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Alexanderwohl Architecture

by Brian D. Stucky

We shape onr sereonndings, and in
arn, ey shape ws,

Choreh architecture s nol [tequently
discussed. However, it cun be 4 poind
of ereat sensrtivity., Not only doces it
reflect the direct or indirect faith and
foclings of the desigoers and builders
af g centain church, hut wlsao il coolioues
to shape the faith and feelings of ail
those who worship within its walls,

The Alexunderwohl Mennonite
Church, Goessel, Kansas, Bas been
noted hy Mennanites and  non-
Mennonites in Kansas and across the
nation for its interesting architecture.
Although the buoilding has undergone
several changes, the coentury old struc-
ture still imaintaios spme of the Dol
Mennonite architectural style, which
hiots at the roots of the congregatinm
cenlUries apo.

The arigin ol the Alexanderwohl
Churcly poes hack to the organizstion
of the congregation in the 17th century
in Przechowka, West Prussia, near the
Vistuly River. “‘According to the
names, some ol the original members
must have come from the Wetherlands,
some from neighboring Lutherans, and
ene . . . from Hotterian Brethren. The
{irst known elder of the congrepation
was Berend Ralelalt ™ tIo 1784,
Jacok Wedel, ane of the ministers of the
Przechowka Church, comgpiled the
historical records of the church
membership as far back as was ascer-
tainahle @i that time |the earliest being
a hirthdate of 1641 . . . . The con-
tinuous series of dates fram 1669 to
1784 |leads one to believel] . . . that
this sel of dawes refers o 105 years of
existence of the church by L1784, thus
dating the origin of the church in
1669, From the title of this church
record book, the Frzechowka Church
wus g member of the Old Flemish or
Groningen Mennunile Society.

“YWhen Elder Pcler Wedel led a
group of 21 families . . . to Lhe

I&

Muoloschna (Rossia) scltiement in 1821,
they . . . met Czar Alexander | whao
wished them well (wedft! th German) in
their undertaking, Hepce the name
*Alexanderwolll' for the village sand
congregation csiublished in the heart of
the Molatschna seltlement . . . . When
in the 1870°s a new conscription law
wus 11 preparation in Bnssia, the elder
Jacab Buller . . and almost the entire
village and congregation”* emigrated
to America in the summer of 1874, One
group arrived in Marion Couoty and
another proup in Reno County, Kansas.
The laller groap was led by Dietrich
Gacddert and setlled under the name of
“Hoffoungsan. ' Until bomes could be
built, they lived in immigrant houses
buill by the Alchison, T'opeka. and San-
ta Fe Railruad Company which trans-
ported them o Kunsas. Io the Marion
Counfy settlement, the immigrant house
was the center of worship at Alexunder-
wohl for twelve years before the “‘new
Alexanderwohl™ chorch was huilt in
1886,

Since no minutes of *'hrathechood
meetings" were kept nniil Ocioher
1892, the cadiest source of information
concerning  the constroction of the
chorch has heen plesned from a
treasurer’'s book . - . . The first cotey
of income was July 27, 1886, indicating
that $1,319.00 was received for the
building fund al a brutherhood meeting
on that date.*

Johann Wall {([H31-19017 was a
carpenter and cabinetriaker by trade,
having built the Lichtenauy Church in
Russia. * He was residing on his farm
on the easiern fringe of the Hebron
church settlement between Moundridge
ariel Bubler, when on the 30th of July,
1886, three men (rom Alexanderwohl,
Peter Punkratz, Heintieh Untul, and
FPeter Schroeder, came 1o see bim con-
cerning, the building of the church.®
These three men, aleng with Helorich
Schmidt, bad becn chosen as the
Building Commission.™ Wall's diary

states, “*Have undertaken the huilding
of the church and will try with God's
help to accomplish this assiponment.”™”
On the twenty-thitd of Septenber be
writes, I owenot o the Alexander-
wohlers o build the church.'” Io
Movember he further writes, **T was in-
volvaed with the building of the church
for 8 weeks and 3 days. Am oow ar
luime on Lhis 200k duy of November. ™™

