florer,
who was sheriff of Marion County, sang in a quartet, but I don't think they
would have invited him if he hadn't offered. A coment was made, "I hope he
can shoot better than he sings!"

During the dedication, I was sitting up in the balcony on the south side,
and Heinrich Banman, minister, was blind, and couldn't watch the time, and T
recall P.H. Unruh pulling on his coat to let him know that his time was up.

The reason for two aisles in the church, originally, was that people
liked to sit at the end of:the bench. And it was very hard for the ushers
to get pecple to move over. The change to one aisle was made because it was
easier to bring the coffin to the front during funerals; and for weddings,
it was easier for the bride to be escorted by her father.

And thinking about weddings, it happened that after same weddings, you
could see smoke billowing out of the horse bams - you knew what was going
on out there.

The wars were times which were difficult. During World War I, there was
always a farewelli service for those who left. The non-cambatant position
was accepted, although there were those like Cornelius Voth, who was an abso-
Iute pacifist, and others who wore the uniform.

In World War II, I served on the Peace Camittee. Half of my family
(brothers and sisters) were in CPS. 1I'm not sure of the stand of the minister,
whether he was a C.0. or not. He did non-cambatant office work in the military.
Some time during that time the flags were placed up at the front of the church.

One evening church meeting after World War II was over, there was still
tension between those who participated in the military and those who did not.
So, as a way for reconciliation, I made a motion in that emotional meeting. I
can't find it in the church minutes, but it went samething like this; "Realiz-
ing that many of us have taken part with cur finances in this war, and thus
may have contributed to the war, be it resolved that we forgive each other and
go in peace." It was accepted and brought the church together.
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BEN BCESE RECOLLECTIONS

My earliest recollection of the Alexanderwohl Mennonite Church is orien-
ted to the physical facilities - the building, out-houses, the long shelter
barns, team hitching facilities,as well as early experiences of attendence.

These early recollections date back to circa 1913 when I was three or four
years old. It was a time when I was still "hanging on to mother's apron
strings". The north and south annexes had already been added. They were

12" x 24', large enough to accamodate two Sunday School class roans. It was
in one of these north amnex roams that the pre-schoolers met with Mrs. J. C.
Reimer as teacher, for their first Sunday School experience. It was of course
taught in the Low German language as this was the only language we could
understand. )

I don't know at what age we were prawted but perhaps not until we had
been introduced to the High German. Every Sunday we were given a Bible verse
to memorize during the week and recite it the following Sunday. After mem—
orizing and reciting them we were given a Bible stary booklet in exchange for
the ten verses. We also received a Bible story-pictured card with the story
printed on the reverse side. These we could keep. Unfortunately I can remem-

- ber only three teachers beside Mrs. Reimer: Mrs. Henry Warkentin, Will J.
Reimer, and P. D. Voth. ' 7

As I recall we did not attend church services very regularly, mainly because

of weather conditions: too hot or too cold, raining or snowing. Father's can- = ,7

passion for his horses was such that he did not feel right to work the horses
all week and then again on Sunday. They also needed their rest. The horse and
buggy were the only means to go to church until 1917 when we bought ocur first
car. On Sundays when we stayed hame mother usually read a sermon from a sermon
book . '

When going to church with horse and buggy father would not drive very fast
so that the horses would not be sweaty upon arrival and then would have to
stand there until the services were over, quite late at times. Horses were
covered with horse blankets and secured with special belts and five-inch safety ;
pins. The five long shelter barns were not sufficient for all attending services.
they were hitched to facilities provided for this purpose. There were three
shelter barns on the south side, setting parallel while the two on the north
side were set in an "L" shape, running east and west and north and south, meet-
ing in the northwest corner. ,

On Thursday, September 22, 1921, an attempt was made to burn the long
barns on the south side. The custodian, Mr. Stelting, was able to extinguish
the fire. The next day he again discovered the flames in the same place but
this time he was unable to contain the fire. A general ring by way of the
Goessel Telephone Campany was made and a large crowd gathered to preserve the
church building and were successful. While all this was going on a man with
a red handkerchief covering his face was seen driving up and down the street in
Goessel. He was canstantly focusing his attention (looking) in a northeasterly
direction - the direction of the church. His plans evidently were to lure as
many people to the church and then rob the local bank. Since he did not succeed
in burning the church he made no further effort to rob the bank. The man was
picked up and as I recall was identified by same of the local people although
he was not fram this area. At the trial in Marion it was verified that robbing
the bank had been his motive. It was also discovered that the man was mentally
deranged. I don't know what the final ocutcome was.

When the Goessel Mennonite Church was organized in 1920, many of the stalls
were vacated and offered for sale. Father bought the one fram A. H. Boese. It
was located midway on the west barn, closet to the road. After the!fire most
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BOESE, cont'd

of them, if not all, were rebuilt. My dad did not participate in this rebuild-
ing project. The horse and buggy had been replaced by the autamobile, which
were parked outside subject to the elements. Blankets were used to cover the
hood and the radiator to retard the freezing in case they had only water in the
radiators. Many of them were quite fancy. Two couples who kept on using the
horse and buggy means of caming to church were my Uncle Heinrich Bergs and Emil
Schroeders, the latter perhaps until the early 1930's.

Four out-houses had been erected, one for men and one for ladies on each
side. They were the general type of two and three-holérs. The ladies' houses
were in two sections, the front being the ordinary type, but the addition back
-of it was quite unique. It reminds me of same we saw in Europe, particularly
in France. The wooden floor had an open space in the middle, approximately
10 to 12 inches wide.

I think very few pecple know what became of the pulpit and pews when the
church was remodeled in 1928. I recall Uncle Jacob Banman telling me that the
pulpit and same pews had been given to a church in Herrington where blacks
fram the city worshipped. It was quite a railroad center with repair shops.
Quite a number of blacks resided in Herrington at the time. During the time of
preparing for the 1974 Centennial we made it a point to stop in Herrington on
our way back fram Topeka. It was not too difficult to locate the church building
and the two remaining black residents of Herrington. The railroad had pulled
its shops out of the city and most of the black residents had found employment
elsewhere. We located the two ladies who were willing to open the building
for us. We inquired what had became of the pulpit as it was not there. They
said that it had been replaced by a smaller one. The Alexanderwohl pulpit had
been set ocutside and had deteriorated to the extent that it had been hauled
to the city dump. Of course they no longer had any services there. At sane
point the pews had been painted a dull red color. The ladies were very friendly
and knew that the pulpit and pews had been given to the church by a congregation
sanewhere south of Herrington. They seemed delighted to have their picture
taken. ’

After the remodeling of the church many of the remaining items had been
stored in sane of the barns. Sametime in the early 1930's they were sold at a
public auction. I recall that Herbert Franz and I were serving as clerks. He
was recording the names of the buyers while I was assigned to set in the front
hallway in the church receiving the payments of items sold. This was my first
experience and I recall that I was very slow at adding all the sales of the
individual as he came to pay. A few of the items sold surfaced during prep-
aration and following the 1974 Centennial celebratiori. Ferd Goossen, for
instance, had purchased all the green shutters. He offered to give us two of
the better ones to use as a background in the Alexanderwohl display case in the
Immigrant House. August Duerksen brought same of the spindled railing fram the
pulpit area. Evidently one pew was saved and placed in the attic. It too is
in the Immigrant House as well as the spindled railing. A number of items were
discovered in the attic quite a number of years after the Centennial. One of
these is a cambination coffin stand, and by folding the legs was used to carry
the coffin to the cemetery.

In 1918, the building which housed the gas tanks for the carbide gas lights
exploded. My grandfather Benjamin Boese died during the time that the tall
windows were boarded up. It was extremely cold when the funeral services were
held. It was cold in the church, as nob enough heat could be generated for the
big building. After that, electric lights were installed, run by two generating
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BOESE, cont'd

The Catechism class I was enrolled in convened in January, 1929, the first
class in the newly remodeled buinlding. As I remember I didn't miss a single
session, although it was necessary to go by horseback several times. I regret
that the class was not taught in the English language. Baptism was on Pentecost
Sunday, May 19, 1929 by Rev. P.H. Unruh, Blder of the church since 1915.
Camunion was ocbserved two weeks later and included the rite of foot-washing,
the only time that I experienced this rite.

A year or two after graduating fram high school and working in the Goessel
Bank, I was elected to serve as S.S. treasurer. This meant that I leave class
ten minutes early to count the collection and have a report ready- for the reg-
ister posting. The collection consisted mostly of pennies, with sane nickels
and dimes. I usually counted it again on Sunday afternoon as I prepared it for
deposit. The bank supplied the usual wrappers to put them up in rolls. There
were generally about $14 in pennies or perhaps fourteen rolls of pennies.

I have been involved in a variety of church activities: congregational
secreatry, S.S. Superintendent, Bethel College Fellowship camittee, and 2ud-
iting camittee. Although I enjoyed this participation there are certain aspects
of which I am not too proud, for instance, the time that the S.S. quarterlies
included the Revised Version of the Bible and the modern interpretation of Christ
in the pictures in the children's material. This was too sudden when people
were uninformed about these changes. They caused some very hard feelings.

There are, however, sane rewarding aspects which I cherish very highly.
Serving on the Western District Historical Committee would have to rank among
the highest. It was during this time that the history of the conference, Prairie
People, was written and was done under the sponsorship of this cammittee. Work-
ing with historians like ‘Robert Kreider, Bill Juhnke, Clinton Kaufman, Mariana
Harms, and others was most informing.

The three—day celebrations -~ Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost - were observed
for many years. I don't remember any time that we dbserved the third day. The
two-day celebrations, however, continued for many years. Although World War I
had brought about same changes, especially in the use of the Geman language,
the second World War brought about more. A number of people worked in war indus-
tries where it was a seven-day week at all times. With the initiation and rapid
expansion of Hesston Corporation and other industries in the area came more
changes. As more people went to work in these industries, church attendance
dropped, eventually to the extent that the second holiday soon was abandoned and
Pentecost almost ignored, except that baptism generally took/takes place on
this day. The Sunday before Pentecost was the day when there was no Sunday
School as the Articles of Faith were read. This toock all morning and to me was
most boring. 2Again it was in the Gemman language. '

The Sunday following Pentecost was known as "For-bereitungs Sunday" - the
day to admonish people to reconcile any differences, hard feelings with/towards
any one within the congregation as well as others. Ascension Day had/is perhaps
nearly forgotten. The evening which is ten days prior to Pentecost, may be a
time for testimonies of the candidates for baptism.

