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The years of the Great Patriotic War for the USSR were marked not only by the unprecedented tension 

of all state and popular forces in a deadly, but victorious battle with the inhuman and powerful 

aggressor, but also by a series of acts of injustice, discrimination and repression against part of its own 

population. The outbreak of war between Germany and the USSR gave a countdown to a new, tragic 

stage in the history of Soviet Germans, which cruelly changed the fate of an entire nation for many 

decades. 

By the beginning of World War II, the NKVD authorities already had rich experience in conducting 

resettlement of various social groups and large ethnic contingents. The deportation of the Germans was 

one of the large-scale resettlement operations, as this ethnic group lived dispersed throughout the 

USSR. In the USSR, according to the 1939 census, there were 1,427,222 Germans, of whom only about 

1/5 lived in cities [1, 276]. 

 German colonies, which appeared in the pre-revolutionary Russian Empire, survived in many regions of 

the USSR, and this dramatically expanded the scale of eviction. The deportation of Germans was 

initiated by the Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR of August 28, 1941 “ On the 

resettlement of Germans living in the Volga region”.Then, from the end of August to November 1941, 

similar decrees and decrees were adopted and appropriate operations were carried out with respect to 

Germans living in the Volga region, the Crimean Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic, the Ukrainian 

SSR, the suburbs of Leningrad, the Moscow, Rostov Regions, the North Caucasus and the Tula Region, 

and also in the Krasnodar and Ordzhonikidze regions, the Kabardino-Balkarian and North Ossetian 

Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republics, the Georgian, Azerbaijani and Armenian SSRs, the Gorky Region, 

the Dagestan and Chechen-Ingush Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republics, the Kalmyk Autonomous 

Soviet Socialist Republics. This list can be continued, since there was not a single region in the USSR 

where repressive measures against the Germans would not be carried out. 

Thus, the Germans were deported to the USSR from almost all areas of greater or lesser concentration, 

if only the circumstances of the war allowed it. The German population, in addition to the enemy, was 

forced to concentrate east of the Volga, mainly in Western Siberia and Kazakhstan. 

The first relocations of the Germans were determined from September 3 to September 20, 1941, later 

this process of forced relocation continued until November 1941. However, the decision to relocate the 

Germans was made in early August, when Stalin was informed of the “warm welcome” to the Nazi 

troops German population of Ukraine. Stalin's reaction was instantaneous, and the resolution was harsh 

and without leaving any ambiguity: “To comrade Beria. It is necessary to evict with a bang. I. Stalin"[1, 

276]. The deadlines were postponed due to the need to at least partially harvest the crop and prepare a 

large-scale eviction operation. At the same time, in the territories and regions of Siberia and Kazakhstan, 

preparations for the reception of immigrants began only after receiving a telegram from Beria. It 

indicated that the trains would start departing from September 3, 1941 [1, 280]. Thus, the eviction of 
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the Germans was kept secret for almost a month, which, in turn, had negative consequences for the 

preparatory work for the reception and accommodation of the Germans. 

 The very first decree on the resettlement of Germans dated August 28, 1941 explained the original 

version of the reason for the deportation of the Germans.In particular, the main reason was that: 

"among the German population living in the Volga region, there are thousands and tens of thousands of 

saboteurs and spies who, according to a signal given from Germany, must produce explosions in the 

areas inhabited by the Volga Germans." In its final part it was said that: “For the resettlement, areas of 

Novosibirsk and Omsk regions, Altai Territory, Kazakhstan and other neighboring areas abundant in 

arable land were allocated” [2]. However, this document did not reveal the whole picture of the reasons 

and mechanism for the deportation of the Germans. The German deportation mechanism is more fully 

disclosed in documents that will be created by the leaders of the NKVD to carry out this repressive 

measure, namely"Instructions of the NKVD on the resettlement of Germans living in the Autonomous 

Soviet Socialist Republic, Volga Germans, Saratov and Stalingrad Regions", "Instructions of the NKVD of 

the USSR to the Chiefs of echelons to escort Germans-immigrants", "Instructions of the NKVD on the 

procedure for accepting property of resettled collective farms and collective farmers by special decision" 

[ 1, 295–298, 301–308]. 