The muin uuditarium of the ariginal
chorch which was directly above the
present basement was 40 feet by 70 feet.
The church had a front enirance 1o the
cast (22 et by 30 foed) with Lwo staic-
wuys. On the first floor under the nartth
styinway was the nursery and on the
south under the stairway the Sunday
Schoal librury. This room was also osed
for Sunday Schoul. The middle toom
upstaits wias used for the catechism
clazs.*

The boilding of the siructare pro-
gressed ootil the time came o constroct
the ronf. A story is teld that the head
carpenter, unable to solve the problem
of building a self-supportinge eoof that
would not blow ofi in the strong Kun-
sas wind, sat down under a tree to think.
After a while, an assistanr came Tuqn-
ning over Lo him with an jdza. The deci-
siom was made o boild 4 low arched
poof. thus self-supporting wilh no
pillars.t?

The church treasurer’s book lists a
varicty of Boilding materials. food, and
wages tn [ourieen individuals incloding
the “'FZimmermcistec”” or bead
carpenter. The final entry of Nov, 24,
1890, lists a wotal income of $6,051.20
and expenscs ol 56,030.24. Odher
nuscelianenus items brought the baluoce
to 30.00 on april I, 1892."

Johano Wall's diary mentions his
return to the church on December 11,
1886, “'In the afternoon we left for
Alexanderwahl] fiwr the chureh dedieud-
tion. a very nice day. December 12:
Churel dedication service was held.
Had ruio duriog the night and snow with
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Fafi.  Jolin Wall ({83-190f) and Margarer (Wiews] Wall
f1831-1918).

Belaw. This east view of dlevandervah! ways taken shorily after
conpleddon of the structuve in 1886, The oceasion iy ant
identifiedd. The Western Disirict Conference of the
General Conference first met b ehis building i 1887,
and many oiher Special conferences have afse ner at
Alevanderwofil,
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o northwesl wind ootil noen. A goadly
nummber ol prople sttended o spine af
the bod weather.”™!'?

The treasurer’s hook records
December 11, 188G . . .7 Ta the Zim-
mermeister . for wuapes due him

SH010.00.7"% There s no direct
mention of Inhann Wall, bul we muy
assmme jI was he,

The most cutstanding featires af the
1886 Aldexonderwahl building center
around iis “Duleh Mennonite ™ siyle of
chrgh architecture. The siyle has en-
dured through hundreds of years and
tiroush the migratons ta several coun-
Lrics. Churacleristics of this siyle, as
ahserved 0 Molotschna, arc  Lhal
“along one wall was a platform, with
a pulpit cn the middle of the platform.
On one side of the pulpit on this plar-
[orm were |benches for| ministers and
on the ather, Worsingers [Soogleaders].
On the ather three sides ni the chureh
auditocium was a balcony . . . . Aflhe
enel ol the building, at the side was the
minister’s room, uod al the ater end
was the mother's roon, 1 alsa had side
entries. The windows were small and
ran in two rows, so the building from
the exterior gave the impression of o hig
two storicd building, On the side where
the polpil stood were Lhree largpe, all

18
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windows, "1 Other characteristics are
hat the floer seating an the sides luced
inwered, he pulpit was buile in a multi-
sicleel Torm, us many European elnrches
use, and railings lining the platform
were made with lathe turoed spindles.
17 the Metherlands, chairs ruther than
pews may cccupy the cenrer floor arca.
The three-sided  arrangement with
balconies prevented the worshippers
from seeing all the nthers, bur allowed
large pumbers of people, ofien cight
lwindred or more, to be placed relatively
closie 1w 1he speaker. This relative
cluseness in worslip is consistent with
Apabaptist thealogy. A very long sanc-
luacy oF nave separates those o back
from the center of worship.