The Alexanderwohl Church was divided into sixteen districts, primarly be-
cause of its size. Each district had a secretary to collect the annual dues
and supply personnel to work at the church when needed, a second person to re-
present the region on the naminating camnittee, and a third person as a member
of a program camittee. This camittee was responsible to set up a program for
a week of spiritual renewal, generally observed during the first week in the
new year. It was abandoned same years ago as very few pecple attended.

The secretary, or district representative, had charge (and still does) of
collecting the church dues fram members of his respective district. He would
set a date in early December when members would meet, usually in a school house,
to pay their fair share of the church budget for the caning year. They were re-
quired to bring their tax receipt to show their valuation of property. As I (//6“)
recall, the amount each member paid was a certain percent of the valuation and :
a membership fee as had been determined by the trustees.



REMINISCENCES ABOUT THE ALEXANDERWOHL CHURCH HERE IN KANSAS

(Transcription of Tape by August Duerksen)

This is August Duerksen speaking, reminiscing about the Alexanderwochl Church here
in Kansas. 1I'd like to go back a little further than Kansas. The Alexanderwohl
Church in Russia was located in the Alexanderwohl village, and from all indications
from history this was a popular place to congregate when they had important issues
to discuss. It was in the middle of the Molotschna settlement where the villages
were guite close together, and it was probably the largest church building in that
area near the Molotschna River. The church was the central point, the focal point
for planning the migration to the United States, to Kansas, and the important mest-
ings were held in this church, organizing for the migration. The church building
itself was large, but it did not have the hip roof that ours had here, it had a
gable roof, but I understand that the inside was much like ours in arrangement.

There were two traditicnal theories about the building, and one was that during

the persecution the Mennonites were persecuted by the Catholics and Lutherans, and
when the persecution subsided, the WMennonites took over some church buildings which
Catholics had vacated. But they did not use the altar in the front, lnstead they
moved their pulpit to one side and placed the chairs around the pulpit,

The ather traditional theory has it that Mennonite ministers liked to have their
congregation around them, so they had balconies along three sides of the building,
so that the congregation sort of sat around the pulpit and the pastor. We do not
know exactly which theory is authentic, but these are the two theories we have
traditionally,

So the plans that we used here with the three-sided balcony must have been brought
to Prussia from the ‘Netherlands, then to Russia and then to Kansas. The ceiling
was round, arched, and the hip roof was self-supporting, the walls supporting it,
there were no braces or anything imside the building holding up the roof; and the
remarkable part is that by 1828 it had not detericrated, the walls were standing
straight and firm. As you see in pictures, the east addition or entrance roof was
rounded and the two vestibules on the south and north ends were alssc built in that
style although they were added on a few years later.

They did not decide to build the church until 1886, many thought it was too far to
drive. Since the village style did not go over good, there were only a few places
here in Kansas where the village style was tried out and did not last too long.
They preferred to live on their own guarter section or eighty acres. WMy father
told about how they lived near the Cottonwood River, and they would cut across the
fields to the Immigrant House, and that was about seven miles. They hitched up

two oxen to the wagon, and since there were no bridges at that time they drove thru
the creeks wherever they could. The cruising speed of the oxen team was about tuo
miles an hour, so the seven miles was a three and one-half hour drive, one way, to
church.? So they did not make that trip very often, going to church wes :ialoer tor
a nice spring, summer or fall day. But since Grandma and Grandpa Balzer lived one
and one-half miles from the church, they would often go there for Sunday dinner and
a visit before going home. Being on the road about seven hours - there and back,
there was not too much time left to visit they parents. So we see that the worship
in the Immigrant House was limited more to those living close by and those just
coming ocassionally,

There usually were five or six ministers besides the Elder, and they made a worship
schedule for these assistant ministers tohave services in the district schools,

As far as I know, these districts were Emmethal, Springfield, Blumenfeld and Stein-
bach and Schoenthal, maybe there were more. They were the outlying districts of
the church, six to seven miles away, so the minister would have worship service
there in the morning and the young people would gather there in the afternoon for
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Sunday School and Choir Practice and singing led by the local school teacher. And
so really the school became the social center for the community.

Since there was no church building until 1886, 12 years after coming here, until the
farms had been fully established, houses and barns built and the sod plowed up,
anather practice was that funerals were generally held in the homes. Each family
would select a plot in the cornmer of the orchard, along the fence row, or in the
corner of the pasture and this would become the family burial plot. The best one
that has been kept up, and the largest one, is known as the Wedel Cemetery, two
miles west, one~fourth north and then one-fourth east into the field. Each memher
of the Peter Wedel family had one row for their family members' graves; it is well
kept and Henry Wedel has the complete records of it. it's worth looking at.

By the way, this WMrs. Peter Wedel was a young girl when they migrated from Prussia
to Russia, and then she migrated from Russia to Kansas. She was one of the few who
experienced two migrations. She also is buried in the Wedel Cemetery.

There were many other burial plots. Some we can hardly find, some are just here-say
that somecne was buried there, some are in the middle of plowed up ground where

the wide implements are rapidly taking their toll on these grave markers. Something
needs to be done, and people who own that land would like to have something done.

So we hope that in the future someone will find a way to handle these individual
cemeteries, We figure that at least 150 to 180 people were buried in the Alexander-
wohl community before the church was built. After the church was built, some kept
up their family plots, but most began to use the church cemetery and had the burials
there.

The child and infant mortality rate was high, so for the first few years we have

a lot of graves of infants and young people. Later on in the church cemetery family
plots were spld and some are still being used as such. These were for people who
liked to have their relatives buried in family plots in the church cemetery.

The old church was broader than long. The three sides of the balcony were fairly
close to the pulpit and platform railing. It was not designed for good viewing, so
the balcony had some blind spots where nobody could see the minister or the pulpit,
and as I remember, there was a large platform extending clear across the front from
the south balcony to the north balcony. The:platform had really two elevations,

the first cne was used for special ocassions, especially during spring at Pente-
cost when young people went to catechism class. The boys would sit on the south
side and the girls on the north side. The higher elevation had some steps leading
to where the vors%nger sat on either side of the pulpit. The pulpit was in the
center and ministers sat behind the pulpit. An old story goes that after a young
minister was elected and started preaching and became too enthusiastic, the senior
minister sitting behind him would pull on his coattails to calm him down 3 littie.
and get down to basics. Well, so we were told.

The church was build without a basement, with a rock foundation, with a cellar in
the northeast cormer where the coal was kept. There were two big stoves in the
front of the church, and they were heated to red-hot to get the church warm, and
on cold days the janitor had to go back to the cellar to get more buckets of

coal to keep the church warm during the service.

The interior decoration on the plastered walls always looked to me like a rock
formation. A Mr. Kim from Buhler, I believe, had painted the inside. The other
decorations were probably done by him too. The pillars that supported the bal-
conies were sguare, but they were rounded off in 1906, I believe, I suppose for
better viewing, the people downstairs didn't like to sit behind a pillar.

When the organ was brought in, the old reed organ, it was set on that first platform.
It was not used for general worship, that's when the vorsanger took over, but they
allowed the organ to be used for the Sunday School opening. Later on a piano was
bought and it was also put on the platform.
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This did not suit the vmrsanger too well, and when the church was rebuilt in 1928
no arrangements were included for the vorsanger, and in fact they were not used any
more. They did not like it that the old system of leading songs during worship
service was dropped from our worship agenda.

The first lighting system I believe was kerosene lamps. The carbide system which
came later exploded and blew out some windows of the church; so the church bought
two delco, gasoline powered generators which were used until K.G.&E. bullt their
lines to Goessel, then the church was ready to use this,

At first the people were not favorable to having Sunday School in the church., Our
church members said that the church had been built for worship service and therefore
it should be used only for worship service. But it didn't take long until cords
were strung from pillar to post to the wall and curtains were hung on these cords,
and we went into the Sunday School system. The arrangements were rather crude for
the children at first, wherever they could find a cormer or a2 little space, that's
where the children had their classes. And since the attendance was rathesr erratic,
the teachers never knew how many would be in church. 1 remember that in my class
there would be 40 on one Sunday and maybe 6 on the next Sunday. You can imagine
that youngsters like me, if you sat im the back corner and there were 40 in the
class, that the order situation was not always the hest.

Early weddings, and funerals also, before the church was built, were always in the
home. The weddings were always in the home of the bride, and usually a tent was
erected to accommodate all the guests, The day before the wedding, the men would
gather and drive posts intoc the ground so there were places to tie their horses
when they came to the wedding. The weddings were always big celebrations. Fami-
lies were large, with many children and grandchildren, and uncles and aunts and
friends so the weddings had a tendency to be well attended, good social events.

The weddings were later on brought to the church. For the wedding meals, they
built flat tabletops and moved two church pews together about 2 feet apart and
put the tabletops on the backs of these pews, making a table and seats out of the
pews. I remember that on weddings before the basement was dug, that the coffee
water was boiled in the big wash kettle in the janitor's house, and the men would
carry ten gallon cans of hot water to the church where the women would add the
coffee. The eats that were served were zwiebach, cheese and sugar cubes, finally
cookies came in - home baked, and later they bought them, and then meat was served
later on. So we had a gradual development of culture, you might say, of customs
and of doing things as everything progressed. What brought the weddings and more
social doings to the church was naturally the cars, replacing horse and buggy
transportation.

There were four rows of barns, really five, at the church. 0One was on the north
side, running north and south, and then they built on to the east; and three rows
of barns on the south side. They were open on one side, and they would drive the
carriages and later the cars into these barns for some protection from the weather.
The Rev. Heinrich Bamman and Rev. J, J. Banman had the first two barns (stalls) on
the north side, and Rev., P, H, Unruh and Rev. C. C. Wedel had those on the south
side. So the ministers had good barns and I remember that one time when at the
annual meeting there was a complaint that it was so muddy on the church yard that
hardly anybody could get around, Rev. P, H, Unruh got up to say, why, he couldn't
help it, the mud ruts went right up to the church and that's where his car went
and that's where he parked, he had no choice, he couldn't steer his car out of the
ruts inte his barn. Some of you will remember, scme of those ruts were axle deep,
there was no choice - and if you drove into your own barn, you might never get out
‘because it was so muddy.

One of the stories I remember was that 15 or 20 fellows came to church on their
motorcycles and lined them up on the east side of the church. A little gust of
wind came up during the church service and they all fell pver like a row of

dominoces. The ruling was made at one time that those that came with motorcycles
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to church should leave esarly because they scared the horses too much. So there were
always some problems reminding us that the modern inventions were creeping into the
life of the church. '

And you know, most of us remeber when there was no "15 Highway", it was a muddy road
like all others, and it could be guite muddy! So the services were not attended as
regular as now, because on a bad Sunday maybe two-third or three-fourth of the
members stayed home. We hope that you gather some memories from this also.