According to these documents, all Germans were subject to resettlement, although some clarifications 

were given. So, if the husband was not a German national in the family, and his wife was German, the 

family was not evicted. Resettable Germans were allowed to take household property, small household 

equipment, and money with them. The total weight of all things should not exceed one ton per family. 

All property taken with them by local transport was delivered to the landing station in the train. The 

organization of transportation of the resettled Germans to the station was assigned to the operational 

troika and local Soviet bodies organized by the NKVD. Payment of expenses associated with the food 

and escort of special settlers was carried out by the head of the echelon, which was issued a cash 

advance report. Checking the presence of immigrants for cars was carried out at least once a day. 

Resettlement was carried out by entire collective farms, and it was supposed to carry out the 

resettlement both in existing collective farms, and by separate resettlement in a new place. In the 

absence of a housing stock and outbuildings, free in places of resettlement, it was supposed to carry out 

the construction of houses by the forces of resettled. The Germans had to hand over their movable and 

immovable property, both collective and private, on the spot according to the appraisal report to special 

commissions. They, in turn, only issued receipts, according to which they should have received property 

or loans for them in the places of settlement. The deportation of the Germans was carried out in an 

organized manner, usually at the training camp they were given a day. In a short period of time, the 

Germans lost almost all their property, their social legal status, and most importantly, they acquired the 

label of "unreliable people." 

From the moment of deportation, the Germans experienced harsh conditions of deportation; the first 

test for them was the road to the places of settlements. One of the special resettles from the village. 

Presnivki of Zhambyl district M.V.Baidin recalls that "... in 1941, the terrible word" deportation "became 

a grief for all Soviet Germans.On the first of September with bundles left their village. And then they 



went into the village evacuated from near Leningrad and Moscow. In the eyes of the stunned owners, 

they caught chickens, pigs ... The local population, guilty only of the fact that they were of German 

nationality, and therefore, according to the government, were accomplices of the Nazis, loaded into calf 

wagons, and a long road began. Products quickly ran out. On the way, they fed at large stations, but this 

was not enough. Many died in cars from crowding, stuffiness, hunger and disease. Children suffered 

especially. Finally, the Petukhovo station. They unloaded everyone there, lived in the open for three 

days. Around rain, slush ... "[3, 272]. 

The first trains with immigrants to Kazakhstan began to arrive from mid-September 1941. The difficult 

path of deported Germans to places of settlement was intensified by moral pressure. Prior to this, 

peaceful, hardworking citizens, they suddenly became enemies. Government decisions, in fact, 

sentences multiplied by information about the significant failures of the Red Army, the loss of loved 

ones became the components of an unfriendly or even hostile attitude towards all Germans among 

some representatives of the local population. In such a difficult moral and material environment, they 

arrived in Kazakhstan. 

The reception and accommodation of Germans-special settlers was carried out by the leadership of the 

republic. The republic was allocated from the reserve fund of the Council of People's Commissars of the 

USSR for the placement of migrants 38111000 rubles., SNK KSSR allocated 15 million rubles. 

Responsibility for the operation to receive and accommodate special settlers was assigned to the 

chairman of the Council of People's Commissars of the KSSR, Undasynov, and the secretary of the 

Central Committee of the Communist Party of Belarus (KSSR) Skvortsov, and they, in turn, determined 

the tasks of the regional and district authorities [4, 32]. 

Within the framework of the NKR, the cost estimate for the reception and accommodation of special 

settlers was determined in the following document: 

 Estimate 

Operating expenses of the Executive Committee of the North Kazakhstan Regional Council for the 

reception and accommodation of special settlers in the districts of the North-Kazakhstan region. 

General estimates. 

1. The number of special migrants to be accommodated in the North Kazakhstan region is 50,800. 

2. The number of families of special resettlers based on an average of 4 people per family is 12,700 

families. 

 3. Operating expenses: 

A) postal and telegraph costs of 2 rubles per family x 12700 = 25400 p. 

B) sanitation for 3 r. per family x 12700 = 38100 p. 

C) the costs of business trips at the rate of 40 p. per family x 12700 = 50800 p. 



D) the costs of the delivery of special settlers to places of settlement 

40 p. x 12700 = 50800 p. 

D) food 20 r. x 12700 = 25400 p. 

Total estimated 876300 p. [5]. 