This Duteh Meononiie seyle still snr-
vives in the Metherlunds in buildings ap-
proximlely three bondred years old,
One of the most notshle is Lhe
Sinzelkerk in Amsterdam. “Rev. P H.
Unruh, who teaveled Lo Holland., Ger-
many. and Russia shorlly afier Waorld
War 1, said that when he walked ina
ihe Alexanderwohl Church m Russiu,
he Fell he was almost back home in
America. So we see Dl the Mennonites,
pat anly carcied their celisions prac-
tices, but also their Dutch sivle of ar-
chitectore frem Helland to Prussia, o

Rusciza, and then w Anenica, ™ 13

Mo wriren record exists cuncerniog
a4 church buile at Alexanderwwohl in
Molotschna  imumediately  afier  the
migralion in 1821, but there are records
ahout a laler building, vne that is known
theongh  existing  pholugraphs, The
church record book reuds, ““Our new
church was dedicated nn the 30th of Oc-
toher LRG0, Because of the severe
rainstaTm nol oo mony people could
come, There were uhoul 300, perhaps
imore, i attendance.”™ '™ Then follows
u recard of moneys assessed, borrowed,
and repaid. Twenty-Uve silver rubles
were assessed per family, but moest
could not pay hecause af pour crops, w0
funils were barrowed from individoals.

Churches in America that corry signs
of the Dutch Mennonite style include
Alexanderwohl's sister choreh, Hoff-
nungsau, east af Inman and Bubler. The
first building o 1880 was & sod strue-
lure wilh u straight sanctoary. But the
second, o wonden building buile in
1897, was very similar w Alexander-
wohl, with the exception that the edee
nl the bulcony was rounded. like u
hocseshoe. ™ The Hoffnungsau huilding
measured S feer by T4 Ffeel [identical
to Alexanderwohl] with an additicn of
20 by 44 teer. Micirich Gueddert was

MENNOMITE LIFE



Thexe three phatography illuserate some of the early chanpes in the sanctuary.

glected to be building ecomraclor,
Abrahary BucelulT was his assistant, uod
there wus o huilding commitiee of five,
The carpentry contract was piven to
Dietrich Funk af Newton, KS. . . .
This rask, with five warkers, wus beaun
wayv 24 and completed in Gme fur the
dedication an Nuvember 13, | 59518

Emmaus, near Whitewnter. KS..
with its plonesers coming divectly from
Pruszia, 15 un inleresting compurison,
The licst tweo Emmavs buildings, 1878
and 190, were hoth straight sane-
luaries. with no halconizs. However, in
building the present church in 1928, 17
Emmans developed an imerior quie
sitilar 1o the preseol Alexanderwohl
imterior. This church mekes o retum
the Durch style after o 34 vear pheence,
However, Emmaus has, like the IToff
aunasur  woeden  building,  stroog
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Ciothic pointed windews, in contrast o
the simple Mennoniie tradition.

Giher Generul Conference chuerehes
displuy the three-sided balenoy, sueh as
the churches at Rerne, Indiann, Bethel
at Marion. 5.73., Freeman. 5.D. (that
has since been replaced). Farnena, bMa.,
and Pandora end Bluffton, Ohio. Some
ol these wlso buve pews Tocmed inoo
semicitele. Fealures similar ta the
Thutch Mennomite style do nat necessali-
l¥ mean thai the congrepation has Dutch
or Prussian roots. On the contrary,
sanne o these bave Swiss uneesloy. The
ubove churches and others may more
likely he pare of the early to miid 20th
centiery era in which people and ideas
traveled more casily und styles hegan
1o blend.

Was nme person a carrigr af the Duarch
siyle t America? Johano Wall is not

menticmed canceraing the Hoffnungsaw
huilding, althoweh he may have advised
in its comslroction. He did, however,
supervise the hoilding af the nearby
Hebrom ehureh, The Dutch Mennonite
style seems nat ro have beea carried o
America by a smgle “acchileel,”™ but
rather was widely enoueh koown Lo be
used by severul congrepadons,

The presene Alexanderwah] building,
which contains some  112-vear old
timbers from the inmigrant bouse | hay
had a series of remodelings and addi
tions i its 100 year history, *In 1890
it was decided tn Imijld two rocins 12
by 24 feet, one to be added on cach cod
of the meilding, |oarth and south| which
were alsa used for Sunduy School. The
lithe oom on the south was the
minister’s Trayer roo. " [ 1906 morn
madificarions were  compleled.
Previously, the elevued pulpil arca pro-
vided a shallow space for ooly the
pulpit, pulpit chuirs, und heoches for the
¥orsinger to the south and ministers to
the north, Paneling enclesed the bench
area with o semicirele rwiling in front
of the pulpit bur allowed walkiog
space between ihe pulpit aod the rail-
ing. Acezss to the platform was pained
by a sinple center set of sleps in front
of the pulpi.™