I don't remember the building of the first church, but Jacob G. Pankratz reminisced
with me one time how as a young man he had gone to this building of the church, and
he had enjoyed crawling around the joists and the rafters and what-have-you. It
was a real experience for his as a young man to be around when the church was being
built. OFf course, we didn't have tape: recorders at that time and I didn't write
down what he told me when I came home - and you know how memories slip away!

Well, the building itself, I don't know much about it either, except that this hip
roof was self-supporting, and that the pillars used to support the balcony, the
round ones, are now holding up the main floor of our present building.

Well, I do remember though, one thing about the church service. Before I went to
school I had to sit with father, well that was alright, and I'd put my head on his
head and sleep - that's where I learned that. sleeping in church was good -~ but I
could understand German, and so when the minister got to "Punkt" Point 6, he

mever had more than 8 points, I think, then it was time to wake vp and listen a
bit to the close of the service. Well, we all learned our ways of worship.

There were a number of "accidents" in the church because on the old benches, the
top-of the lean or back rest was only a 2" by 8" and the rest of it, there was
nothing there. So every once in a while during church service a youngster would
fall asleep and roll off through this opening with a loud bang and a real loud
yell, This was one of the experiences we often heard in the church.

The Hoffnungsau Church was a replica of the Alexanderwshl Church, only smaller,
and they tell me that the Beatrice, Nebraska church was also built on the same
style. So there were realy only three Mennonite churches built here like the
style of our church - square or oblong, with 'similar roof style and all that.

Thank you.
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I would like to talk a little bit of the men who did the work of erecting the church
building fifty-eight years ago. The church had passed a resolution that all able-
bodied male members work 5 days of voluntary labor. These men worked under Peter
Bartel, work that did not reguire too much skill, such as dismantling part of the old
building, carrying supplies to the carpenters, nailing the sheathing, shingling,
lathing, etc. This worked out very well.

Then there were the carpenters who worked for wages: Daniel F. Unruh, architect and
builder; :Peter M. (Mike) Schroeder; Henry Woelk; Gerhard A. (George) Duerksen; Jacob
Wiebe; John G. Flaming; Cornelius C. Koehn; and John Ratzlaff. OF these, only I am
still alive, so I cannot compare my remembrances with anybody else.

The wages we got were the prevailing wages of the time. We worked 10 hours a day,
6 days a week. Starting wages for an inexperienced man was 50¢ per hour. 1 had
been with Dan for several months before, so I got 60f¢. What Dan, Mike, and Henry
Woelk got I don't know, but I am sure it was less than $1.00 an hour.

Then there were others who worked for shorter periods who I don't remember. There
also were a couple of men,whose names I don't know, who nailed siding.

Being together for about 9 months, we became good friends, eating lunch in cne of the
barns or stalls which members had built to keep horses out of bad weather, became a
plgasant experience.

Ban Unruh was a good boss. Good workmanship and subordimation were his strong points.
If anyone would violate either one he would be disturbed and would let it be kmown in
no uncertain terms. But as soon as he was thru with his lecture he Forgot it and did
not hold it against the person.

All work was by hand, except, Dan had a table rip-saw which only he used. Cross-cuts
were all done by hand. It took Mike Schroeder and me 2 days to cut the rafters, I on
the diagonal end and he on the other end, the hip and valley cut.

One little incident: A pair of robins, T think, built a nest in the southwest corner
of upstairs. We all walked very carefully around the nest, but I don't remember what

happened to that family.

G. A. Duerksen

Sept. 11, 1986
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THE COMING OF OUR PARENTS AND GRANDPARENTS FROM RUSSIA

By Ferd S. Goertzen

When the men of the Alexanderwohl Church in Russia were compeled
by the Russian government to haul military supplies to the war front
with their own horses and wagons, the congregation decided to move to
America. My father, a Russian born, said those that stayed behind
did so only because they couldn't part with their earthly possessions,
their big farms (feastad). The question here is were they trying to
serve two masters? If so, did God allow them to be persecuted for
their act of being self-sufficient? What about us today, are we in
danger of depending too much on our earthly possessions?

My uncle, being a young lad in those days, rode along with grand-
pa to the war front to deliver war supplies. Here, later in life, he
was asked, "What did you do when the cannon guns went off?" He said,
"I hid behind the wagon wheel."

Father said in Russia the Mennonites lived in villages. Grazing
land for milk cows was outside the village. Every farm home owned a
cow or cows, and they were brought to the road every morning to join
the village cows as they were on the way to pasture outside the village
herded by a Russian hired boy. This was before barbed wire fence came
to be. Each village owned its own bull. Sometimes the herd boys would
allow the herds to get too close together and the bulls would get into
a fight. Father said after this the village men from one village got
together in the evening, and one of the Russian herd boys got whipped
with a blacksnake - how gruesome. If I can read between the lines,
maybe some of this caused the separation of those that stayed behind
in Russia.

The Voyage - Father said that on the ship my parents and grand-
parents came on, fire broke out as the boiler man had too hot a coal
fire, and it got out of control. They got the fire out, but the captain
was very angry at the boiler fire man. He hit him so hard that he broke
his jaw bone.

Mother said when they arrived at Topeka, Kansas they learned the
immigrant houses were not ready so they had to lay over at Topeka till
they were finished. Some of the men went up ahead to help the Santa Fe
railroad men finish the work; it was already October in 1874. There
is a monument in Peabody, Kansas at the site where your and our grand-
parents got off the Santa Fe train. It honors the first settlers of
the Alexanderwohl Church.

In the spring of 1875 the new settlers were busy erecting their
homes.

My grandparents, Heinrich Goertzens, settled five miles south-
east of the Alexanderwohl Church. Father said he rode with Grandpa
the diagonal wagon trail to Peabody to trade.

Prairie chickens were plentiful. Grandpa made a coop with a trap
door on top, and they fell in. The new settlers then had chicken to eat.
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When a prairie fire broke out the new settlers would quickly
start a counter fire to protect themselves, but when an English
settler was asked, "How come you let the fire get away from you?"

He said, "I can't help that my donkey dropped fire.”

The locusts took the first wheat crop. Father said they came
so thick they darkened the sun. The men would drag a rope across the
wheat field between two horses to keep the locusts moving. They cut
all the wheat heads off.

Mother's parents, my grandparents Jacob Schmidts, settled at
Hochfeld first and later moved north to Springfeld, the quarter south
of Abe Klassen or east across the road from the now existing cattle
feed lot.

I asked Mother about a year before she died, "When you first
care here to Kansas did you have enough horses to farm with or did you
have to farm with oxen?" She said, "We did not have enough horses, we
had to farm with oxen. One day my brother was going across the field
with grain on the wagon. The oxen decided to go for water and turned
short with the wagon upsetting and dumping grain in the tall grass.
Then my brother came home very upset, and I had to go along and help
clean up."

As I look back, I wish I would have asked my parents more. I
would have learned more about their early life.

A homestead on the west corner across from my home place had
a little shack where a man slept one night a month to make & legal
claim on the land. Later Heimbaugh schoolhouse stood there. In the
end the schoolhouse was moved one mile south and one mile east.
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ALVIN I,. GOOSSEN RECOLLECTIONS

The first twelve years in America, fram 1874 to 1886 the worship services
were held in one of the two Immigrant Houses which were located in the middle
of the same section. When the church was built it was called, Neu-Alexanderwohler
Kirche (New Alexanderwohl Church). It was called "New" because the church in
Russia fram which they came, was called Alexanderwohl.

I remember that Rev. Peter H. Unruh and others who traveled in Holland,
Germany, and Russia shortly after the First World War that they said that the
inner architectural arrangement of the Alexanderwchl Church was similar to many
of the old church buildings in Holland. Rev. Peter H. Unruh said that when he
walked into the Alexanderwochl Church in Russia, he felt that he was almost back
hane in America. So we see that the Mennonites not only carried their religious
practices but also their Dutch style of architecture from Holland to Prussia to
Russia and then to America.

The main auditorium of the original church was 40 by 70 feet which is
directly on top of the present basement (Fellowship Hall). The basement was dug
in spring of 1920 under this building which took much hard labor, because the
ground was hard and dry. The remarks were often made that it had not rained
for a long time under this building.

Same of the old structure was still left when the building was rebuilt in
1928, such as the main floor and samne walls, same of the lumber is still fram
the Immigrant House. The pulpit is still at the same location where the first
pulpit was, except now the platform is lower and a present pulpit tock the place
of the old one in 1928.

- _The church also had a front entrance to the east 22 by 30 feet with two
stairways. On the first floor under the north stairway was the nursery and on
the south under the stairway. the~Sunday-Schodl library, This roam was also used
for Sunday School. The middle roam upstairs was used for the Catechism class.

In 1899 it was decided to build two rooms 12 by 24 feet, one to be added
on each end of the building, which were also used for Sunday School. The little
roan on the south end was the minister's prayer roam. It was quite cammon to :;
see three or four ministers and two deacons following one behind the other on
the long aisle from the prayer roam to take their place on the north side behind
the pulpit. This was done while the congregation was singing the first song fer
the worship service. In the early days all the people stayed seated while sing-~
ing, even the song leaders. Usually there were five or six song leaders on the
stage seated on the benches south of the pulpit, one of them would stand up and
announce the number and then sit down. These song leaders sang energetically
and vigorously. Everyone stood up for all prayers except for the pastoral prayer
when the congregation knelt.

In the early years there were two sermons on Sunday morning and Sunday
School was held in the aftemoon in rural schools. Even as late as in 1911 cur-
tains were put up in the church do divide betweenthe Sunday School classes,
making roam for 21 classes, then after the Sunday School the curtains were
pushed back to the wall for the worship service.

In January 1918, when carbide gas lights were still used a building about
10 by 12 feet west of the church with gas tanks in it, exploded with a loud
noise and flash. This was after the evening service when all the people had gone
hane except Mr. Reinhold Schwartz, the custodian. He was walking toward this-out-
building with a kerosene lantern in his hand which caused the explosion. Mr.
Schwartz was burnt very badly and hospitalized.

All the windows on the west side and same on the south . end were blown out
by the explosion. The windows then were boarded up until the glass could be
pachased and replaced. The frosted glass had to be ordered through a firm in
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GOOSSEN, cont'd

Wichita. It was rather dark in the church for the services, even at the funeral
of Mr. Benjamin Boese on January 27, 1918 (age 84). '

My Uncle Henry Ediger living one-half mile east of the church saw and heard
the explosion. He guickly ran into the house and told Mrs. Ediger to call
Goessel that the church was on fire. A campany ring was made on every line,
after which many people arrived on the scene in a short while.

