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For those who are conducting genealogical research of the Groningen Old Flemish Mennonites 

in the vicinity of Schewtz, Prussia the Hendrik Berents Hulshoff (H.B. Hulshoff or Hulshoff) diary 

written in 1719 is an invaluable resource.  The Hulshoff diary was translated by Glenn H. 

Penner and can be found here: https://mla.bethelks.edu/archives/cong_15/hulshoff.pdf  .  Glenn 

Penner has also compiled a spreadsheet which analyzes the Alle Derks Membership List which 

was created about 1715 and was annotated by Hulshoff during his trip to the environs of 

Schwetz in 1719, see: http://www.mennonitegenealogy.com/prussia/DirksBerentsPrzechowka.pdf   .  

Penner’s analysis compares the Derks list with the Przechowka church record (PCR) and 

places GRanDMA Numbers next to each name for whom identification was possible.  In a few 

instances Penner’s assignment of GM # differs from ours, but in most cases we are in 

agreement. 

H.B. Hulshoff also created his own list which contains considerably more names than the Derks 

list, in large part due to the fact he baptized 31 people on Sunday July 16, 1719 [New Calendar].  

It has been suggested that the Hulshoff list was perhaps created in 1733 when Hulshoff 

returned on a second trip.  A careful review of the Hulshoff list confirms it must have been 

compiled in 1719 not 1733.  An example in support of this conclusion involves Peter Wedel (P-

207) and Maricke Richerts (P-743).  Neither Peter nor Maricke appear on the 1715 Derks list 

because they were too young to yet have been baptized.  They both appear on the 1719 

Hulshoff list and in each case they were living in their father’s home.  The PCR shows they 

married on 3 May 1720, less than a year after Hulshoff’s visit to Przechowka.  The 1719 list was 

checked in 1733 and marked to indicate which of the named individuals had died by then.  The 

number of individuals named in the two lists totals 177. 

With H.B. Hulshoff’s list firmly dated to 1719 we can analyze it in greater detail; it is presented in 

spreadsheet format in a companion Excel document.  A few comments are appropriate here: (1) 

Each family spans just two generations (there is only one example of perhaps three) with the 

oldest born about 1660 and the youngest born about 1704.  (2) The names listed were only 

those who were Old Flemish Mennonites while any Lutherans who were living among them or 

even married to members were excluded.  (3) The PCR which was composed 65 years later 

does not contain full detail on most of these individuals, thus the 1719 list provides considerable 

additional detail which is otherwise unavailable.  (4) The list is particularly useful because it 

gives the maiden name of all married women (including some widows) and provides the names 

of many women and men who are not mentioned in the PCR.  (5) The names were grouped by 

housing unit which provides strong clues about family relationships. 
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The villages visited by H.B. Hulshoff included Przechowka, Konopat, Posterwolt, Schoensee, 

Jamerau and Horst.  It appears likely that Posterwolt actually was Dorposch since nearly all of 

the names recorded for Posterwolt are listed in the PCR as having resided in Dorposch. 

On the companion spreadsheet we have listed residences by house number for each village.  

The house numbers are simply our contrivance using the sequence listed in H.B. Hulshoff’s 

diary and have no other significance.  The individual’s names are spelled in a manner consistent 

with their names as entered (or might have been entered) in the PCR.  P# entries coincide with 

their entries in the PCR.  GM # entries are consistent with the GRanDMA Online database as of 

this date.  For P# or GM# entries which seemed less than certain we added a question mark 

following the number.  Additional comments outside the print margins and on the “Lineages” 

worksheet were used in this research for linking family connections and might not be supported 

with distinct sources in every case.  The column labeled “Status in 1733” is only useful in 

identifying those who died between July 1719 and January 1733.  The place of residence for 

those who were living in 1733 is uncertain and shown with a question mark.  The Name Index 

contains 177 entries that were on the 1715 list, the 1719 list or mentioned in H.B. Hulshoff’s 

comments.   