Alter 1Y06, Lhe Vursinger and
ministers’ benches and pulpit remained
miuet, hut ihe platfor or siage area ex-
tended into the sanctoary belew i
pulpit, approxitnately three leet high.
This eotire platlarm wes bordeced with
a railing, with the exception of two
shore sers of stens from the main Roaor.
It was between these "twin® sieps that
many offtcial functions look place. such
us marrigges und baplisms. This lower
area made it wittually impossthle for
thase in the halcony o see, Fram the
flan platfortn, steps on either side of the
pulpit led 1w the Vorsinger aod
ministers” bench ares, The choir usuul-
Iy tunk o pluce oo Lhe south side of 1he
platform.® A detailed model af this
huilding boilt by Alvin Goossen is oo
display ar Coessel’s Mennonite Heri-
tge Buseum.

Other changes by 1906 included the
additinn of an arnately trommed organ,
which resulted in the lessenmg of 1he
impertance of the Yorshoger. Also,
square pillars werne changed (o cownd,
but in spite af this, ihere werz many
“blind spots™ in the church seating
arrangement.”

Kerosene lighis were ariginally used.
witil in 1406 cachide gos lHahts were in-
stulled. This worled ontil Jonuwary
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1918, Following an eveniog service. all
had gone home. when custedian
Reinhald Schwartz walked out o the
small huilding regulating the carhbide
gas an the wesl side of the church. A
kerosene lantern carricd by Schwarlz
ignited a gas buildup, causing an exple-
sinn which rocked the neighborhond,
knocked uut all windows on the west
side and some on Lthe sonth side. and
burned and knocked Schwuriz un-
conscious, Henry Edizer, who lived a
hulf’ mile cast of the church, saw the
flash and heurd the explosion. He
quickly ran into the house and 10ld Mrs,
Ediger to call Goessel to say that tie
church was on fire. A ring was mute
an every parly line after which many
peaple atrived on the scene and so the
damage was controlled. Following this
incident, gas lights were nuo lomger
uscd. Two light plants were purchused
gnd electrie lights were instalied ™

The hasemicnt ol this building was
dug in the spring of 192} This wok
muweh bard labor, becavse the ground
wus s0 hurd and dry. Many remarked
thut it had nol ruined for a long time
nnder this hoilding 24

At hrotherbood mectings in the years
leadling up o 1928, several discussiony
leed tor Lhe Jdea of 4 new or a remndeled
chureh hboilding . lnforation is sketchy
wntil io the “full af 1927 it was decid-
ed to rebuild the church, and on the first
Sunday morning in Febroary, 1928, it
was anoounced thal help was nesded
Waonday morning, Febroary 4, to star
removing the additions Irom the main
building, **28

Dianiel F. Unroh (1883-19537 served
as the architeet aned head carpenter for
the 1928 remnndeling project. Although
a charter member of the Gocssel Men-
nomite Church. Unroh had grown up at
Alexanderwol] and so was still keenly
awarc of the wishes of the conpregu-
tion, He iiad no formul training in ar-
chitecture. except for a correspondence
eourse, but was considered a boilder by
lrade. The fruits of his labors arc
preserved in many fine homes and farm
dwellings scattered throughout the com-
munity. He also designed and buill the
Gocsscl Mennonite Church, [worked on
the] Tahor bMeononile Church, and the
Menpanite Church oear Kingman, *7

On March |, [928, the chuech was
raised 39 inches,with 24 screw jacks,
About 36 manpower units were oc-
cupied most of e day. . M. Goossen
i1ad the respunsibility w manage the
raising. The church was raised with all

2

the furniture in i, vven Lhe piano and
the argan, Rev. O O Wedcl slepped
in about every hour and said that bolh
clocks were still running. At first the
congregution miended to bhave their
worship services o the building after it
wigs Tadsed, hut when they suw i so ugh
above the foundation and the hig buse-
ment unler it, the decision was made
Lo hold Lhe services and Suoday School
in five voral schools, This was dane un-
til the new church was dedicated