Mr. David S. Voth, then living almost one-half mile west of the church,
related to me recently that they were sitting in their living room when suddenly
there was a very hard knock against their east wall. They did not know what it
was, but after a short while the telephone rang and the cars began caming fram
every direction to the church. Mr. Schwartz was picked up unconscious and taken
to the Goessel Hospital. After this the gas lights were not used anymore. Two
light plants were purchased and electric lights were installed. Since that
time in summer of 1918 the church has had electric lights.

In fall of 1927 it was decided to rebuild the church, and on the first
Suriday morning in February of 1928, it was announced that help was needed Monday
morning to start removing the additions from the main building. Monday morning
it felt rather strange to work with same twenty men to start in with hammers
and wrecking bars.

On March 1, 1928 the church 40 by 70 feet was raised 39 inches with screw
jacks, about 36 man power were occupied most of the day. My father, F. M. Goos-
sen had the responsibility to manage the raising. The church was raised with
all the fumiture in it, even the pianc and organ. Rev. C.C. Wedel stepped in
about every hour and said that both clocks were still ruming. At first the
congregation intended to have worship services in the building after it was
raised, but when they saw it so high above the foundation and the big basement
under it, it was decided to hold the services and Sunday school in five rural
schools. This was done until the new church was dedicated on November 11, 1928.

In history it is recorded that all but 7 families of the original Alexan-
derwohl congregation in South Russia immigrated to Kansas as a group in 1874,
with all of ‘the church records and all of the ministers.

Dr. John R. Schmidt:

As a teenager I participated, together with my older brother, shingling
the northwest corner from the middle to the top, the (stalossh)frame
to get there was built so close to the wall, so it was hard to crawl over
the extended roof. This was a real concern for me the whole time I was
working on that roof--how would I be able to crawl down?

It so happened that my older brother, Orlando, was the first one to
have his funeral in this church after it was altered.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH MOSES VOTH

WOULD YDOU TELL ME WHO YOUR PARENTS WERE?

My father's name was Cornelius Voth. My mother's name
was Anna. My grandfather, on my mother's side, was Heinrich
Banman. He was an elder at Alexanderwohl. Ny grandmother
was a Buller.

.My father was a year old when he came over from the NMolot-
schna in Russia. He had smallpox when he got to Ellis
Island as they came over. Of course they had to be checked
before they could enter the U.S. The man who was checking
them looked at my father, smiled and said, "He 1s ockay,” and
let him through.

I grew up four miles northwest of Goessel. We lived
together with my grandfather Banman in an adobe house. The
house was protected by siding on the outside and had some
sort of plaster that would hold wall paper on the inside.
When I was still small we built a house. The carpenter Dan
Unruh built it. The house was set by compass so it was not
setting straight east and west. We connected it with a
little enclosed walkway to my grand?ather's house. We sold
the house and five acres. It belongs to Marvin Banman now.
We siill have the land, my brother Waldo and I.

WAS YOUR FATHER A TRUSTEE?

Yes, during the 1928 rebuilding. That is when we put the
entrance on the west side. All the entrances were on the
geast side before. I think théy wanted the front entrance
towards the road. That did not go over very good. Many
people still came in from the back because they did not want
to face the people who were already in the sanctuary.

DID YOU HELP WITH THE 1928 REBUILDING PROJECT?

No, I was too young. I still remember Dan Unruh from the
church rebuilding and from building our house.

WHOSE IDEA WAS THE BELL TOWER?

That I can't tell you. WMy father favored it. Church
bells were common. That was a sign of the times.

Later on they wanted anorgan grill. I designed the grill

during the time I was studing architecture at Bethel College.
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D0 YOU REMEMBER HOW MUCH EACH MEMBER PAID FOR THE
CHURCH REMODELING?

No, I don't know that. I don't recall hearing any com-
plaint about them being too high. I guess it was a necessity.
One thing about the old church. At the entrance into the
sanctuary upstairs from the hallway were these words: Bewahren
deine Fuss wenn du comst in Gottes Haus. 1In English: Beware
of your foot when you enter the house of God. In other words,
you were asked to be consciapsﬂ that you were trodding into

a sacred place. ‘

HOW WAS FOOTWASHING OBSERVED?

There was the practice of footwashing there for awhile.

One Sunday they had footwashing with Communion and the next
time Communion was celebrated without footwashing. OF
course, footwashing stems from the Biblical information that
we have. Traveling in open country with sandels it is no
question the feet got dirty. For footwashing we sat in the
pew. One would wash the other's feet and then the other
person would take his turn. Footwashing came inta disrepute
for sanitation reasons.

We had a Peace Committee. My father was on that committee.
There were some members who got into it with eacher about
property. This committee was supposed to meet with the two
parties and see if they could come up with an agreement with
each other. That was so they wouldn't go to the lauw.

WHEN DID YOU JDIN THE CATECHISM CLASS?

When you came to that age. I think you also felt a little
peer pressure. You saw your friends go that way and you
decided that you would too. We memorized the whole catechism
book. It was religious guestions and answers. It told you
what your conduct should be.

WHO WAS THE FIRST PAID ELDER?

P.H. Unruh was influential in seeing to it that the

elders bhe paid.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH REV. D, C., WEDEL

' Rev. Wedel, would you give a brief autobiography?

Just a little bit about my father, C. C. Wedel, who was a minister at the
Alexanderwohl Mennonite Church. He was ordained as an evangelist on March 28,
1896. Two years later he was ordained into the ministry. He served the
church as minister of the church for 50 years. Celebrating the 50th anniversary
on March 31, 1946.

Four persons were.ordained as evangelists in 1896. They were Peter
Buller, C. C. Wedel, P, R, Voth, and P, H. Richert. Peter Buller served later
on as one of the assistant ministers in the Goessel Memnonite Church. P. R.
Voth served as minister, as I recall, in the Buhler Mennonite Church. Rev.

P. H. Richert was the first minister in the Tabor Mennonike Church. There
are many changes which took place in regard to the church services during
those 50 years.

What year did you go into the ministry?

I was ordained-as elder in the Alexanderwohl Mennonite Church by Rev.

P. H. Unruh on the 19th of July in 1936, I served the Halstead Mennonite Church
from 1836 to 1846, I married Martha Quiring, also a member of the Alexanderwohl
Church, on August 5, 1936, Together we have been in the ministry, having only
one regular pastorate. MNost of the other time of my career has been in

college education at Bethel College and Southwestern College in Winfield. 1
have also served as interim pastor at various churches since my retirement.

Maybe a word or two about the growth of the Alexanderwohl Mennonite Church.
The church records show that on May 8, 1817 there was a long discussion on the
need for more room. A committee composed of H. J. Duerksen, P. C. Richert,
Abraham Nikkel, F. J., Banman, P. A, Schmidt, A. D. Voth, H., H. Richert, Jacob
Abrahams, B, H, Friesen and a Mr., Franz was formed. This committee was to
bring recommendations about the need for more room. They brought a recommen-
dation to the congregation that two churches should be built. One church
should be built in Goessel, because there were many people moving to that
community and church services had been held there for guite some time in the
Goessel Preparatory School., The Goessel Mennonite Church was built in 1818,
The other church was to have been built to the northwest, but it was never
built, The next move in making room for more of the activities of the church
canme just a little later. The guestion came up whether a basement could be
put under the existing building to provide room for Sunday School classes
and other church activities. There were differences of opinion as to whether
such a project should be undertaken. Mostly the guestion of cost was
involved. It was not possible to come to any conclusion, so the whole
matter was tabled. But at a meeting on March 8, 1820, this guestion came up
for discussion again. A vote was actually taken. 72 people voted in favor
of putting in a basement, with 22 voting no. It was then agreed that five
persons should be added to the board of trustees. They were J. 6. Pankratz,
A. C. Schmidt, J, P. Janzen, Peter Bartel and F. M. Goossen. Activities began
very soon., In order to cover the cost, $5 was to be assessed each church
member. They were also supposed toc show the tax report to see how much
income each family received. Then a certain amount would also be assessed,
depending on the report of the tax form. Everything began to fall into place
and the work was carried ogut in harmony.

I recall one particular incident that has to do with this project. The
church had to be raised in order to make room for this project. F. M. Goossen,
a professional house mover and farmer was given the responsibility for this
project. The church was raised by jacks, and everyone was supposed toc move
one stroke of the jack at the same time in order to keep the church level.

My father recalled that they kept watching the clock in the church building
to see whether it would stop. If it would stop, they felt that somewhere
the level had not been kept as it should have been. The clock never stopped.
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There was an opening on the west side, as I recall, where they took away
enocugh ground so they could get teams of horses into the partial excavation.
In that way, with team and the slip, they excavated. This also required a
great deal of hand labor, because you can do just about soc much with a
team of horses. 1 recall on one ocassion, everybody had stopped working
except my father. When he was successful in removing a big chunk of dirt,
everybody picked up courage and the project went ahead. There was the feeling
that this was a real accomplishment. and that it was a real asset to the
church as such. This took care of part of the whole problem af the expansion
of the facility. This was only a temporary measure.

There was a great deal of feeling developing that there should be a
remodeling project. Five people were then added .and designated to begin the
gathering of money for the remodeling project. The agreement was that as
soon as $2,000 - $2,500 had been gathered, the membership was to discuss plans
of how to remodel the church. There were five more people added to the
original five in order to gather money and complete the project a little
more rapidly.

An architect from Hutchinson was supposed to submit a plan if it would
fnot cost more than $75 to have such a plan drawn up, When this whole matter
came up for discussion there were 97 who voted in favor of going ahead with
the project and 53 said no. So this vote was not overwhelming. For a little
while there was discussion as to whether we should actually go ahead with the
remgdeling project. The trustees then came with the suggestion that a plan
should be drawn up that would cost about $25,000. $25 were to be assessed
each church member, and $6 per $1,000 of property owned. Also, each member
was to contribute 5 days of labor. When this plan was discussed, another vote
was taken., This time there were 85 who szid yes and 45 who said no. It was
then agreed that the plan should proceed.

Dan Unruh, a local carpenter, was called to talk about the plan which had
already been partly drawn up. He said a church renovation or remodeling
project could be completed for $30,000. He would value the old building at
$5,000 and the remodeling at $25,000 which then would fall into the trustees'
plan for acceptability.

A building committee was appointed. This was composed of C. R. Voth -
chairman, G. J, Duerksen, Peter Bartel, and C. F. Unruh. The committee
visited many churches. C. R. Voth reported to the brotherhood what they had
seen and what they thought should be incorporated into the remodeled church.
He was a.very excellent chairman for this building committee. 1 think he
was able to keep the congregation in a gentle mood. If there was any guestion
or dissent he was always very considerate. The committee would talk about this
or try to reach some decision. As chalrman, he was able to keep harmony
within the congregation, which is a rather marvelous accomplishment. He:
deserves a lot of credit for that, which I think he never got.