 Local party bodies with these funds were supposed to equip special migrants who arrived for a short 

period of time. In a war, these funds were naturally not enough. Not only was there not enough cash, 

but also material assets, primarily housing. The placement of deported Germans was complicated by the 

fact that the evacuated population arrived from the west of the country. A certain contingent of both 

the deported and evacuated population was resettled in Northern Kazakhstan during the fall of 1941. 

Initially, 25 thousand people were supposed to be resettled from the Republic of Volga Germans in the 

North Kazakhstan region [1, 29]. However, due to the fact that the Germans were deported from almost 

all unoccupied territories of the USSR, the number of deportees changed throughout the fall of 1941. 

Local authorities did not have time to implement their plans for accommodation, 

The following document, which dates back to November 5, 1941, when the deportation of the Germans 

was still ongoing, speaks about the approximate placement of Germans-special settlers in the North 

Kazakhstan region (tab.). 

Order No. 52 of the 

Executive Committee of the North Kazakhstan Regional Council of Workers' Deputies 

Petropavlovsk November 5, 1941 

“On the distribution by region of arrived arrivals and Germans-immigrants” The 

Executive Committee of the Regional Council decided: in accordance with the instructions of the Council 

of People's Commissars of the KSSR, cancel all decisions and plans for the distribution of evacuated and 

Germans-immigrants to the region by the Executive Committee of the KSSR, approving the following 

distribution: 

 

Areas German immigrants Evacuated 

1. Ayrtau 6000 1500 

2. Kokchetavsky 6000 2000 

3. Kellerovsky 5000 2000 

4. Krasnoarmey 5000 3000 

5. Chkalovsky 6000 2000 

6. Kzyl-Tuu 6000 - 

7. Bulaevsky 7000 4000 



8. Poludinsky 4000 2000 

9. Sovetsk 6000 4000 

10. Priishimsky 6000 3000 

11. Leninsk 4000 3000 

12. Oktyabr 6000 2000 

13. Presnovsky 6000 3000 

14. Mamlutsky 4000 2000 

15. Sokolovsky 2000 1500 

Total: 79000 35,000 

 

 - To oblige the chairmen of the executive committees of the district councils to prepare premises on 

collective farms, state farms, MTS, schools, clubs, and “red corners” to accommodate the evacuees, as 

well as to make the necessary preparations for the meeting and resettlement of German immigrants. 

- Allocate the necessary amount of transport for the transport of arrivals from the arrival station to the 

place of accommodation. 

Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Regional Council / Gruzintsev / 

Secretary of the Executive Committee of the Regional Council / Breus / [6]. 

This order symbolically showed the “humanity” of the Soviet authorities in relation to the deported 

people, since it was unrealistic to equip a huge army of arrivals in the “daily period”. 

Most of the arrived Germans settled in the collective farms of the above districts. According to the 

recollections of special settlers, they were almost immediately sent to agricultural harvesting work. The 

same M.V.Baydina recalls:“They worked as best they could: they hacked, threshed, blew, all by hand. 

And at night they drove bread to the elevator on bulls and cows with the flag and the slogan “Everything 

for the front, everything for the victory!” [3, 273]. The financial situation of the German migrants was 

very difficult, although most collective farms did not have time to collect the grown grain, but the 

special resettlers, under threat of punishment, were not allowed to collect even the remains of the 

harvested crop. The situation of the Germans was aggravated by the lack of any personal funds for the 

purchase of food. If we take into account that the fees during the resettlement were given only a day, 

then they could not take any material values with them. The Germans gave property and cattle for a 

symbolic price. Property and livestock were left on credit terms with a maturity of their value for 7 

years. On this account, the Government of the USSR and the Council of People's Commissars of the 