The principal changes in the 1928
remodeling were significant. although
the busic sanctuury shell remained in-
tact, The center baleony oo Lhe cast was
moved back farcher east near the old en-
tramee  calechismicloakroom  thus
“topening up” the saocluary. The sanc-
tuary flonc was cxtended  cusiward
under the new balcony, edding to Lhe
capacity. To rhe west, a choir loft and
several Sunday School rooms were add-
ed. The voof was greatly restructured,
Anmher significant chanpe was the
moving of the main entramce W Lhe wesl
side, since many felt that the tfroot ol
the church should face the road. Since
the parking space was to the =ast, sauth,
and nocth, the worshippers at first used
the west entrance, bul s time wenl by,
they used it less frequently. and by 1966
the west enirance was closed **

Dan Unruh's effurrs at Alexander-
woll were not without disagresments.
Probably the most controversial feamre
wits the introduction of “stuined ™ plass
[calored opaleseenl) windows. These
were chosen as o convenicol allernalive
tn screen Lhe sunlight, as opposed to
onisy shutrers or roiler shades, They
function well for that purpese, but &
furor srose over the “'Cutholic™ in-
fluence. The building committes
calmed the membership with the ex-
planation that they were not picture
windows, just simple colored windows,
und an explanation of the sun scroen
fumetion. This was, in time, pccept-
akble,

Ar the sonual mecting of December
29, 1927, the Vorsanger as & group
resigned in protest becanse the new
pulpil 2rew was not planned e include
seating for them. The importance of
their *‘nffice’” had been weakening for
some time.*t This, however, signaled
i visible break with the Tutch architec-
ture and furmat that bad been used for
centures.

Twaq arbitrary chanees were nade by
Unruh after membership approval of
the building plans. One was the addi-

Daniel F. and Elitebeth {Duerksen)
I

ticn of the balenny “walk arounds’” ar
“ratwalks,'” and the other was the
elimination of a semicircular exiension
of the stage on which the pulpit was to
have been placed. "It will always be in
the way,” Unruh was o have com-
mented, and simply cuat it off i oa
straight lina

The bell tower. rather Victorian m
appearance, was also somewhat of an
afterthought. C. R Vath intrmmdueed the
idea and crealed intercst for the bell
tower and was instruniental m its plun-
ning. At the church meeting of April
11, 1928, Dan Unroh agreed chat the
size and srructure af the building would
lend itself to haviop a hell tower. A
committee was formed, with ©, R.
Valh ax chairman, At the mesting of
May 21, the church voted to proceed
with the bell tower

The sisters of the church, at thal time
not able to vote, were given a special
vore un Dot 25, 1928, i0 decide if they
wanled o coolinue silling oo the north
side as they had. The vote was 112
Maorth, 71 South.* Today. seating is
mikedd, but an older ladies Sunday
SGehoul class meets woder the norh
haleaoy and rematns there lor the ser-
vice, Likewise, lhere is a class of men
on the south. Thus there is a living rom-
nanl of u tradition of over a huadred
YEATR.

The elimination af pillats o support
ile baleony (as in the original building)
causerd preat apxiery to some members.
ilsing steel I-beams for support, Unruh
successlully eleared the view for many,
Those pillurs were moved 1o the hase-
ment. However, so grosl was the fear
that the balconies would collapre oo
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Nedication Day, Nov. 11, 1928, that
the Building Commiitiee, to show their
coofidence, sol in lhe pew directly
under the eder of the “dangerovs™
baleany. The pustor nuted thut every
seal io the balcony was filled, and that
it was “fitm, " thus alleviating many
fears.?*

Architectura]l design reflects  the
dircer und indirect {with and feclings of
the designers and huilders of a church
and eontinues o shape the faith aod
foelings uf all those who warship within
its walls. A sohtle but olten tepeated
elzment 1o the tnilding’s design is whae
could be called the ' Alexanderwiahl
Arch.” a low, continuously curving
arch that appears nbove the choir loft
and in the colored glass windows. To
the typical native chorch member, it
secms nothing speeial. Tt is o pleasam
shape, not nffensive, and nothing more.
After all, 1o many, it is a normal part
of Sunday surroundings, but the mmean-
ing roes much deeper then that. Besides
appearing in the chair loft, it appears
in oo less than 32 of the colored glass
windows, in the bell tower, on each of
& sirles (the bell tower itself would make
a churming gazebo). ance oo the west
facade, for a tota] of 42 sppearances.
A slightly different Inw arch appears on
the fromt of the pulpit and on each of
the pulpit chairs.