Now, there were many reguests. Everyone wanted as many Sunday School
classrooms as possible. Rev., P, H, Unruh, who was elder of the church, wanted
a large room for Bible study. There were other guestions of all kinds that
came up. How should the seating be arranged? Should this be the old seating
like that of the old Alexanderwohl Church building, with the ladies sitting
on the north and the men an the south? The ladies were given a chance to
vote. There were 71 votes in favor of sitting on the south side and 112
voted to stay on the north side where they had been.

Was the bell in the remodeling plan to begin with?

It came as a later addition., There were people who thought we should have
a bell, while others did not know. I think the bell was not in the $30,000
range originally. There were special solicitations made to meet the amount
needed for the purchase of a bell., The Christian Endeavor Society asked the
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young people if they would contribute enough money for a bell in the tower.
I was in charge of collecting some of this money.

There are many little stories connected with the church rebuilding project.
Some of us had no experience in the work we were asked to do.. I recall that
I hauled sand one particular day. Not having hauled sand before in my life,
my father gave me instructions what te do. I loaded the wagon part-way full,
and hoped the horses could pull the load out of the creek bed. Then there
was a little pile of sand where you could finish'loading and have a full load.
The creek was located one mile south and three miles west of Alexanderwohl.

I remember one time I was substituting for my fatheér. My father must have
had other duties, but it was our turn to work. I had to crawl up there on
the roof to nail down sheathing, which I had never done. It was kind of a
scary operation., Getting onto and off the roof was a scary experience too.

I always found comfort in the fact thst Peter Bartel, an old carpenter, would
see the mistakes I had made. This was also true of the time I came to shingle
the roof. I had never nailed sshingles before. My father showed me just how
to do it before I went to the church project. I shingled. Then, after the
first rain after the church was completed, I went up to the sautheast corner
to see whether the roof leaked, It had not. Another story goes that one
person who did not want a .new church building, finally figured out where be
could sit in the new - church and still be located in the old bu1ld1ng. He
found a spot and began to attend church again.

I want to say one thing for Dan Unruh. He was very careful and a
meticulous worker. He sawed all the timbers for the roef by hand and then
they were reached up to the roof. He never wasted one 2X4, they all fit.

He did not say much, but anything he said was right. :

The total cost of the church remedeling amounted to $31,431.56. This
money was not all in hand. At the time of dedication they still needed
$12,264.12, They figured the days of labor contributed amounted to $2,500.

It was a marvelous ocassion to come to the dedication when the church
was completed inm 1928, O0One thing that stands out on that ocassion is that
people were invited to bring their own meals from home. But guests were
entertained and given a meal by the congregation, by the church as such.

While this sounds very strange, we had not yet come to a time when
church facilities were used for eating. That was a later development with
the new 1928 church. ‘

Please explain the procedure of Communion and the rite of footwashing.

Everyone was to participates in a Preparation Sunday held a week before
the observance of Communion. They called it a Preparatory Sunday, which was
to be a time for self-examination. If they had quarrels with somebody elso
in the congregation they should write to those pesple before they came to
Communion, So that this was a meeting of love and brotherhoad. As I
recall, Communign was ohserved twice a year, one with footwashing and one
without.

During the Codsimunion service the bread was always served first. The A
story of the Passion of Christ was told as long as I remember., As the bread
was being distributed, the minister would tell the story. He would begin
with the arrest of Jesus. When everydne had been served, he would inter-
rupt the story and everyone would eat the bread. When it was time for the
cup to be passed, he would begin the story where he had left off. The story
was continued through the trial of Christ and finally His death and His
resurrection. The Rev. P, H. Unruh had perfected this story to a place
where he always finished the story when the Communion Service was over. 1
think this is one of the most remarkable things I know about the Communion
Service.,

The bread was baked by the wife of each deacon. The bread was a yeast
bread. It was zwieback bread really, but pinched off into little breads.
The loaf of bread was about the size of the thumbnail.
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Have you always practiced the custom of placing the bread into a clean white
handkerchief, and what is its significance?
That was an old tradition. The minister broke the bread apart and it
was passed on a-platter. As it was passed each person took a bread and placed
it in a handkerchief. I think the thought back of it was that this bread was
a sacred element used in the Communion Service and therefore should not be
held by human hand, which might be unclean., I think that symbolism goes with
it, although I have never heard it explained. 1In the early years the common
cup was used as was wine. Each person wiped the common cup before passing it
to the next person, using the handkerchief you had held the bread in. Later,
grape juice was substituted when individual cups were used for hygienic reasons.
The practice was to hold the rite of footwashing after the Communion
Service. ' Fostwashing took place in the sanctuary, right in the pews. The
congregation moved apart a little so a basin of warm water could be brought
in between the pews. The men were more in the south section of the church,
and the women on the other side. The people would pair off. 0One person
would wrap a towel around their waist and throw the longer end over their
. shoulder and then wash the feet of the other. They would rise, embrace, and
the recipient would kiss the one who washed his feet in gratltude rur hls
brotherliness, They would take turns in that way., ‘

- The whole issue of footwashing came up for discussion when Rev. Heinrich
Banman was older and did not want the réspunsiblllty as elder., My father was
elected as elder, but he did not feel he was ready to accept th;s position.

At that time the guestion of footwashing came along because my father read the
account in the New Testament that footwashing was not to be a ceremonial
"observance, but that it was symbolic, Thls raised the whole guestion if
footwashing should be continued or not., The congregation as such, as I
understand it, wanted to retain tha,FootmaShing. But it was then changed to
one footwashing during the year with Communinn, and thejgthgr one without.

How did a person join the Catechism Class? .. - -

Usually, at a certain point in the Sunday Schunl curriculum and thn you
were in the age group of 15 to 18. You would go to the minister and request
to be part of the catechism class., The catechism was memorized. There was an
assignment with so many guestions for.each Sunday. "I think it was the fourth
Sunday in the month that the members of the catechism class would sit on a
platform in the old church. The catechism was a public service instead of
Sunday Schoocl. The minister would ask the question and the students would
recite together in unison. That was always a Sunday to be dreaded if you
were in the catechism class. You also recited the answers together on the
other Sundays when you were in a Sunday School room.

After the catechism class was finished and before baptism, you had a
witnessing night when you gave your testimony. You were called on individ-
vally to give your witness before the congregation, also reciting a scripture
or hymn. This Sunday evening service was open to the congregation with many
people attending. Baptism was on Pentecost Sunday. You were baptized and
accepted into the membership of the church. '

When was the German language discontinued and English used?

All church services were conducted in German until 1940. An English
service was first discussed when a missionary from Chicago asked for permission
to speak in the Alexanderwchl church. The church minutes {May 19, 1917) state
that since many older members would not be able to understand the English, a
German sermon should be preached also.

The first move toward the English came via the Sunday School. ‘At first
it was agreed that no English class be held, but a teacher might use an
English phrase to clarify statements. At the annual meeting of December 30,
1924, the motion was adopted that English classes might be created on a trial
basis.—one class for children and one for adults. Thirteen years later the
qUEStan of one English service per month was raised. It was agreed that the
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entire congrepgation should vote on this guestion. The vote taken on January
23, 1938 indicated that 266 favored such an arrangement, while 126 opposed it.
That same year the Articles of Faith read to the catechism class were read in
English. 0On October 12, 19338 it was voted to have a series of four evangel-
istic services, two each in English and German. By the end of that year, two
English services per month were held, the second and fourth Sundays. In 1840
an English pulpit Bible was purchased. In 1950 the regulation governing the
affairs of the district reprecentatives were translated into the English
language.

When did the church start paying the elder?

Elder Jacob Buller, who led the congregatiocn to Kansas received twg
sections of land from the Santa Fe Railroad for his efforts to bring the
Mennonites to Kansas. The cmngregatlan expressed its gratitude by 91v1ng him
a new buggy and harness for his horse. To keep him warm in winter, he was
also given a fur coat.

After the death of Elder Peter Balzer, Rev. Heinrich Banman was asked to
carry the responsibility as church leader. The election of a successor to
Elder Peter Balzer was held February 29, 1808. C. C. Wedel was elected by a
large majority. After giving the matter considerable thought, he declined
this office on March 28, 1908. This created a difficult situation. Some felt
that additional ministers should be elected. Also, that further thought and
prayer should be given this matter. 0On September 13, 1908, the motion was made
that C. C. Wedel be given a unanimous vote and that he be given proper
financial support to make this possible. He:-however, felt ‘that he had given
the congregation an answer and that he should not accept the position. Tuo
evangelists were now elected, J. J, Banman and P, H. Unruh. On January 15,
1915, P, H. Unruh was elected as elder. :

While the elder had been supported on a voluntary basis until 1912, a
.new arrangement was recommended whereby his support was taken from the church
treasury.

Here are three very brief pioneer stories Rev. D. C. Wedel related about
his father.

"My father was out plowing one day. I suppose they were antelope that
came by. These animals were running through the grass down a slough. Since
he had never seen anything like them before, he was frightened to death,"

"As a boys my father and his friends would walk across the prairie
looking for prairie chicken eggs after the prairie fire, The fire had cooked
the eggs, so they ate them.” :

"Another interesting thing were the cowboys heérding cattle which were at
large on the ppairie. The cowboys would use their saddle for their gpillow at
night under the stars.” '
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EXCERPTS FROM "PIONEER DAYS"
by C. C. Wedel

As soon as the settlers had moved out of the immigrant house that
the Santa I'e train agents had erected, it was turned into our worship house,

It dic not stand on a very convenient place, we always had to pass
a creek, The building was moved some years later to where our Alexanderwohl
Church now stands, It was a very long and low’building with one wing to
the east, The ceiling was made out of six inch flooring. When Rev, Vm,
Ewert, father of in, Ewert of Brudertal, who was a tall man was our guest

speaker; he nearly touched the ceiling, The benches werc of piain boards

nailed to wood horses without back rests, A narrow isle was left in the
center and benches around the walls which were the most comfortable ones
were always talen first. The services usually lasted from two to two
and a2 half hours, The four or five songleaders announced two or three
songs with a great number of verses which were sung without instrument
accompaniment, ‘hen came the sermons, first one preacher made the opening
which was longer than the sermons we have today followed by the fegular
sermon; so, it was always a long service, On holidays which were three;
Christmas, Haster, and Pentecost they had a guest preacher, Usually be-
tween the opening and sermon was a long hymn, They often had a recess
between the opening and sermon which was takcn advantage of by many
people to go out for a little while, We all drove to church with horse
and wagon, Thosc who had no horses drove oxen. There was always some-
thing to look after, some horses came untied and went home,

I was a barefoot boy and as I saw people leave the church, I
thought the service was over with., I went to our wagon and waited a
while but nobody caime, I did see that one by one the people went back
in to the service but I didn't think too much about it., When we went
home from church, I got straightened out as to what was the right thing

to do,



The catechism class was started on Sundey afternéon. This was
kept a long time, Baptism was given any time of the year, as soon as
they had finished catechism instruction, It was strongly insisted that
the candidates learn the catechism by memory.

