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Exterior and interior views of
the original building of cihe
Alexandetwoh] Mennonite
Church, Goessel, Kan., as il
appcared hefore being rebuilt in
193K,

THE

CHURCH
BUILDING

Ry ALVIN GOOSSEN

TE rocation of the original chureh building of the
Alexanderwohl Mennonite conpregation was at the same
spot where the present building stands, ane-half mile east
and ane mile north of Goessel, Kan. The ariginal structure
was built in 1886 at the cost of $6,030.24, which was paid the
first year,

The first 12 years in Amcrica, from 1874 to 1886, the
worship services were held in the immigrant house which
was located in the middle of the same section. When the
church was built it was called “Neu-Alexanderwohl”
Mennonite Chorch. The “Mea™ (new), which was soon
dropped, had been ardded becanse the congrepation had
adopted the name Alexanderwohbl in Bussia.

The main anditorium of this church was 40 by 70 f,,
which was directly above the present basernent (fellowship
hall). The basement was made in 1922 onder this building.
This taok much hard labar, because the ground was hard
and dry. The remark was aften made that it had not rained
for a long time under this boilding.

Some of the ald stencture was stil] left when the building
was rebuili in 1928, such as the main flaor and some walls.
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Same of this lumber iz still from the immigrant house. The
pulpit is still at the same location as the first polpit, except
now the platfarm is lower and the present pulpit is not quite
as larpge.

The chorch alsa had a front entry way to the east, 227 hy
30 ft., with two stairways. On the first flootr under the north
stairway was the norsery and on the south under the
stairway, the libraty. “This room was also used for Sunday
schonl,

Early in the 20th century, two enttances 12 hy 24 ft, were
added, one on each end of the huilding, which also were
used for Sunday school. The little room an the south end
was the minister's prayer room,

It was guite enmamon ta see three or four ministers and
twa deacons walk behind the ather throuph the lonp aisle
fram the prayer room ta iake their places behind the pulnit.
This was done while the congregation was singing the first
song for the worship service. In those days all the people
stayed seated while singing, evén the song leaders. Thete
usually were five ot six song leaders; they announced the
numhber and would sing out vigorously.
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Alvin Goossen of Newion, Kan,
views a replica ol the original
building of the Alexanderwsh]
Mennonite Church that he
compleled o 1973 as a
centennial project. The
Alexanderwehl conpregation
emigrated as a3 proup from
South Kussia in 1E74, setiling
abaout 15 miles north of Mewion
near what later became the iown
site of Goessel.

Built an a seale of ane-half inch
to the foot, the replica is s
painstakingly accurate copy af
the chureh as it appeared from
186 1o 1928, The miniatire
sirncture includes all 940
shutters=—mwith 26 picees in
tach—and about 4,000 shingles
an the raof. A section of the
roof san Be removed to view the
completely detailed interior with
baleony on three sides, pulpit,
railings, staircases, and 80
benches, each with a rack
undernsath. Goossen estimates
he spent 1,000 haurs an the
project. The replica is on display
inn the imuseum at the Goessel
hisiorical complex.

For ail prayers everybody stood op, except for the
pastoral prayer we knelt. In the early years thete wete (wo
setmons an Sunday morning, and Sunday school was held
in the affernoon in rural schools. Later, curtains were put
up in the charch to divide the Sunday schaol classes,
making toom for 21 classes, After Sunday schoal, the
curtains were pushed back tn the wall for the worship
service,

In the fall of 1927 it was decided to rebuild the church.
On the first Sunday morning in Febroary of 1928, it was
announced that help was needed Monday morning to start
remoaving the additions from the main building. It felt
rather strange to work with samc 20 men using hammers
and wrecking-bars.

On Marcch 1, 1928, the choech, 40 by 70 L., was raised 39
inches. My father, F. M. Goossen, had the responsibility
for the job. The church was raised with all the pews in it.
Rev. €. C, Wedel stepped in about every oot and said that
both clocks were still going.

At first the congregation intended to have warship
services in the hiildiog after it was raised. But when penple
saw it so hiph above the foundation and the big basement
under it, it was decided to have the services in five rural
schools, This was done untii Moy, 11, 1928 when the new
church was dedicated.

] remember that Rev. P. H. Unruh and others wha
traveled in Holland, Germany and HRussia shortly affer
Warld War 1 said that the Alexanderwohl Chiteh innes
architeclural arrangement was similar to some of the eld
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Interior of replica shaws nericate detarls

church buildings in Hallaod, Rev. P. H. Unrah said that
when he walked imto the Alexanderwohl Church in Russia
he feli that he was almost back home in America. So we see
that the M™ennonites not only carried their religious
practices but also their Duteh style of architeciure from
Holland to Prussia, to BRossia and then to America.
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in early 1928, the wings of the Alevanderwohl Churck were removed
and the structure raised 39 incles in preparaifon for remodeling
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Contiruction proceeds for the new churol, which was dedicaded
Now 11, 1928 (Phaloz from the writer's coffection)
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