The deseription of this rare arch is
called a **hasket handle,”” *'elliptical ,**
ur “three-cemiered’’ arch.™ In com-
parison, a one-centered arch s a0 half
circle or Romanesque arch. having its
routs in Rowman victory arches, aque-
ducls, and other structures, ond i cer-
ries over [0 early Mhedieval Roman-
esque cathedrals up w 1000 A DL A
lwo-centercd arch, desisned by placing
A compass oo puper al Deo poinils,
results in the pointed Guthic areh, com-

. Pedicarian an Nov, 17, 1928
Temt erected  for dedication
celetredion.

. Wark undervay fn 1925,

. Bell hoisted up (o new lower,
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Homan Arch
hreh

mon in American Protestent (and even
Mennonie) chorel windows, and hav-
ing its ronts i the Gothic enthedrals in
France and Gernouny bailt in 100 o
1300 A 0. The three-cemered arch is
deawn by placing n conipass at three
positions: w0 are clase o e sides sa
a somew it tght curve is drawn con-
necking o the sides. ‘The thitd point is
lower, but in the ceoler, ereaiing the
long, low curve, The conneeted resull
i% a cunlinuous arch, with no hreak or
posk in it from wne side o the ather.
Somawhal dilferent is the Segmental
Arch, which appears on the Alexander-
woll pulpit and on its chairs, witl o
break ut Lhe sides, ' The reason for the
difference is simply thought tn he aner-
rar in commuoricetion with the company
maoacturing the chureh fueoitaee and
pews, 7

Io the 1886 Alexanderwohl building,
the three-centered arch did nor uppear
al alf, bt there were arches, ol a sorl,
which in subtle ways nmay have in-
fluenced die design of the 1928
building. The ceiling was boilt in & low
arch beeunse of the way the rool hud
tr he boilt in order to he sclf-
supporting, bur oot hecause of
decorative design. A second arch ap-
peared over the added entrances, buot
thuse were modeled direetly olter the
Antinch Schonol entrance. The third arch
is the appearance of painfed round
arches above the west windows, done
by Lhe Swiss imigram falk aclist Emil
Kym. who worked for a brict time in
the Goessel urea. He also did decora-
tion on the pillers suppoctiog the bal-
cooy. Kym luter moved to a place be-
lween Moundridge and Buhler

What then, is the origin of this
“Alexanderwoh]l Arch?™" Is it Dulch
Mennonite, like the 1886 building? The
answer is Duich, ves, Mennonits, na.
It ix ool comumon in Duatch Mennonite
church buildings, cven io the Nether-

22

Gnthic

' Wa

"Basket handled" ov
3 eentered arch

i Bentered
arch with peak
% *

lands. The answer lies with the architect
hirmself, Dan Uneub. In preparation for
the Alexanderwohl peoject, he in-
creased his library of coostroetion and
millwork boeks. A tatal of abaut lwen-
1y books are still beld by the family.

In two b these books are found many
illusirations wsing Lhe three centered
arch. Qoce in cach of these lwo books,
the arch s described as * Dudeh
Cofomial,”' Although witiout proof,
il jx cerlainly highly probable thar these
idea hnoks were the source ol the arch,
At its mesning or reason {or cholce,
anly Dan Ungub bimself could answer.
But his contemporaries attach little
rmcuniog Lo this, casvally answering,
*He probukly jost thoushl it looked
nice.”

Dwitch Calonial refers to early Duoleh
seitlements in Mew Yook and in New
Fngland, io the Hudson valley, in Lang
Island, and in Mew Jerscy. Iy features
include a low pamhrel rend cxleoding
to a porch with pillars, dormer win-
duws, and balf circle windows with
spokes placed oo the pable end. Other
features such as woodwork details,
fiuting, and fanlights in elliptical
dootheads flourished as the Georgian
{English) architecture became promi-
nent and hesan blending with the
Dutch.*® Tn Alexanderwohl, the fAuoted
pillars on the west exterior have carliest
ariging in pogan Greek temples buill ta
mythelogical gods, but since that me
have heen used in wurions ways from
government bulldings to mansions. At
Alexanderwofll the pillars, together
with the round spoked windows on the
south, cast, and north sides, and some
aspecls of the roolline suggest that the
entire exterior of the church has some