The funerals and weddings were held in the family house and were
announced by mailing out letters; The brotherhood meetings were similar
in form to the Quakers, in that the Elder presented before the congregation
the agenda or business which the brothers with silence granted, but after-
wards there often arose murmurings., No parlismentary procedures were
used, or motions or resoiutions. No minutes or records were brought
before the Brotherhood meeting,

Singing schools were arranged in the evening which were led by
the school teacher, So came new life to the congregation with these
choir practices, There was day school for meny years in our parlor or
front room, because of this ihe choir practices were held in our house,
hother always baked two big pans of rolls ready for distribution at recess,

The congregation also started Sunday School which was led by Rev,
Banman alternately held at Blumenfeld, Blumenort, Springfeld or Steinback,
These meetings were more of a prayer meeting and attended mostly by
elderly people, Once as I was a little boy I attended such a meeting
and we had to each read a verse out of the Few Testament., I s a boy was
not much interested in that skill, so we as a gang of bovs loved rether

to play Sunday afternoon.
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Reedley,Calif. Nov.18,1986.

Rev.KennRupp,pastor
Alexanderwhol Church
Goessel,Kans.

Kindly convey my greetings to the Alexanderwhol Church on this
historic 100th anniversary.

It brings back to my memory many things of my experiences of
past years,when as a child I with my parents,B.B.,and Lena
Reimer,who were members there,learned to attend church there.
And about 1900,a 1little before or after, I also attended Sunday
School there,which at that time my fater and C.H.Friesen,two
school teachers,persuaded the church to begin conducting S,S.
in the church on Sunday mornings. Previously S.S.had been
conducted in the school houses in the afternoons.

I am reminded of sitting with my father and older brother in
a bench just south of the high platform where the row of "
"Foresaenger" sat and begun the songs of the congregation.
There were no instruments, T used to ask my father "will

the preaching soon be over?". On the annual mission

Sunday the children marched by the table placed on the main
floor before the rostrum and dropped their year's mission
savings in the row of plates. These were offerings for
missions to the '"Heiden" (heathen). The older people had other
methods of gathering funds. Also there were boxes fastened to
the wall at the door for contributions.

Vivid in my mind is the day in 1906 in June when my brother
and I were sledding corn in the very fhlace north of the church
where the immigrant house stood,which s@ved as the church

in the first years. That afternoon just before the cyclone
devistated Goessel. We stood and watched with horrer as the
funnel 1like a huge writhing snake let down on its way over
Goessel and then 1lifted as it continued toward the east.

I would have wanted to be with you on this day except my age
(92) prevents 1it.

My prayers are for the blessings of the Lord for this day and
the years ahead.

Most sincerely yours, Otto B,Reimer
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SUMMARY OF EXPENSES FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE ALEXANDERWOHL MENNONITE CHURCH - 1886
- from PETER PANKRATZ'S ACCOUNT BOOK (KONTE BUCH) 1886 - 1892

BUILDING MATERIAL

Lumber, Roofing Material, Miscellaneous Purchases - 3,159.10
Masonry - Bricks, Stones, Cement, L ime - 64 .50
Paint Supplies - Linseed 0il, White Lead, 7. 865.60
Black Paint, White Paint, Varnish, Brushes - 304.25 1969
Doors, Windows, Hardware, etc. - 230.50
Shutters - 53 pair & Hinges, etc. - 105.00
FURNISHINGS
Lamps - 16 & 0il Container - 17.80 ‘\
Chairs - 3 dozen - 16.50 ;
1
Chairs - 2 - 7.00 \\
. 52.90
Stoves & Pipes - 50.50
Carpeting - 7.60
Bible - 4.00
LABOR EXPENDITURES
CARPENTERS » - 885,70 \\
Master Carpenter (Johann Wall?) i
Peter Quiring Heinrich Banman
Heinrich Quiring Jakob Schroeder
Johann Ediger Jakob Ensz
Cornelius Richert Johann Banman _ /
Korneliuys Schmidt Herman J 7
Johann Janzen Heinrich Nikkel 1.725.00
Leonhard Sommerfeld Heinrich Flaming ; ’ :
MASONS : - 163.30
Master Mason - /
Jakob Warkentin & Other Masons !
PAINTERS: ' - 181.00 |
Master Painter - Peter Harms
Master Painter - David Kroeker ;
Johann Harms !
Peter Ediger '
BUILDING COMMITTEE: - 385.00 /
Peter Schroeder //

Heinrich Unruh
Heinrich Schmidt
Peter Pankratz

~~

(SN
n
-



FOOD and LODGING for Carpenters, Masons, Painters

FOOD PURCHASED - Hams, Beef, Cabhage, Raisins,
Prunes, Apples, Currents, Eggs, Coffee, Sugar
Cookstove, Utensils, Table Service

COOKS'S WAGES

Frau Quiring, Maria Boese, Helena Buller

LODGING & MEALS @ 15¢ per meal

(for Boarding Carpenters & Painters)

FUEL- for Cooking & Heating

Kerosene
Coal

FIRE INSURANCE
TRANSLATION OF CHARTER

MISCELLANEQUS

Including: Telegram, Paper & Notebook,
To Carpenter - ior use of Grindstone, Drill
Bits, Wood Hammer, Chisels, & Lead Pencils

- 181.00

- 135.00

—

- 15.00

- 11.73 J}
- 64.27
- 45,00

- 1.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURES
- 1886 to 1882 -

331.00

16.00
45.00
1.00

4,00

6,100.20"

*The figure of $6,100.20 is for total expenditures until April 1892 and
the erection of a coal shed, outhauses, and some expenses for items for
an adjoining building (custodian's house?) are included.

The figure of $6,030.24 quoted in my original summary and Brian's article

was Pankratz’'s entry for November 24, 1880.

(
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ARTICLES 0G ASSOCIATION
of
TIFE ALRXANDERWOILER MENNONTEN GEMEINDE. |
£

The subscridbers hereby associate themselves as a body politie

and corporate,in pursuance of the provisions of the Statute Laws
of the state of Kansas,authorizing and rcecgulating the formation
of stuck corporations and adopt the following general articles of
association and agreement;

1, The name of this corporation shall be "TIE ALEXANDERWOHLER
MENNONITEN GELFINDE".

2, The purposes for which said corporation is organized are,

— . {a)._for the support of public worship according to the arti-

cleé of faith,and the diseipliné now held and enforced by saié_
church.

{b) and for the maintenance of a private cemetery to be used
for the burial of decezsed members and adherents of said church.

6, That the yrlace where its business is to be transacted shall
be at the church on the south west quarter of the south west quar-
ter of section thirty-three,in township twenty,south, range onc east

of the sixth P.M. in Marion county,state of Kansas.

s ~ AR e

4, That the tem for wiich this corporailon shall oxisi fa” ™=
perpetual.
5, That the number of dircctors: or trustees of this corpora-

tion mlali be five and the names and residences of those appointed

for the first yecar are

- Peter Pankratz Legigh {ansas.
Heinrich Unruh Newton Kansas
Benjamin Vedel Springvalley  Kansas
Peter Schroeder Lehigh Kansas
Peter Quiring Springvalley Kansas.
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6, That the estimate of the value of the real property of said
corporate association and their goods,chattels,rights and credits

is six thousand Tive hundred ($6,500.00) dollars.
(‘".

s,

. .
IN TRSTIMONY VHEREOF,we have herecunto subscribed our name s

this 18th day of May A.D,1888.

PETER PANKRATZ
HEINRICH UNRUH
BENJAMIN WEDEL
PETER SCHROEDER

PETER QUIRING

MARION COUNTY

Sta{;.of Kansé;. '1';3; . ' ' T
Personally appeared before me the undersigned a notary publié

in and for éaid county and state { Peter Pankratz,Heinrich Unruh

Benjamin Wedel,Peter Schroeder,Peter Quiring.who are personally

known to me to be the same persons who executed the foregoing in-

strument of writing and duly acknowledged the execution of the .

same for the purposes therein named.

IN TESTIMONY VHEREOF,I have hersunto subsc¢ribed my name and

affixed my notarial scal,this 18th day of May A.D.1888.

E.R. BURKHOLDER Notary Public,

{SEAL) Apr. 3rd,1889.
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SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURES FOR RECONSTRUCTION OF THE ALEXANDERWOHL CHURCH - 1928
- from PETER BARTEL 'S TREASURY RECORDS for February 1928 to 1932 -

BUILDING MATERIALS

Brick, Cement, Sand - 949.68

Finish Lumber, Frames, Windows - 3,485.57

Rough Lumber, 0ak Flooring, etc. - 5,831.86

Hardware - 1,143,258 12,454.56
Electric Wiring - Material & Labor - 800.00 (

Paint - 141.68

Hauling & Freight - 101.58 /}

EQUIPMENT & FURNISHINGS

Furnace System - 4,743.00

Copper Finial - 52.25

Light Fixtures - 707.70 N 10,489.70
Pews - 4,348.40 //

Pulpit, Table & S Chairs - 349.60 {

Choir Chairs - 288.75

LABOR EXPENDITURES

Raising Church Buillding & Cement Work - 288.29
(F. M. Goossen)
Masons 1,483.35
(Wm. Granada & Sons)
Floor Sanding 285.00
(Carl Barrett) 9,356.35

Carpenters -~ 5,459.70
(Dan F. Unruh - Architect & Master Carpenter)
P. M. Schroeder Henry Woelk
G. A. Duerksen Charles Egy !
Jacob Wiebe Charles Miller i
John G. Flaming A. E. Unruh i
C. C. Koehn H. J. Schroeder i
John Ratzlaff P. J. Duerksen /
Blueprint - Dam F. Unruh - 150.00 /
Exterior Paint & Labor - 533.01 /
(H. S. Buller)
Interior Painting Contract -~ 1,147.00 //

(H. E. Dirks)

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 32,300.61

(41)



ADDITIONAL EXPENDITURES
BELL - Funded by - 340.00 (plus freight - 29.79)
48" Blymyer Bell, Tone - "G"

INSURANCE - 216.19

BUILDING COMMITTEE:
C. R. Voth
P. U. Schmidt
Peter Bartel
G. J. Duerksen

C. F. Unruh

DEDICATION: November 11, 1928
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REV. HEINRICH GORRTZ
MEMOTRS |

February 6, 1898

. My grandparentsiigrank Goertz (the grandmother a: Schroeder y
*%he Kingdom nou under thgfrule ‘6f the Kai"er in Prussia. Thei:

: a bl

,;was in the\Grun ensze:;region adjacent to the Weitzel.