Kazakh SSR gave relevant instructions that “through the People’s Commissariats for the meat and dairy 

industry and Agriculture, provide families of special resettlers with cattle and provide loans for 

economic development” [7, 195]. But in places of eviction, it was almost impossible to get 

compensation. Raising the issue of compensation for property handed over in the places of the former 

settlement in war conditions was useless for Germans in special settlement regimes. This question didn’t 

arise, they all understood how hard it was for the country, and despite the problems they experienced, 



they worked conscientiously for the benefit of the Victory. But in places of eviction, it was almost 

impossible to get compensation. Raising the issue of compensation for property surrendered in the 

places of the former settlement, in war conditions, was unhelpful for Germans in special settlement 

regimes. This question didn’t arise, they all understood how hard it was for the country, and despite the 

problems they experienced, they worked conscientiously for the benefit of the Victory. But in places of 

eviction, it was almost impossible to get compensation. Raising the issue of compensation for property 

surrendered in the places of the former settlement, in war conditions, was unhelpful for Germans in 

special settlement regimes. This question didn’t arise, they all understood how hard it was for the 

country, and despite the problems they experienced, they worked conscientiously for the benefit of the 

Victory. 

Of course, this was an extremely difficult time, the food problem was acute for the whole country, but 

the Germans, like other special settlers, torn from their homes, deprived of their livelihood, experienced 

even more deprivation.It was about physical survival in the absence of even the minimum that local 

residents had with livestock and households [4, 38]. The Germans came out of the situation themselves: 

by hiring locals. Women and adolescents did any work in local households to get at least a piece of 

bread. The local population sympathized and understood the plight of the Germans, Kazakh families 

shared their poor supplies and necessities with the new arrivals. G. Belger, who lived in the village of 

Terensay, Oktyabrsky District, wrote about this more than once in his autobiographical works. 

Another pressing issue for deported Germans was housing. This problem was no less acute than the 

provision of food. The local leadership had to, in a short time, not only determine the places of Germans 

resettlement in Kazakhstan, but also place tens of thousands of people in houses from among both 

special Germans and the evacuated population. At the very beginning of the Germans' invasion, it was 

clear to local authorities that the republic was facing a difficult, partly impossible task of providing 

housing for the newly resettled. The government document on the needs of housing and the economic 

development of immigrants noted, “... that for the construction of Germans-immigrants it is necessary 

to build about 100 thousand houses. There are 7266 vacant houses on collective farms and state farms 

of the republic's settlement areas. In the matter of economic structure and, especially, housing, 

providing building materials, the republic will meet significant difficulties. Existing balances of funded 

building materials from the planned relocation cannot be fully covered. ... Of the 12 areas of invasion, 

only 6 northeastern regions have insignificant opportunities for logging from local leshozes, while the 

remaining 6 regions have absolutely no this opportunity ”[7, 203]. 

Local authorities were forced to place arriving Germans-special resettlers in cold barracks, empty clubs, 

red corners and other public buildings. Another way of providing housing, which the authorities resorted 

to more than once, was to resettle immigrants to local residents. The housing problem, solved by the so-

called “compaction”, caused an ambiguous reaction among the local population, complicating the life 

and moral and psychological atmosphere during the war. So, the minutes of the meeting on one of the 

collective farms recorded: “We suffer through the Poles and Germans whom we brought and which 

everyone eats. If they were not there, we would not have suffered ”[3, 81]. The Soviet state, organizing 

mass deportations to Kazakhstan, was not interested in the opinion of the leadership of the republic 

and, especially, the opinion of its population. Not taking into account all further consequences of these 



deportations, the totalitarian state achieved only its goal, in particular, the preservation of domestic 

political security. As a result, the Soviet state, which tried to protect some citizens of its country by 

repressing others, ultimately punished both of them. 

1942 brought new arrivals to the Germans in the form of a labor army. The formation of the GKO labor 

army began in September 1941, when the construction battalions of the NKVD were reorganized into 

work columns with barracks and camp schedule. In essence, this was the beginning of the formation of 

the labor army. The mobilized were organized into labor battalions with a camp regime and food 

standards of the Gulag, which from the very beginning resembled the later organization of the labor 

camp of German prisoners of war and German internees. The GKO special decrees on mobilizing the 

evicted German population into the labor army of January 10, February 14 and October 7, 1942, as well 

as of April 26, August 2 and 19, 1943 gave this a whole new dimension and meant almost continuous 

mobilization of able-bodied German special settlers [2, 

If in the first two enrollments in the labor army, January and February 1942, it was exclusively about 

men of draft age (from 17 to 50 years old), deported Germans, then in the second - about “local” 

Germans. In the third, October set, men from 15 to 55 years old were called up, and German women 

were also subject to mobilization. For failure to appear on mobilization, refusal to work or sabotage 

punished severely, up to the execution. The change in the age limit of men, the use of women's labor led 

to almost total mobilization and the actual eradication of the German ethnos through hard physical 

labor. 