Dutch Colonial feeling 10 1.
Histuricu] sppearances af this atch

developed following the Bomaneseue

snd Gothic periads, The three and four-

=%

Segmental

Arzh
=

ceolered arches seem to have evolwert
from the French and German High
(inthic, =spreadiog mnorthward 1o
Helgium and re Holland, where they
changed inlo lower arches. These
grehes  sppear mainly  in secular
buildings, but carely in churches,#? In
the Metherlands. the arch seems Lo be
concentrated o the City af Hawrlern
with many examples, bul there are alsa
isulated examples sprinkled throughout
the: countryside. The exact Duotch roors
of the Duteh Colonial style are haed 1o
trace  hecause the Dutch colonists
ofiginated from muny places in the
Metherlands.

in the central Kansas ures, many im-
mediutely recognize Bethel Cellege’s
use af the arch above the stige in
Memariul Hull and above the door wl
the present lihmary. In the Goesse] con-
mumity, the house at 1M 8, Sommit
{ealures the arch on the side of the
rorch. Nearby at 109 5, Summit it ap-
pears on the porch with a ““keystone™
desipn as a remoant of the days when
arches were made with stone blocks,
Holh of these houses, incideotully, weie
built by Dan Unrb.

Pre-dating the 1928 Alexanderwolil
building is the fimst Tabor Mennonite
Church, The basic struchire was built
in 1908, with the addition of the en-
trance in 1915, including a segmental
arch similar hut oot idenocal w Alex-
anderweohl's. Dan Unruh did waock on
this 1913 addition.?? The old Goessel
Weonoaite Charch interior had ao arch,
but it was a completely round Roman
arch,

The wooden Holnungsze Church,
which hurned in [847, had somewhat
of a low arch above its front entrance.
but its low arcl was oeither three-
cemered, nor even segmental, but
tather uppearcd more like o yoke. This
pattern can ha found in pictures of the
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brick pate pusts of the Russion Aidex-
anderwohl Church,

Changing times led o Alexander-
wohl's sddition of an education wing in
1961 te the east and south, buili in o
wodern style of red brick, 4 complete
departure from the pust with a new,
large entrunce on the south. This
resiulted in closing the west entrunoe,
converting the Inbhy to a paslor's of-
fice, and building a new library hencath
the choir Inft in 1966, In 1963 concrate
wark was done [0 support 4 sagging
foundation und eo msrail g walk-in vauolt
for the chureh’s valuable archives. In
1984 4 eonference room and un elevator
were added to the nartheast corper,

The charm, grace, and visuul power
af the Alexanderwohl Church architec-
nere should ool be underestimated. [o
addition 1o the arch feature, the sheer
size 1 the wonden soucture and the
strung., tepeated diagonal lines of the
sell-supporting roofline command at-
tention. The hulk of the roof is perfaet-
Iy balanced against the delicats bell
tower luncing the sky,

In speaking to the subject of the in-
fluence of architecture no worship. the
inditeci, ar subtle influence js perhaps
the most cndoring, The tradition of
warshipping for years in the 18E&
building with its low arched ceiling and
low arched entrance rools, the simplici-
ty of a clearly Anabaprist congregation,
the Ekoowledge that the thres-sided
seating arranpenent was influsnced by
Dutch and Russian ceadition, these,
together with an exseting Trusiee!
Building Commillee and a  larper

MARCH, 1985

membership kept Tlan Unruh from
straying ton far from the etigimal slyle.
The introduction of a destgn theme such
as the arch carried aut in 42 repetitions
was enuugh of a change, However, it
was not nffensive, but rather perfoetly
appropriate for Menoooites, and for
these Meononites in particular, Not
common like the round arch, but rare:
not high and lofty, like the Gothic arch,
buc lew, lustrating the id=a of humili-
ty. It is continuous, illustratng enity;
it is embracing, all-encompassing, and
comforting, Visuul characteristics like
theze may subconsciously influence us
in warship o shape rur faith and
thought. We shape our surroundings,
und in return, they shape us.
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