Goertz, was born April 9, 1809.

My mother was born Zva Voth, September 17, 1810. Her prrents, Peter. oth "also.;

lived in Pru$éi& in the Swedish region. Grandmother was a daughter of Jacob Buller,
R

'living'in Péchokofka. Grandfather Peter Voth was a preacher in the chgrch“ygg:qz
“eter Wedel uas ‘tho Elder. . _
- My u1fe's‘pareahs were Jacob Pankratz. They were born and lived in the Schweitzér.
;égion of Pru.sia under the Kaiser in Pschokofkna, not far from Xullen. My wlfe 9 '

mother was a dauyhter of Jacob Zuller, wvho was a deacon in ths 3roth9rhood which

was later named Alexanderwohl in Russla.

v In 1819~ 1820 the narents (as children) from both sides with their. parents’ moved
“from Prussia to Russia. They scttled in the snanithern part of Russia. In sputhern
ﬁussia, under 'the Czarist government, in the reglon of Derdjansk on the Molotchna
River they were given a large reszrvation of lnad. ' _
A My father's varents sotiles in Dorf Grosweide and the Church's name wA s Rudnerueide‘;
3Gédeinde; The first Elder was Franz Goertz, later wes Banjamin fatelafy. Ay grandfathe

*".mlso served as deacon. .

,‘,",,

.- My father grew up <nd was bantize? in the Rudnerweide Gemeinde, My mothar and
my wife's parents grew up an? wire later btaptized in Alexanderwohl Geuweinde. where
BY parénts were married and where they stayed a member until their grave. They became
part of the tody of 3elievers and ramained members until bSheir graves,

My dear mother was marcied twice. MHer first hustaad was Petor Pankratz and

ﬁhey vere marrled four vears. Duriag ithis time 2 daashtars usre born to them, Héria'
‘and Anna. Then later she married my father, Heinrich toertz, who was an old bachelor.
She stepped into the second marriage and 2 children were horn to thenm.

-Because the 2 sisters from the first macriaga died wnder 6 yrars I had tne priVLle*e
 -?0 know and enjoy only one sister, Elizabeth. )
- My mother died in November : A, 1866, at J: v.m. at the age of 5C years‘and one

- month and 25 days. My mother was mother of 4 children and zra:dmother of ZLJC'

Then my father va: a widowe: for 45 voars and then abl the age of 62 he married

the widow of Jacob Ruller which lasted 6 years and 17 days. In the 1last year he

o3
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i:_/fi I am born in 1835,'Aoril 2. Ny wife, born Sara Pankratz, April 7, 1237. Thanks®

be ‘to God, we both hud the nriviiegze io be heought uo by Christian parents. Finally

J

N

Py

3, 1869, roachiny the age of 72 years, ) wmonths, and 1) days. ter ‘mother died January
R B N : 2 o +

We are thankful that through the dcawing of the iloly “oirit, and the Yord of tLhe
‘sermons of the cross of Jesus Christ, our fsith in that Sime which by rights coudd

__;baﬁe been cailgd a2 ueak faith, bubt in beautiful baptismal instruction which we were

PN

voperee

lﬁdf our sins and'that1Jesus Christ, God's fou, the world's Sviour, through the offering '

~members of Alexanderwohl Church in which we were privilegsi to rocnive the spirctnal

tha. we centered a new neriod of Yife, wiich hreosgrnt, bt ihs

suffered much been e of a stroke.  ilc tind wsrg aol clear, It was very hard to
leave them behind, but we sho:li not worry abrut them beevase we have the hope that
ve vill see them.again. My lather's l-:L words to me were "My God is still living".
The fareuell had taken place to never me:t agaln on thiz oarth.

My dear father died June 8, 1877, at 10:00 w.m. at the age of 68 years and 2
months. And he was father over 7 children and grandfather over 26.

The relatives of my {ather's side 21l utayad except his cousin, ileinrich uoertz;'
uho with all his fraily came to America, The seven families in my father's family
are Peter Gae:tz, Alexanderwohl; Jacob Neumans, Aleraaderwohl; David Balzer;‘Leonard
Bértel, Jacob Bnlzer, later Johann Koethler, and an Aunt Heinrich Janzen who had
nQ>children' all 1ived in the villaze ofs Grosvei-de. -

From my mother 8 side ths relatives are all here in Americn in Kansas, WMy
Aunt Tohann Abrahams children are living in Yebraska.- _ -

Now somethlng of my wife's narents as much as I know. Her father died Fébruafy_

?4,‘1872, and reached the-age of 68 years, 5 months and 2/ days. Beth died in Alexander- ;
wohl, Russia. The dear mother 3ied in ihe evening. From 2:00 to 12:00 that evening
the heavens were red 'as with light from a fire. The ncople were scared and asked
hWﬁatzwill happen?*

Now sometning of our personal life -

we reached that age of youth wvhere we realized that withoub God it was a lost 1ife.

. glven, was very much ztrengthened. %o that we alco had yar own testicony nf>repentence

of His Son all may hawve thae nrivile-se of beiag saved.
Then we weré bavtized by Honcrable ¥lder Peter wWoiel i the name of the “ataer,

Sén; and Holy Spirit, .baptized on the second gay aof “erteenst, 1853, Then we became -

nourishment of which we very oSten felt uawnrihr-. A: vnang warriors lu the war against

gin and the world, sometimes ve 2laost yielded tn Loaptation., 2ut ve were aluays

strengthcnod tarough the rrace of Aad wnich crys Lo Mrlihew 12:26 the flickering,

gllmmerlng Light of a wick will nat ce blown o:bt awd ihe beuised reel woald ot break.

.  Then in 1858, October 3, throngh a Clristian bmfAynphal w2 wore cromigsed toy each .
other. On Octobe 23 wve celeurated our wirdiiu, whoees we -y cach other our hands
in marrinze. The uriuvatly ble:ziny was riven by sonoedble wider Yeber Wedel,  With

5 owd aloo worrles

i P
: A s LRI ¢ .
“ .
A
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gorrovs, nalns, and sufforing. Soon after o o ilaz, in adiitton to our housekeeving
and Tarmiag resconsitilities, I had another tack ir ' - e¢hurch. I was elacted by N
the church 42 serve -~ Yorson er {nong leadar).  Since God has riven the gift'bf a
beautiful voice aad because of this with God's help, I could serve for overf9_years
vith joy. B

50 as it was said to the Anostle Peter; John 21:18; Verily, veri;yﬁ
‘thee, when thon wvast young, thou pgirdest thyself, and walkedst whithef’ ho
but when thou shalt be old, tho:n shalt stretch fort: thy hands, and-&nothe
gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. The Lord also led e
I did not want to go. At the age of 33 the church elected me as minioter;
I have reached the period of 1ife with.great responsibility which a minigh
with it. My humble 1ife reached te the fost of a aountain which I thought Lo
not be able to climb. But the Lord also gnides and .lecads So with:a heav& heart
I was willing to be ordained to the ministry, “ebruary 2, 1863, by HonorabléA__'
Peter Wedel. My firat text wacs Sehesivng hr 2R-24; That ye nut off concerningythe

‘former convers atlon the old aan, w}1Cu is corrupt ac~nrding to the deceitﬁql ldéts
and be renowed in the spirit of your mind; ani that ye nut on the new man, uhich

after God is created in righteousness and true holiners.

n

“ Now when I am-writing this 25 years have gone by. I think back on all the dutxeq;
-all these years have brought witn them. ‘henever T look back I see so many ways . "4
that I have failed in this important ministry. Then I but Dray hat the Lord will

be lenient with his servant, ani zive yrace insntead of what T de*orve.
Now back to our married life - o
We lived for some years with my n-rentz in their srmmer room. . Wc tilled the

land that we reated from my fathcr. The first year, 12 months after the'ﬁédding,

-after a lard lobor, my wife was d=livered »f a saall son. He livad'at biffhfﬁﬁut .
{éQ}ed almost immediately, August 1, 1859. So with a heavy heart we had to’ bury“our
f;:st’son. on top of tnat my wife wag very sick. She had to stay in bed:l'

uffering, With God's hel~ she recovered completely.

And on ﬂctober 14, 1860 our son, Heinrich was born and speedy fecovery w&%%;t

Lour joy. o : 4 ' ;.Eyﬁf
v Then on March 10, 18¢4, our son, Jacob, was born. 1In this year we had a completé
harve:t failure so that many of the brothers went out »s 1aborwrs, toreshing. It
T;Wag hard labor, ha-d to earn our bread. During harvest it rained very hard so we
jhéd a lot of fodder to cut but it was too bad that so many of the farmers had sold

' their cattle at a low nrice. Jacob dien Tecember 19, 18346, .
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‘In the fall, "lovembar, 15, we took our foster dawsht:r, Anna B.ller. Ve hecnme
her le -l cuardians until ke - -weiad hor seventeenth birth ay. OUhe was juat a little
over 7 ycars old being born, Ma-ch &, 13858, |

She nteyed as a child in the home unbi? she was mavriod, She was treated like

a child of the home and given ciothicr, bedding, a wauidrobn, a coy,” a calf, one hog,

3

-

and 3100 in cask at the time of her marriaze. [Traa-lators nale, She was married

to Jacob Loewen the 1. th of Deceanber, 2373, She waz ithe mother to thé'late‘Mrs;,H;J;

i T

Reimer and the grandmother to “1lton Reimer,

The next year, 1866, Novent:er 12, ay lovlng zother died. In February, 1?67, R

- on the twenty-second a sos, Pebter, was born; a fat, pe"fo-* taby. At the age of

9 months he took very sick. ‘i thourkbt. it was becanse b had no teoth and his’ 111ne~si’

was caused by teething. Then came the epilepsy (convulsions) with children a paesin ;-

Ehing; but with hir it was dxf'crenu. It hung on und he had it ttil his death at
-, age 5. A1l durlng this time we had a he vy cross to bear. But in all of thi' _
:»~ye:felt the loving supporting hand of Gosd and also in our hone, Toudgm«be the _:j%(
H'd | alse._ - o “J“nd
Then in 1870, February 22, our twin daughtera, Sara and Llizabeth werevborn.
t this time the COlOnlSuS, -especially the Dutch colonists were llving hnder thé
alser but had certain written privileges, that they would not have to’ serve in® the o
f army._ Nou a new law was put into effect that after 20 years all would come . under ;ﬁgh'

the Rustlan luw (control) All would have %to serve in the army. It wa" a trylng

time. AL the same time a 10-year emigration law was passed. All colonlgts were
Sree to emigré@e with all his property. Then it was very hard - wherc ﬁo? where
te? L i ' ' 4 .
_'i < Then on. October 31, 1872, the children, Eva and I’“adc wvere born, -the second
pair(of twins. The neyt year,,1873, the emigration pres sure was so great that delegates
‘ wone ‘sent . to America, they were Elder Jacob Bultler, %lder lL.eonhaxd Suderman, and from‘
:'frussia Elder Ullhelm ﬁwert. The delegates went to North America to look for a noew

- home;to llve. The Lord wvas gracious and protected them by land and sea so that a”ter

‘17—day ocean trlo they arrived the seventeenth of May at Castle Garden in New York.