Labor mobilization did not spare women, most of whom had children, forcing them to leave in the care 

of relatives or local authorities. The tragedy of the people grew into the tragedy of families that were 

fragmented and could not help each other. 

State regulations on the labor army also affected the Germans who arrived in Northern Kazakhstan, 

according to these decrees the local leadership began to implement these decisions at the regional 

level. So, the Resolution of the Bureau of the North Kazakhstan Regional Committee of the Communist 

Party (b) of Kazakhstan of October 27, 1942 No. 234-O "On mobilization of Germans into working 

columns during the war" read: In pursuance of the decision of the State Defense Committee of October 

7, 1942 No. 2383 ss “On mobilizing all Germans fit for physical labor for men from 15 to 55 years of age 

and women from 16 to 45 years of age, excluding pregnant women and having children up to 3 years of 

age, to working columns during the war [[ 8]. The bureau of the regional party committee ordered the 

secretaries of the district committees, Executive committees of district councils take measures to 

prevent the theft of livestock and food personally belonging to mobilized Germans. In the case of the 

complete mobilization of the German family, their livestock, food and other property were transferred 

to the collective farm in the public sector. 

GASCO Foundation documents 1646 show that only for the end of 1942 - the beginning of 1943. several 

thousand Germans were mobilized. The lists give reason to believe that the mobilization was carried out 

through "three channels": through military commissariats, the NKVD, as well as local authorities - village 

councils and district executive committees. As a rule, a convoy of 10 to 100 people arrived in the city, 



and then there was a "distribution". The list of regions and industries where the labor of mobilized 

Germans was used was quite extensive, mainly these were heavy, labor-intensive industries. 

The German labor soldiers worked in the region, in particular, in Petropavlovsk there were two facilities 

where labor was required: the construction of a thermal power station-1 and the state construction and 

installation office (GSMK-52) [9]. 

The number of labor soldiers at the construction of TPP-1 reached the launch of its first stage (June 15, 

1943) up to 900 people, and the number of Germans in the GSMK-52 during the war amounted to 150 

people, mostly women. They built residential buildings, and also erected buildings, storage rooms for 

evacuated factories. Work on the construction of CHPP-1 was extremely difficult: there were practically 

no mechanisms, machines, everything was done manually. It was especially difficult for excavators who 

had one single tool - a shovel. The archive compiled a personal catalog of all Germans mobilized from 

the regions and serving labor duties in Petropavlovsk. The situation of Germans sent to other places was 

much worse. The labor army for many mobilized became the last place of work. Mobilized Germans 

were sent outside the region - to Pomerania, Siberia to the Urals, and there were an overwhelming 

majority of them. From the memoirs of P. Ziegler, by the beginning of the war, a Red Army soldier, 

senior sergeant, was a platoon commander in 1940: “In early January 1942, the entire male population 

from 15 to 55 was mobilized by military enlistment offices in the so-called labor columns. Our train was 

sent to the city of Kotlas, Arkhangelsk region for the construction of railways and a railway bridge across 

the Northern Dvina River. The camp was entangled in three rows of barbed wire, with towers in the 

corners, powerful spotlights ... In a word, it was an exemplary prison camp for criminals ... He is the 

commander of a communications platoon: “At the beginning of January 1942, the entire male 

population from 15 to 55 years old was mobilized by military enlistment offices in the so-called labor 

columns. Our train was sent to the city of Kotlas, Arkhangelsk region for the construction of railways and 

a railway bridge across the Northern Dvina River. The camp was entangled in three rows of barbed wire, 

with towers in the corners, powerful spotlights ... In a word, it was an exemplary prison camp for 

criminals ... He is the commander of a communications platoon: “At the beginning of January 1942, the 

entire male population from 15 to 55 years old was mobilized by military enlistment offices in the so-

called labor columns. Our train was sent to the city of Kotlas, Arkhangelsk region for the construction of 

railways and a railway bridge across the Northern Dvina River. The camp was entangled in three rows of 

barbed wire, with towers in the corners, powerful spotlights ... In a word, it was an exemplary prison 

camp for criminals ... 