The purpose of the trlo vas to require ahout religious fre.lom and to ‘look for land,_@ B 7;%
After'they had looked at ;the land in Manitoba, Uakota, Nebras ska, and Kansas, they returnedj P
? Hell and healthy and with God's protdction arrived in “erdganski the eighhh of September. s

3he‘report was such that the decision was to emigrate to America. : C "%i ;éj
: - In fall the ~same- -year we sold our fars land very cheaply, at half orice- 2400 {'"_ a %gi
ruble. Graln horses, cattle, house and furniture and every thing salable amountedim?: : -{35
f’?to another 2400 ruble, in all 4800 ruble. e o %35

Since we owed my father 2070 ruble, (who Zcrcided because of sickness ho stay in

Russia) we gave him the 800 ruble, althoush bz <id aot want norneeded the mouay.

o @)



Aftcr his death 1t v gent to us., 3 withh 4220 ruble we started our trip tn Amerlca. Lo

We 1eft our dear home (Russian Lime) Jury 24, ANT74, que: stacLed our Journey willi a
sick son, Petar, and - pRIr Lwing, 21l ©-wr small which Tave us much sWeepless ni ghtg

and wuch worry. ‘e stuoped iito thz Lsain and left o ia.
By the new calendar, on Arzust 16, we left Hamburg, Tha Te- ‘tonia was the name
of our shis. The first days uo wer: very seasic! . Mhervise it wasn't too oad..'q
After 18 days on the boat, on Senteuber 2 at 2:00 in the wvening, well and healthy

we arrived in New York, Tastle jardoa.

After we rested avhile, we had ou money changed.  Qur monay melted to %2000

since the ruble was worth only J3¢. Then wi let Sestember 5 at 8:00 D.de by train
for Xansas and arrived Qentevbcr %oat 43100 pum. in Topeka.. We arrived in Topeka o
where the railread had a very lar.-o brick.Fnctory. Here we lodred, 'DJ;qully for
4 weeks. At this time we looked for land where we ¢ 17 5 tile, Our 2 young est ~ T
. children, 7rank and Evn; were vory cick with summer sickness {erns. note, probably :
diahrhea)., o0Our little son, Frank, was a victimsof thisz disease and died on nednesday,
October 7, at 8:00 p.m. %ecause 1t was already deﬁOPTln’ﬂ that we leave the npxt
morning for Marion County there wa: no other way than in great haste Lo bury our

,'Iovely little son a* the City Ceumet.iry which was Thurs sday, October 8 at 12:00- noon

, Very sor*owful ~we left the grave vae:e our littls con was .utlng. It was: very
CDmefulﬂg that thers were 6 little onzs of our group resting there. Also there
"was a Henry Unruh .In all hurry wve had to rush back to our lodvinV, pack. o,_:belonﬂings

and 1t 3:00 in the afternoon with a roar the traln took us with our sorrowful hegrﬁs-i
from the c1ty of Tone ' )

Those days are numbered among those 1n which we exoerlnnhed hardshin,. weAirriv~d
in Peabody at midnlght and unloaded in the mornlng our cattle, horses and other

hings. Then " we left for oar settlement on October 3. Here the rallroaqrhad bu1lt
f2'big ‘houses 18 x 200 {oot lon~ which should serve all »f us for iving quarters ;
;temporarlly 'til our houses were built. SR

But we quickly made hay for fodder nd we were fortunate with bu1lding that we
iﬁcbuld move in on Noveaber 12. The cost of it was $611.75. It was just the shell

:the inside not being finished. It was in winter very colid. Novezber 17 there wa"j,
5ﬁ.;a great snowstorm. It wns very cold. The work that first year, because everything

"f;had to be started was very hard. Some families were voor. The work was very, manifold

‘A_Eand compllcated ‘breaking the prairie, planting, and do all the oulLdlng. That uas .
' the order of the day. It was very hard. ' L “"'?,, o

i

EREIRE

”'"Every beginaing is hard". This is one saylng that has really been-fulfilled B
or us @ére in America. R B
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In th-t Tiest Oall, 1874, I acceon b i Cam 2l ov s traska to locate possessions
which were unloaded a2t the vrong air:ss. e also went o look for Peter Pankratz! |
trunk and bedding,

In the Tirst year there vac much traveling to do to nut sverything in order,
also because of the poor brethren-from Poland, Thrre had to be a committee elected
to care for the poor. Thers was also nmuch traveling to do because of fire inéura@ce{;[

».  In Febroary 15, 1876, our church elected teachers; Corielius Wedel, Jacob~Ri¢heq£fhﬂfi,
v Also Heinrich Schmidt and Peter Schrosder were elected de~coas. Heinricﬁéﬁénméh‘ e
and Peter Balzer were elected Vnrsaenge:. ' ;

- In 1876 we built a barn in addition to the livin: quarters. Jacob dlebe and
Jacob Pankratz,. wore the carcenters, - . e .
o On the first of March, 1876, a’ %:20 iu the avening 'va died. In 1876,~the night '51474

of March 12-13, there was a severe rain storm with thunder and lightening; a -tornado

threw the barn over, Horses =n?! cattle were coverad with debris, but nothing died .
as a roailt, . |
In 1376, June 1, our btrother-ia-lnw, Johana Volh, weat to bed a healthy person,
at 1:00 a.m. he was dead. On Juuo 3 he was buried. .
"In 1877, Jwudy 15, lightenings struck Peter laruh's wneatstack. - N
In 1877, November 28, there was; ai accident at Joirinn Unruhs., Their daughter,
BEva, went at 6:00 a.m. Yo the well to draw water. She glipped and fell headfirst

into the well. They pulled her out dead. Uith great sorrow she was buried the first”™

of Decenber.

R In 1878, February 19, we nad our Aunt Johann Abrahams of Nebraska as a. guest. -
On November 20, 1378, Peter Ldiser stariod tn school a2t Péter Balzers. The
o

‘following spring I gave hi. %0 as wages Ior 4 months ending in August. (A remark -

This Peter Ediger becaume on orphan juzs “efore we started our trip. Then his grandmothay

P

3ff ‘the Adzy before we laft, she came to us with him that we shoald take hiw alon; to
¥ ~ -
3 America. ‘e hardly could :iegide in such a short time. 3ut he did not let up in

begging and pronised to nelp as moch as was his capacity with the small children,
which he performed-well. It 211 worked out 56 well. The governor in Russia had one
child more of 15 years of age written down for us. 3o we considered it God's will
L;;.,‘ that he come with us. The trio cost 280 plus his clothing, and board. He worked

L years for us after we caae here to ocay this back.) (Tra-slators note - He vas

S

the graadfatier to Paul Rdiger, iillsbors.)

. In 1872, Haréh 8, ny wife became very sick with a hwmorrhnpe. After one month
our soh, Cornelius, was born Anrii €. “~tber could not et her strensth back;'

She started to swell and we thonwht 1L wis dropsy.  A7L2r 7 weéels we weul to quton

to Dr. Wuhall., After 3 nonths, Witk oinise bo the Tord, she was well.

, | (vg) o ..
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In 1720, March £, Ouv’ﬁﬂ“?kfew-whhs,:trohhed t Tacob Warteutine., The wedding
was Maren 20, We invit .l 108 fanilies. o

Cetober 13 I and lder lleinrich Richert 1aft froa Hoousridge at 8:00 pn.a. to

g0 o South :akota to Lo t: the Genernl Conference. 94 5:r way back we stomped in sy
Nebraska Lo visit rel-tives. Aftor o fur~day visit we 1=t for home and arrived | R

snfely at home November 4 at 3:00 -.s. , fj S S
In 1991, by Newton Bethel Col ¢re ums built. Th2 school was dedicated’fn§1893} -
' In 1231, ¥ay 1, becaus: I cool:’ cfitton auickly, I took sick with rhgumaﬁiém;
i? I spent 10 wewks in the house with muck nmain. ’ o .
Yovember 7, 1841, our ai ter-ir-law, Xrs. Jacob "rausc :lied.
.+ On Qctober 2), 131, our dar-iter, Blizabeth, was tzircihed to Helnrich dnruh,

% November 17, 18,1, they wers =or - ied, Nincty-six (amilies were invitasd.
) H ?

January 17, 1832, Mra., Javab Punkratz, our sister~in-1l-w, died.

: _-Seotember 14, 1872, our Vorsazenger, Sornaiins Weiel, was kicked by a hor 56 in
Lehigh when he sten od of £ the urioa. TL wis ooweh a de-thle klck that he died 'the
next.dny in Yewton. This was very :sminful for nis frni ly.
In the month of vaonou., 1273, I wes sickly until December 21 with malerial _ <
;.- fever., I finally took to my ved. Then I als0 contracted 'rose face' 2ad rheumatism. 7'1?25

"Because of tiir I goent months and wieks in pain. “ven in s.oring, for the Zaster
holiday »f 1874, I was noi y=t abla to 5o t» « hurch, ' A
In 1297, the last weeic indJuly I fell ian the barn on a large box and injured

“.my side. Recaw:e I dis not take -n»>d cara of i: at thal tise, rheumatism set in

.50 I had to spend 2} months 977 and on in bed,

Thus far, Rev, Helarich Gosriz, Ludfahharq;é '9/ I was t91d that he returned P
B . . e ge R ~ e . - .. . GO 2
Y.-7very sickfrom the General Congarence, held in one of the enstern States, to.which s

;%.hé had gone as ndelesate. Alter sohending many months in wed with dropsy, he went to
“be with his Lovd Necember 23, 1204, renching tho e of éF ycars. Hc had served as
minister of the Alexanderwonl Church in “nszia and fumerica 33 years.
Grandmother Goertz went to her poward “abruary 2%, LJ16, at ithe age of™7) years.
" The cause of her death was Flu,

Anne M, Unruh
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