Many Soviet citizens, like myself, were locked up in him, whose native authorities, without any trial or 

investigation and without the slightest guilt, took away not only freedom, good name and honor, but 

also very many - life itself. The reason is war, and the only reason is German nationality. The worst 

winter was from 1942 to 1943. Frost for 30 degrees, and had to spend the night in vegetable stores on 

bare bunks. It was completely impossible to sleep, even if you pulled on the sleeves of your sweatshirt 

over your legs and fastened your ears from the cap on your chin. In the spring of 1943, an epidemic of 

dysentery began. People were dying like flies. Of the many close relatives, only two returned - me and 

my younger brother Adam. I was in this camp until March 31, 1949. In March 1953, the construction of 

the road was mothballed, German prisoners were amnestied ”[3, 282–283]. 



Labor mobilization severely affected the lives of special settlers, most of them died. Death mowed down 

people in the camps in the hundreds. In the USSR as a whole for 1941–1945 only in the places of special 

settlements 24,187 Germans died, at the same time, the number of deaths in labor camps is estimated 

at hundreds of thousands [4, 138–139]. 

During the war, the work of these people was forgotten after the war. The leaders of the state believed 

that the Germans should atone. The blame was accused of not informing about the presence of 

“thousands and tens of thousands of saboteurs and spies” and simply that they were Germans. Their 

situation was the most difficult among other deported peoples, since their fate depended in many 

respects on relations between the USSR and Germany. Only the victory of the USSR could soften their 

situation and life in Kazakhstan, but the Soviet authorities were in no hurry to make decisions on 

changing the lives of special settlers. The successes of the army on the fronts of the Great Patriotic War 

did not affect the lives of the special settlers, they remained under the strict control of the local NKVD 

bodies, continuing to do hard work. Their status was characterized by humiliating procedures for 

registration, re-registration and marks in the commandant's offices. Each step was regulated and tightly 

controlled. To leave or move away from the place of residence for 3-5 km, a special permit was required. 

Nevertheless, special migrants voluntarily returned to the collective farms from Petropavlovsk, to which 

the authorities immediately responded. This is evidenced by the following document: 

"Secretly to the Chairmen of the Executive Committees of the District Councils 

Recently, cases of unauthorized return of mobilized citizens to work in industry, back to collective farms 

and villages have become more frequent. We ask for assistance, both on your part and the village 

councils, to quickly return them to work, also to bring the perpetrators to justice, according to the 

Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR. 

BASING ON THIS I OFFER THE FOLLOWING: 

Check in the area all those who returned and send them back to the place of work, malicious ones to 

transfer to the court for unauthorized care, 

... explain to the population that enterprises mobilized for work are considered as called upon to fulfill 

their civic duty to their homeland, as well as those called up for the Red Army. 

Responsibility lies with you, for failure to take specific measures, the Executive Committee of the 

Regional Council will consider it as indulgence on your part. 

Executive Committee Chairman 

Regional Council of Workers' Deputies of the Georgians ”[10]. 

Despite the adoption of this document, the unauthorized return of Germans to collective farms from 

enterprises to which they were mobilized became more frequent. Awareness of the imminent victory 

liberated the special settlers, many of them tried to reunite with their families. So, starting in 1944, 

Petropavlovsk labor soldiers were allowed to "write out wives." True, this required good work and 



excellent behavior. In practice, this resulted in numerous petitions by the leadership of organizations to 

the local NKVD bodies [11]. Reunion with the family was one of the small joys of the Germans who 

remained to work at the Peter and Paul Thermal Power Plant. Most Germans lived in the hope of a 

better life after the Victory. 

However, the victory in the Second World War did not solve the problems of deported peoples. The 

political status and position of Soviet Germans remained the same as at the time of deportation. 

Uncertainty of their future, moral and psychological depression, material disorder, and repressive 

measures by the authorities accompanied the Germans who survived the conditions of brutal 

repression, and after the war. In the future, the Soviet "rehabilitation" will not make up for those 

physical and moral losses that the Germans suffered during the years of repression. In general, Soviet 

Germans for decades will be excluded from many development processes as a full-fledged society and 

will be on the verge of physical and spiritual destruction. 
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